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BIRTH, 
ar 


On July 16th, at Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. ©, 
J. Heep, a daughter. i 


DEATHS. 


On July 16th, at the Shanghai General Hospital, 
Avex. B, Sxort, aged 34 yi ars. 

On July 14th, at Singapore, Mary IsaBer 
CaRnRrutTHers, wife of John A. Martin. 


Hongkong lechly Press, 


Honexona Orrice: 104, Des Veux Roap Cr. 
Lonpon Orrice: 131, Fiext Street, E.C. 


ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The English Moil of 29th June and the Parcel 
Mails which closed in London for despatch by 
tte all sea route ion the 17th June and for 
despatch overland on 24th June arrived per s.8. 
Delta on the 22nd inst. 


——_—_—————— 
eee 


FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


eee 


On the 9th Joly a child was born to Prince 
Tao (the Emperor's brother), This is the 


second child and is to be named Pu Kai. 


The American battleships “Maine” and 
“Alabama,” sent out in advance of the fleet 
are expected fo reach Manila on the 27th inst. 


The property offared for sale by Mr. G. P. 
Lammert. auctioneer yesterday— shares in cer- 
tain buildings and lots of land at Kowloon— 
was withdrawp. 


Mr. Thomas C. Kinney, senior partner in the 
firm of Mesers, Kinney end Lawrence, Manila, 
died on the 18th inst from heart failure, 
following peritonitis, 


HONGKONG, 8ATURI 


Mr. F. D. Cheshire, Losp-ctur-Geu ral of 
American Consulates, hag gone homo on a fow 
" months lenve. 


A man named Albert Heraux (alias Wagn-r, 
alias Messionen) who had abadonded from 
Shanghai with considerabls sums of moey bis 
been arrested at Harkaw, : 


M. Klobukowski, the new Governor-%: neral 
of Indo-China, is expected ta féava Wars illes 
for the Far Kast on she 27th inst -accompinied 
by Messrs “ icanen snd Deloncle. 


JAY, 25: JULY. 1908. 


i ‘ry, Parlatt, British Wice Const! at Tiirch, 
| has beeu appointed «ousnl at Hakedate, dnd 

Mr. Wawa of tha B-itish Levation at Tokyo, 
| will go to Tairen as Vica-Consul, 


The Council for the State hava memorialized’ 
| ihe Throne requesting their Maj-sties for a 
Deecres to putin forea the Criminal Code by 
H.E. Wu Virg rang and Hsun Chia Pun. 


known to the officers under their control that: 
it is forbidden them to make soldiers do the 
work of household servants. 


It appears tha‘ (he circulation of| photographs 
of a white seaman whose dead body was found 
in the harbour last week haa resulted in his 
being identified. Deaceased was Herman Gratser, 
a fireman employed on the as, “ Reider.” 


Mr. T. M. Haskins. Chinese Secretary to the. 
American Legation at Peking, died of supposed! 
cholera at Peitaiho on the 12th inst. He had: 
just been promoted to ba Vica-Consul-Genoral: 
at Shanghai and was quitea young man. ~ j 


Mr. V. A. Ceesar Hawkins has recently’ 
severed his long connection with the Hongkong! 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation, and has; 
joined the Board of the Imperial Bank of! 
Persia. Mr. Hawkins is at present in Persiaj 
on an inspection {our, . | 


The Chiress Merchants in the South Seas| 
(says Chinese Public Opinion) are willing toj 
subscribe 15,000,000 Taels towards the con- 
atruction of a Chinese Navy on condition that 
Chinese men-of-war are stationed in those seas 
to protect Chinese interests there. 


The Central Government has wired to the 
Viceroys and Governors of Provinges notifying, 
them that the following classes of people are 
debarred from starting societies for the dis. 
cussion of political affairs :—Military, police, 
priests, profeesors and students, persons under 
the age of 


20 years, women, 
illiterate. 


The request was granted. 
The Bodrd of War has wired to the Viceroys 
of the Liang Hu stating that it should ba mada 
ex-conviots, 


The latest mail brings news of the death of|! 


{ Mr. David McLean, who joined the staff of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 

‘on the foundation of the bank in 1865, and 
became manager of the Shanghai :tranch and 
later wag appointed manager in London. Mr. 
{ McLean died at his home io Aberdeenshire at 
the age of 76. 


A Singapore, telegram to the Daily Press 
dated July 2ist states: A gang of fifteen Chinese 
attacked the district sargeon, Dr. W. 
Barrack, and a contractor named McLean, near 
Gambing resthonse, Kuantan, Pahang, on the 
15th inst. Dr. Burrack was killéd and Mr. 
McLean was severely woundad, Tlie murderers 
escaped, taking with them $8,000, 


‘| Viceroy of Manchnria,! 


a me 


Areport, 


° No. 4 


Ph Viesoy nt Nabkiog on in-truetions 
from the \Waiwuopu has wired nd ordered ths 
“hanghai T atai to pay £'4,990 fo the Deute sh 
Awa ische Bink to ba seh! over to Berl n ag an 
instalmest of redemption of tha foreign loan 
throngh Arnheld, Karbarg and Co. due on the 
Ist July ha Xhanghaj Tuotai bis replied to 
the Viceroy that he has dune s0,—S nw inpao, 


An important conf-rerce was hel in Peking 
4 week ago, between Hid Highness Prince Sa 
the Cotomandant of Niu Gates, and the Civil 
Governor of ‘ha Cipital, io disouss the question 
ef tha establishment of Ihoal muancipal govern- 
ment in Pekin as amod-l for other oties. A 
ony of tle proprsed dtailad ragolations wae 
drafted by the confareno4 and is to be submitted 
to the-Throne for Imperial sanotion. 


A big fire oconrred iq Tientsin on the 18th 
inst. when the Arcada in the Franch Conoe:- 
sion was desatroved. Ta baildiag bslonged to 
the Tiantsin Land Investment Co, Ltd. It 
was insured and will be tebuilt. The gods of 
the Arcada Aronsement Co, wera insured ina 
German office only a few days before for $15,000, 
but if is stated that the gulvage will bring in a 
gocd sum and the loss will not be a heavy one. 


In view of Russian intervention the move- 
morts of the exp-ditignary force sant to 
suppress the Hunghutezh have been suspended 
for the time being. Hi H. Hen: Shib-chang, 
has drafted special 
regulations for the operations against the 
Hunghatsza, and these ‘regulations have been 
accspied by th» Russian authorities, They 
only await the sanction of the Throne before 
being put into practice, ! 


The “ Shanghai Meroury ” has received news 
from the north from a Poe source that His 


Excellency Yuan Shi-kai bas appointed Mr. T, 
H. Kingsley, (formerly manager of the Chinese 
Engineering and Mining Co.) genoral manager 
of the Chinsse new mites at Ma Chia-kow. 
Our contemporary understands that these mines 
are tue same that Sir John Jordan is now asking 
the Chinese to close and which the Chinese 
Mining and Engineesing Co,, Ltd. claim, but 
which the Chinese state they have no right to, 


There seems to be g growing demand in 
China for foreign loans. The Throne has 
sanctioned the raising of a foreign loan for - 
the purpos; of redeeming the Lu Han railway. 
A Hankow paper stated that the Wai-Wa-pu 
has raised @ loan of Tis, 1,020,000 for threa 
years at seven per cent parannum interest from 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, the sum to 
be dsvoted to the needs of the Ministry of 
Posts and Communicatipns. We see it also 
stated that the Kiangan Railway administra- 
tion desire a foreign Idan of threa million 
dollars. 


Yesterday was the birthday of the Emperor 
of China, His Majesty, according to the 
Europsan calendar, is $4 years of age. The 
Chiness papars of Hongkong; excepting those 
who are in opposition to the reigning dynasty, 
saspend publication for one day in hononr of the 
occasion, Really the 28th day of the sixth 
moo (July 26th) is the Emp>ror's birthday, bat 
that date having been| pronounced unlacky, 
becauge one of his predacessors on the Throne 
diet on that dsy, tha birthday, by Imperial 
Decree, has always beenjcelebrated on the 23th 
of the sixth moon. , 
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WARFARE AGAINST THE 
MO- QUITO. 


_——>—"_. 
(Dewy Presse Jui 20th) 
To appreciute the extent and importance 
of the work do e hy the Me:ical Denart- 


ment of th Gcvernment ot H nekong one: 


has ovly to take up the current numier oL 
tie Government Gazette Heie we haw a 
eclleection of rep tts and sta-istics occupy- 
ing close «on one hundred jages setting 
fort in considerable detail thy nature of 
the werk dene duri:g the year 1907. In 
the General Rep rt by the Princi, al Civil 
Medical (ffic:r, a dth- Medied Officer of 
Health d-aling with the sanitary cond tien 
of the ‘olony £he most striking feature 1s, 
perhaps, the p of given of the success of 
the Giovernnient’s anti-tnxla-ial measures. 
These were insugu ated in 1899, but not 
much was dene-curing the first year or 
two. A table showing the admissions 
for malaria to the two largest bosp tals 
of the Coluny—the Government Civil 
Hospital and the Tung Weh Hospital 
—reveals the gratifying fact that the 
average admiesions us we'l as the average 


deaths have been substantially reduced as a 


result of the war against the mosquito. 
Taking the returns of the last ten years it 
ig seen that for the first five the average 
admissions into the-e two hospitals were 
982 and the average deaths 122. During 
the last five years the average has fallen to 
490 ‘admissions and 74 deaths, notwith- 
standing the fact that during the laat two 
years many cases of malaria which have 
occurred among the men on the railway 
works have been brought to these hospitals 
for treatment. The visible increase during 
the last two years in the admissions to the 
two principal hospi:als has been due to that 
one fact. On an average over 2,410 men 
were employed on the railway worke last 
year, exclusive of European contractors and 
their employees, and the medical officer to 
the railway reports that 1,168 meu were 
treated for malaria at the North and South 
Face Camps. Only 89 cases, however, were 
gent to hospital. Parenthetically, it may be 
mentioned that there is in the medical 
reporta no indicution of any doubt as to the 
eause of the extensive prevalence of malaria 
at the railway works. The layman is prone 
to think that the breaking of new soil give 
off a malarial miasma, but the medical 
officers are apparently satisfied that the 
mosquito is entirely responsible. It may be 
that the breaking of the soil disturbs the 
peace of the mosquito who takes his revenge 
on the disturbers. At any rate nullah- 
trait ing, in order to get rid of mosquito 
breeding pools, is {he anti-malaria! measure 
which the medical officers recognise as of 
first importance. It bas not been a‘opted, 
however, at the railway works because of 
the yreat expeuvse it would entail, but the 
employment of kerosine oil asa pr-veutive 
of mogquito-bre a: g inthe pools, and the 
adminis'rati-n of qu-niue to the men as 
a daily routine have combined to effect @ 
stealy decliue in the number of cases. Tiere 
is uwroom for doubt that the nullah-training 
which hxs been done on the slopes bebiud 
the city of Victoria, and the other means of 
warlyre against the mosquito which the 
Government «as employe! dur ns the past 
eight or nine y: ars, prove t- er value iu fle 
reducet mortality fr:m malaria, This 
reduction is very marsed amon: the Euro- 
pean troops. They have in the past suffe- d 


severely frow melaria, but last vear tHere 


were fewer Guses amung them than iu apy 
previous year. That the deaths froin 
malaria among the Chinese in the city were 
wore wumerous both in 1907 : nd 1906 than 
they were in 1904 and 1905 cau con- 
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fidently be averibed to the iniportationa 
from the railway works at Kowlocn, but the 
statistics afford very clear proof of the 
success of the anti-m:larixl measures 
alopted on the island «f Hongkong and 
(justify further expenditure on similar 
work, Woe chall probably always have 
i malaria with us because, as thé Priucipal 
‘Medical Officer puints out, ear ¢ hinee 
populat‘on is constantly receiving «dditions 
|from the mainland of China, and the re- 
sident Chines» p Pasties Irequent visits 
to th-ir native land. It is the Colony’s 
misfortune to have malarial caged introduced 
in this wey, but itis at least the Cotony’s 
business t» do all thut sacitary and medical 
scien e can sug zest to remove the possibility 
of malari+l infection from local conditions. 
The Medical Department can sincerely be 
congritulated on what has go far been 
accomplished in this direction. 


THE GOVERNMENT OF CHINA, 


> — 
(Daily Press, 21st July.) 

It has often been pointed out that 
although China is in theory under imperial) 
authority the actual state of the administra- 
tion bears a closer analogy to that of a Con- 
federation than to an Empire as generally 
understood. Iu theory the main factor in the 
government of the country is absolute power 
as exercised from Peking. In reality,‘ as is 
well known, this authority is largely 
qualified, and in many matters the 
Provincial Viceroys are able to act with 
what is practically complete independence. 
This has often been the cause of serious 
friction ; but, upon the whole, it is astonish- 
ing with what adroitness difficulties of this 
kind have been overcome and government, 
albeit ina somewhat clumsy form, bas been 
sustained. At the same time the trouble 
has by no means been overlooked by the 
central authorities; and indeed the com- 
plaint has often been made that they are too 
ready to shield themselves from responsi- 
b‘jities, international and other, on the plea 
that they are unable to interfere with the 
rights of the Provincial Magnates. This 
actual state of affairs is what will in 
reality have to be considered in any reform 
that may be initiated with a view to 
improving the internal government of the 
country, and more especially in connection 
with the problem, of which we hear so 
much, of introducing ssme form of 
representative government. It will ceriainly 
be no easy task to discover the exact point 
at which a compromise can be made between 
very antagonistic principles. Ifa popular 
element be introduced into the administra- 
tion, it must take the shape of local 
asse ntlies acting under or rather in co- 
‘peration with the Provincial Authorities, 
But on the other hand, if this weizht is to 
b+ added to the power of tbe provinces, a 
similir force mast be brought into play to 
support imperial authority in dealirg with 
all matters that affect the welfa:e uf the 
Emy)ire as a whele. If anything, there- 
fore, is done in the direction of popular 
represe :tati 0, it .would seem that the 
only means of ob'aining  satis‘actury 
results woull be to iu-titrte simu't- 
aueously, an Imperial P riiam: nt to deal 

| with the lirge matters affecting the whole 
; Empire, aua leeal .ssemblies to manage 
such im tters ag may fairly be: ousidere! o 
a wrrely Provincial charact- r—somethiny, 
| in fact after t.« style of Amer can institu- 
‘tions, with, however, a safeguard nyaingt 
tne difficulty which has of late become 
apparect in that ccuntry from ‘he -omp'ete 
indepeidenc -: £ indivulual St.tes ii mat era 
which may have a o-tivoal 6 ariny, as for 
example the question of Japanese immigra- 


a a rs 
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tim which of late cansed so mitch trouble 
in the State of San Frangisco. It is possible 
that some valuable hints in this direction 
might be ohtained by the Chinese thr ugh 
a stu ly of crerma institutio.:s, that country 
having succeeded very thoroughly ia solving 
a ee which is jn many ragpects 
aualogous to that whichjis before Caina io 
the preseut dav. Althwugh it m gut not 
appear so at first sight, there ia a noticxable 
analogy between whut fis the actual state 
of tre Chinese em; ire in regard to the 


Provine-s, and that |which aristed in 
Germany, when it was compose | of various 
Electorates, Grand Ducnies and inle- 
| pendent Kingdoms, . before they were 
combined un-ter the Empire in 1870. It is 
true that the Viceroys sre removeable 
by the Imperial Governmeut, wuile in 


Germany the autonomy pt the various states 
composing the Empire jhas been preserved, 
In essentials, however, the position of affairs 
in either country is to some extent the 
same, Practically the} Chinese provinces 
uoder their respective Wiceroya are as in- 
dependent of the central authority as if 
they were separate Kingdoms united nader 
an Empire; and the methods which have 
proved successful fn sudh a case in securing 
a united and strong nation with an adequate 
amount of popular representation would 
probably prove adapted! to the real state of 
affairs in China which differs easentially 
from what it is repreasnted to be theore- 
tically. The introduction of represantative 
institutions into China jn the form in which 
we are familiar with them in Great Britain 
and her Colonies would be too far reachin, 
a measure tu afford ground for any hope o 
ultimate success, or jeven of its being 
seriously considered by Chinese statesmen, 
who know what is the actual state of 
matters with which they have to deal; but 
it is not too much to hope that some step” 
in the direction indicated might be trie 
and might become the stepping stone to 
further progress in| the direction of 
representative government, There are no 
doubt many strong jgrounds for objec- 
_tion to multiplied [Legislative bodies ; 
‘and it would be more satisfactory if the 
way could be clearly] seen to supplying 
one Imperial Parliament for Ohina, where 
the affairs of the whole nation would be 
discussed and settled, as ia the case in Japan. 
But it is impossible to ignore that there are 
serious difficulties in this course, and that if 
this were the only mode of applying the 
system of representative government that 
can be taken into congideration, we might 
axpect to wait in lefinitely for itsaccomplish- 
ment. The great aim| should be to make 
the advance ina form|that shall not be too 
great a change frum the actual state of 
affairs, and, as there can be no question that 
the existing administration involves the 
exercise by the Provincial authorisies of 
great, indeed in mauy cases really in- 
dependent, powers, it would obviously be 
decirable to endeavour, if possible, to pre- - 
serve that species of authority, but in such a 
ebape that on the ou@ hand it would be in 
conlormity wit! the wighes of the people in 
the re-p:etive Provimces so far as lucal 
matters were cuncerned, aod o. the other 
subject to the cdntro! of the central 
Guv-ruu ent with respe t t: move import- 
ant matters a.d as|/t» al questions of 
imperial and nati -nall xiguificance. Mach 
mizht be learned i+ fespect to t 1e former 
hy reference to the United Stites Conostita- 
tion; and, with regard] to the latter, from a 
study ot the German Hmpire. Iu a vousuy 
s» usel to te theory at lenat of central 
authority as China, tne latt r woud pro- . 
| batly affrd a solutibn of many of the. 
poiuts which woald arise for adjustment. 
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OPIUM-PRECK&PT aND PRACTICE. 


Saale ee 
Datly Press, 22nd Ju ly.) 
As each fascicle of the Customs Reports 
for 1907 is published the curiosity of all 
who are interested in the attempt made by 
the Chinese Government to stop the smoking 
of opium will naturally lead them to look 
for the remarks the various Commissioners 
have to make regarding the effect of the 
Spam Edict on the statistical returns 
of the drug at the various ports. We have 
before us Vol. II, which deals wich the 
Yangtze ports, and we cannot gay that the 
information this batch of reports contains 
will bring much joy oc gladness to the 
heart of the reformer. Taking the port of 
Ichang as coming first in the series, there ig 
here little or no demand for the foreign 
drug only 1:20 piculs being imported in 
1907, and 2°40 in 1906, and the whole of 
this was re-exported. But when we turn to 
the native opium statistics we see that, not- 
withstanding attempts made to restrict the 
use made of native opium, the returns, in 
which the drug appears as an export, are 
just doubled, the increage amounting to 
over 4,000 piculs. Coming next to the port 
of Shasi, the Commissioner reports that 
opium, always a small commodity in the 
hasi returns, shows an increase for the year 
of 11 piculs more than the highest import- 
ation of the previous five years, namely 78 
piculs against 67 piculs in 1904. ‘The 
Oomimissioners at Yochow and Hankow have 
“no remarks” to make on the subject. At 
Kiukiang 1,836 piculs of Malwa valued at 
Hk. Tis. 1,121,000 were imported, as against 
1,435 piculs valued at Ts. 925,000 in 1906. 
Of Patna, 37 piculs, valued at Tls. 18,000 
were imported, an increase of 13 piculs and 
Tis. 4,000 over the figures for 1906. It is 
mentioned that the price of Malwa decreased 
5 per cent per picul and Patna about 17 per 
cent, but the Commissioner does not suggest 
that there is any relationship between the 
decline in price and the increase in the 
import. Of native opium he remarks that 
formerly little or none passed through the 
Customs, but in the latter half of 1906 
when the differential duty in favour of junk 
borne opium wae abolishe.!, 495 piculs of 
Bzechuen opium, valued at Ts 192,000 
arrived by steamer from Ichang. In 1907 
the quantities similarly imported largely 
increased, the importation being 5,295 piculs 
valued at Tis. 1,241,000. About 1,060 
Piculs of native opium, value Tis. 465,000, 
Were sent away, chiefly to Wuohu and 
Shanghai. At Wuhu the import. of 
foreign opium was 2,427 piculs, being 
an increase of fifty per cent. on 
the 1906 figures, and the largest im- 
portation since 1900. But the Acting 
Commissioner of Customs adds that this 
increase does not necessarily imply that a 
larger quantity of opium was actually con- 
suméd; ‘it seems to indicate that, owing 
to cheaper prices, the native drug was to 
some extent replaced by Indian opium.” 
Unfortunately the statistical tables at the 
end of the report do not enable one to make 
@ comparison of the import of native opium 
with previous years, and we may merely note 
that the quantity reported by the native 
Opium Office as passing through their hands 
last, Chinese year was 1,410 piculs of which 
1,121 were imported through the Maritime 
Customs. Coming now to Nauking, we 
find the statistics showing an increase of 
171 picals in the import of Malwa, a 
decrease of 151 piculs in Patna, and an 
increase in Schézguen and Yunnan opium 
from 24 piculs in 1906 to 125 piculs in 1907. 
Finally we come to Chinkiang where the 
import of Malwa rose from 2,452 piculs in 
1906 to 8,264 piculs in 1907, but the crop of 
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Native opium is stated to haye been abou 
80 per cent of that grown in 1906. 

The explanation of the intrease in the 
opium imports in several of these places ip 
assumed to be that the more affluent consu 
mers were laying in stocks i anticipation 
of the establishment of a Gove roment 
monopoly which would lead tofan enhance: 
ment of the price. That is thé explanation 
given at Chingkiang and | at Nanking 
also, It was rumoured that a Government 
monopoly office was to be established at 
Nanking which was to providel the drug for 
a large part of the province. When it 
became known that the plan |could not be 
carried out, a consignm t of 141 chesta of 
Malwa opium was not landed at Nanking 
but returned to Shanghai. A Chingkiang 
the rumour had the effact of ca sing whole- 
sale dealers to part with their stocks at 
reduced prices, aad they thus missed the 
‘handsome profits” that Were to be 
made later when the rumoy proved to 
be premature. But in spite; of the un. 
promising character of the statistics there 
are not wanting evidences that the move. 
ment against opium smokidg in many 
districts is a popular one. ; The Com: 
missioner at Nanking says he has been 
told that the number of old smokers has 
lessened considerably. « Moreover, the 
younger generation is almost free from 
the babit, and the consumption of opium 
will nearly or altogether cease during the 
next generation in this part of China,”! 
The Commissioner at Ichang, who regards 
the measures taken to suppress opium 
smoking as too abrupt, and thinks a better 
course would have been to annually 
increase the duty and likin on opium uatil 
people could not afford to indulge in the 
pipe, observes, however, that ‘not only are 
the officials strongly against the drug, but 
the people generally appe r to have risen up 
against its use and to have lent their 
support to stop the evil. He fears how- 
ever, that the people may take up with a 
worse evil such as “ bad gin,” or “ bad 
cigarettes.” According to the Commis- 
sioner, “‘ many of the cigarettes now a ili in 
such l:rg+quintities may he éafely said to 
be a8 poisonons, if not more 80; thau opium 
itseifi” But tbat is another’ stury. Our 
purpose has been simply to poiut out that 
coincidentally with all the talk about the 
suppression of opium smoking, the returns 
for last year, at least, s.em to-show a rather 
substantial increase in the import of both 
native and foreign opium at the Customs 
stations in the Yaogtze region, 
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55 
Government. They cohdemn the Govern. 
ment for having embarked on a financial 
Programas of inordinate dimensions, and 
or plaaning an ill-considered scheme for 
excessive arma ments, |and they urge the 
imperative necessity for an- amendment of 
this armament scheme| and the exercise of 
the strictest economy |with a view to the 
adjustment of the State's outgoings to a 
Proper and fixed sum bf income. In this 
indictment we are reminded that after the 
war the nation, having| been disappointed 
in the expectations of valuable compensation, 
fell into a state of despondency, and 
economic circles lost their activity until the 
Government announced its intention of 
carrying out  poat-bellum enterprises 
“in conformity with |a positive’ policy,” 
The Government, utilising the fever of 
en terprise that then aroge among the people, 
and taking advantage of the momentum of 
a victorious war, framed a largely extended 
programme of finance, converted into ordin- 
ary taxes the extraordinary special imposts 
levied on account of the war, and in addition 
to the State monopolies|of tobacco, salt and 
camphor, carried out| “ the precipitate 
measure of railway aationalisation,” thus 
largely extending the sphere of State 
enterprises and doing everything in its 
power to increase the revenue. “ In all these: 
things” the Report says “isto be found 
the reasoa for the unfortunate times that 
have now overtaken echuomic circles, from 
the stock market downwards.” When the 
Government saw that] in spite of these 
measures it could not [possibly cbtuin all 
the fands it needed, the Report complains 
that they did not reducg their programme, 
but on the contrary “‘ the officials persisted 
in carrying out their| policy of undue 
armaments” and, io order t»’ provide for 
the anticipated expenditure, adhered to 
the device of public lguns, which fiually 
ended ino failure and imp.ired the 
country’s credit inf reiga murkets. Then 
the Government proceeded to increase the 
taxes, causing considerable resentm nt 
amvung thr people. ‘Lhig, together w.th tae 
news of the ailure of dieuyt: ts ubtaia 
further mouey a -road, produced a su iden 
chunge in business circles; shares tell 
sua.ply, the bunks adupled a cuuservative 
attitude, finance dhised into « “critical 
cundition, aud the genetal teadency, to say 
uothing of the questin|of Huctuati-ns in 
the share market, was ib the diruc.iun of a 
panicky feelng. The Report proceeds : ~~ 
in spite of those ciroumstances the Gsverne 
meut, experiencing difflouity in maintainiug its 


finances, issued treasury bilis in exoass, and thus 

: contribu ted to the deprediation of negotiable 

THE CABINET CRISIS IN securities, Then at the close of 197, it 
JAPAN : suddenly raised the price of tobacco, and 


persisting in its policy,| compiled a toon 
unsuitable budget for the| fiscal year 1908. R 
which included a scheme o 


; : 
(Daily Press, July 28rd.) 


new tsxes to cover 
Bazon Komura, the Japanese Ambassa- bipees 


: : t i f i . | he ing of this 
dor to London, is telegraphicall reported to Ge aA the distr in aepped ciroles, 
have stated at a luncheun thaf the Change | ang thereafter, at the glose of March, in 


of Government in Japan does not mean a 
break in the continuity of Japan’s policy 
and that Japan will continue to devote her 
energies to the improvement of her internal 
resources. In the light of the information 
contained in the Japan papérs these two 
statements are rather difficult to reconcile. 
What is Japan's policy? Asthe business 
men of the country view it, thé policy of the 
late Government tas no: teided t. the 
improvemeut of the country’s ioternul 
Tesvurces, but has definitely checked their 
healthy development. The United Cham- 
bers of Commerce in Japan have recently 
endorsed a report prepared by a Special 
Committee which sets out “with perspi- 
cuity and frankness the ievances the: 
business men of the country have against the 


opposition to its pledges the nation and to 
the latter’s hopes, the Government adopted a 
wrong syst2m for repaying the ficst War Loan, 
having recourse to competitive discount, and 
thus making plain the fact that it desired in 
every possible way to aveid paying out ready 
money. The consequence! was that a greatly 
augmented ¢vil effect was produced upon the 
market for securities, and| finally the existing 
situation was reachad, 

Bazon Kumora is supjorte:! apparently by 
Priuce Iro in his statement tha. the chunge 
of Government which has taken place does 
not mean a break’in the continuity of the 
Jap&nese policy. If that is so the reasons 
for the change are not yery obvious, The 
ostensible reason is the ill-health of Marquis 
Satons1, Public opinipn in Japan, hows.~ 


ever, regards the change aa masking 


: 
Fs 
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an important crisis in Japanese financial 
affairs, and itis obvious that unless some 
material change in the financial policy 
of the country is shortly announced,—unless 
in short the indictment of the Chambers 
of Commerce can be met by positive proof 
that Japan is devoting her energies to the 
improvement of her internal resources, 
rather than on sinister military develop- 
ments, the panicky feeling which is growing 
in the country itself is bound to be in- 
creasingly reflected in the money markets 
abroad. We can hardly doubt that the 
gravity of the situation is fully appreciated 
by the new Ministry, and that even though 
it may not venture upon a direct re- 
versal of the policy which bas evoked go 
much resentment, some scheme of readjust- 
ment may be possible which will serve to 
restore and streogtheu public confidence. 


HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE 
CoUNCIL. 


—————~_———_. 
A meeting of the Hongkong Legislative 
Council was held yesterdiy in the Cvunnoil 


Chawber. 

PRESENT :— 
His EXcBELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, SIR 
FREDERICK JOHN DEaLtTrRy LuGarp. 


K.M.G., C.B., D.S.O. 


Hon. Mr. F. H. May, («.M.G., (Colonial 


; Seo:etary). 
Boo. dr. L A. XM. Jounsron (Colonial 
Treasurer), 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Ievine (Reyistrar- 
General). 


Aon. Commander Basiu R. A. Tayior, R.N., 
(Harbour Master). 
Hoo. Sir H ney S. Berkeuey, K.C. 
’ Hon. Dr. Ho Kar, M.B., C. tL. CoML. 
Hoo Me H. E. Potwock, K.UV. 
Hon, Mr. Wer Yous, U.M.u. 
Hon, Mr. MURRAY STEWART. 
Mr, C. Cueacants (Clerk of Councils), 
‘ MINUTES. 
The miautes of tne previous mee ing were 
read, and confirmed. 
FINANCIAL MINUIES. 

The CoLonraL Secketary, by command of 
Bis Hxcellensy the Governor, laid on the table 
Financial Minutes (Nos. 33 to 40 aud moved 

_ that they be referred to the Finance Committee. 

The CoLoNraL TREASURER seconded. 

Hoa. Mr. PoLLock ~Your fxoallancy, with 
regard to the motion which has just been made, 
I would uraw your Eixcellency's attention to the 
fact that notice was sent ont to us a few days 
ago referring to Financial minutes 33 to 35 
only. Now, Sir, on coming up tr this Cuancil 
this afternoon we ficd Financial Minute No. 36 
struck ont, and Financial Minute No. 40) 
substituted ; and we find many extra Financial 
minutes, one minute involving a very large 
amount indeed, namely $186,500 for the 
Mongkoktsui breakwater. I don't think, Sir, 
that a vote of that magnitude should 
be suddenly sprung upon the Council 
at the last moment, a vote whioh is not 
included in any way in ths notioes which were 
sent out. It is not inocluded in the Financial 
minutes circulated to members with notices of 
the meeting, and 1 don't thiak, Sir, we ought to 
be asked to pass a vote on that minute this 
afternoon. 

The CotoniaL Seceetany—Sir, the hon: 
member seems to be under a misapprehension. 
Ié was not intended to ask the Counoil, 
Sir; to vote the sum under that Finanoial 
Minute this afternoon. It was only proposed 
to refer to the Finance Committee, where 
1. shall have much pleasure in giving the 
hon, member and other hon. members 
every information on the subject. It is to 
be regretted, Sir, that the minute was not 
forwarded with the orders of the day. The 
object in having it put forward, Sir, was that 
the Council might have the earliest possible 
information of the liability the Governmgat 
have inourred, and that a note for the funés 
might be taken as soon as possible, - 

His ExceLLENCY—Tbo hon. member will I, 
Gare say, be satisfied with the explanation which 


c 


SenSray anneal 


rg 
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my hon, friend, the Colonial Beoretary. has 
made. This is always a pro fornia vote. and wa 
were especially anxious to get this circulated 
in time, in order to give the committee the 
fullest possible opportanity of considering this 
vote, more expecially as the number of sittings 
of the Council is rapidly drawing to a olose 
this session. Thersfora we hadfit laid on the 
table to-day ia ordar to give 
longer opportunity of considering it. 
objections, or any requests for information 
which any hon. member w3ll Hes, may be 
made in committee. rs 

The motion was agreed to. i 

THB FLOOD DONATION. 

His ExceLLency—Gentiemén, a few days 
ag) this Counoil voted a sum of $3,000 for the 
relief of distress in South China. That sum 
was duly forwarded throu ch the{Consul- General 
to the Governor-Goneral of the I'wo Kwong 
Provinoes, and I have just receiyed his ackuow- 
ledgment, that is to suy, the acknowludgment of 
the Consul-Geueral, to the deofatab whioh was 
sent. [ will read what he say-:—‘? With reference 
to my daspatch No. 104 of thé 15th instant [ 
hive now the honour to enclosej copy of a des- 
patch which [ have recsived from the Viceroy 
in which His Excellency requests me to convey 
to Your Excellency his deep or of gratituie 


for the munificent donation voted by the Hong- 
kong Legislative Council at Your Exoellonoy's 
instanc',from the revenue of the Colony as a 
coutribution towards the relief of the sufferers 
from the reosnt disastrous floods in Kwangtuog 
aud Kwangsi. ‘Tne cheque has, His Excellenoy 
adds, been handed to the Prefeat of Canton for 
tranamission to the charitable Guilds to whom 
t.e distribution of orgasiz-d'relief has beeo 
entru-ted.—L bave tha honour to be your obedieat 
servaut, Harry H. Fox, -Aoting Consal- 
sieneral,” 

Tuis enclosure is in Chiness and [am not 
compet-nol to read it, nor a I think the 
mijerity of membsrs would b4 interested, if [ 
was, Members will sev that aiens the pap-rs 
laid oo th: tabi+ to-dsy is} correspoudenoy 
r liting tu the West River flfods. 

FUINANCL L, 

Tha Cou.NtAL SECRETARY) by command af 
lig Exovliency the Governor,|liid on tha table 
tus r-port of the Fiuance Vommittes (Nw. 12), 
aod t.oved its aloption. 

the COLONIAL TREASURE 
the motion was ugrerd ty, 

PAPMBS. 


s3condei, and 


The COLONIAL Sscrwerary, by command of 
His Excelloncy the Governor} laid on the table 
the following papers :—Corrpsp ndence rela- 
ting to the West River Eloods; R-port af the 
Inspector of Schools for the yaar 1907; Reapsrt 
onditiou of the 


on the health and sanitary 
Colony of Hougkong for the yaar 1907. 
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS PENSION FUND, 
Hon Mr. Pouuock, pur 
asked: —With reference to t 
paragraph 5 of the Despatc 
Administering the Governme 
tary of Slate, dated the 24th 
effect that '‘ graat majority of 


e statement 


opposed tv the transfer of th 
Goveroment state whether an 


opposed to the transfer of 


tion of their views on the subject? 


The CoLonraL SeceetaRy replied: —There 
are 610 subscribers on the lists. All except 
Post Office staff, 
officers in some ontstations, and those on leave 
have been asked to express their views. Returns 
our hundred and 
six have either expressed their approval or 
stated they had no qbjection jto the transfer. 
t is impossible 
favour oppospd 
It is probable that all have altered 

Thus it will bo seen that 167 have 
given no opinion. Jf they wera all opposed there 
would still be a majority of 912 in favour lof 


pensioners and the Shanghai 
are in most cass complete. 


Thirty-seven have objected. 
to say how many of those now 
it bafore. 

their views, 


the Government's proposals. 


Hon, Mr. Muepay Stewart—Thelanswer|to 
seems to also answor mine. 
vase 
he 
the 
Widows’ end oe Fand, with regard Ito 

8 proposal to take over that 


that qnestion 


Mr, Stewart's question jwas— Have 
Government taken steps fo asourtain 
individaal wishes of contributora to 


the Governmen 


t 


scribers aro for, add how| many ageinst, that 


of a Bill entitled 
he Council a} 
Any: 


ant to notice, 
io 

of the Officer 
t to the Seore- 
ane, 1907, t> the 
the contributors, 
and all the directors, except the Chairman, were 
Fund”, will the 
, and, if so, how 
many, of the contributors, [who were then 
| the fund, have 
given notice to the Government of any altera- 


(Joly 25, 1908. 


Fand : and, if so, will the Government inform 
the members of this Council how many. sub- 


proposal P _ ; ; 
THB EVIDENCS CRDINANCE. : 
The CoLontalL, SECRTARY, in the absence of 
the Attorney-Geaeral, moved tho first resding 
an Ordipanoa to amend the 
Evidence (Colonial Statutes) Ordinance, 1908, 
The CoLoNIAL TREASURE? seconded, and 
the Bill was read a first time. 
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS’ PENSION FUND, 
The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY moved the second 
reading of the Bill ontitied An Ordinance to 
provide for the Transfer {o the Goverhment of 
Hongkong of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Pen- 
sion Fund and of the Management and 
Control of the Pensions of Widows and 
Orphans and to consolidate the laws in 
relation thereto. Ia dding so he said :— 
‘Lhe correspondence that has been ilaid 
on the table shows the reasons for the pro- 
posals of Government embodied in this Ordin- 
ance, which is in contribu in return for 


the contributions of contributors to the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Fund, consisting in a 4 per cent 


-deduction from their salaries, the Government 


should take over the Fand and guarantee the 
payment of the pensions theregoder whioh are 
oalolulated on the basis of 6 per cent compound 
interest upon the monies|in the Fand. The 
object for which the Widowa' and Urphans' 
Pension Fond was ingtituted in 1891 was 
to obliga otficers of this|Government to make 
provision for their widows and orphans, siace 
the pensions which officers earn under the rules 
of tne Colonial Service are payable to offivers 
only and nt to their widows and children, 
Lhe necessity for sach # fuad was demoastrated 
in this Colony ia the years prior to 1891, waea 
applications to Goveramdat and, indeed, to the 
Publio of this Uolony for charitaule relief of 
thy widows 1n / orphans of deosaged officers were 
of very frequent ocoutrence, Offiosrs who 
jviued the Service prior ty tue iusutauon of the 


tuod bad the optioa of] joining it. Offlocrs 
whu joined afer 1891 were obliged to join as 
& COudition precedent their appoiuument, 


Now it will be asked why does the Government 

wish to take over the fund? Tbe answer is 

that the objsot of the! Goverament is pri- 

marily benevolent. It js very desirable that 

the solvency uf the fund should be disured: 

Now, under the existing Ordinance, Government 

is bound to pay 6 per cpat. compound interest 

on the monies belonging {to the fund. As long 
as there isa surplus of asketa over liabilities such 
contribution by Government is sufficient. Bat 
if, as might bappen at some fatare time, thers 
were a debit instead of a oredit balanoe, the 
deficit would inoreass gince the Governme.st 
contribution of interest would be caloulated on a 
Bum smaller than that needed to meet the 
future liabilities of thefand. The Government 
contribution would, in|fact, be less than that 
needed to maintain the equilibriam between 
assex(s and liabilities. Io the contingency of a 
deficit one of threa things would have to 
nappen, Hither the | fand would become 
bankrupt,whioh would bg a calamity for the many 
depandent ou it: or contributions would have 
to |be increased, or| pensions would have 
to ba reduced. Both /these latter remedies 
would involve muob diasatisfaction and are to 
be avoided if possible. | Secondly, the Govern- 
ment by taking over the fund avoids 
the| actual payment of interest on balances, 

shonld such exist- Thirdly, uniformity with 
the|systems obtaining jn the Civil Service of 
Ceylon andin the Civil Service of the affiliated 
ooldny of the Straits Settlements is attained. 
Thé advantages to the dontributors to the fund 
arelthat they are assured of the solyenoy of the 
fund; of the permanengy of their rate of con- 
trijution; and of the payment of pensions 
under the more favourable tables attaghed to 
thiq Bill—tables which |the Seoretary of State 
coubiders the Government guarantee of the fand 
justify. In addition, the fund is relieved of the 
heavy expense of periodical valuations by 
very highly paid actuaries, such valuations be- 
ing] obviously necessary while the fund is not 
vugranteed. ‘Che following direct advantages are 
contaised in this Bill and with the new pen- 


from the Ordinance which it supersedes :—(s) 
Ba¢helors, who are dismissed the Service, or 
whp die, have 50 per cent of their contributions 


sion table constitute jits prindipal differenca - 


‘ 


TGR Gra ae 


Laney wlice re se ee 


gut: 


ee re eesti ers ne 


_Faiys, 1008) 


returned to them or to their peel represent- 
Btives as the case ry: Aras (b) Widowers, in the 
P wives, withont children, 
or leaving children beyond the pensionable age, 
are permitted to cease their contributions on 
leaving the Service-and obtain a refund of 50 
per cené of their contributions from the date of 
their wives’ deaths or of their children exoced- 
ing pensionable age. (c) Compound interest at 
8 per cent. is allowed in calcula g@ the contribu- 
tions of bachelors, This is s valuable privilege 
especially in the case of those offlocers who have 
served for a considerable period before marry- 
ing. (d) The new tables attached to this B 
are more favourable by from 15 per cent, to 
20 per cent, in the case of the average offloer 
who has joined the Hongkong Service, and the 
fund, at the beginning of his career. On the 
other hand, the officer who joins the Service 
ever the age of forty will probably not get so 
good s pension for his widow and children 
under the new tables as under the old ones. 
But it is provided that officers already in the 
Service shall not get less. The object is to 
prevent the fund being unduly burdened by large 
pensions tothe widows of highty-paid officers who 
Join this service late in life, Let me now turn for 
& moment to the objections that have been 
raised by the minority to the taking over of the 
fand by Government, First of afl, there are 
the bachelors who object to be muloted for the 
benefit of their married colleagues. They 
are of two classes, The young Aang gay, whom 
1 will designate the * Butterfly Brigade.” Of 
them it may be safely predicted that they 
will marry as soon as they can make 
up their minds which partionlar flower among 
the many they devote their attention to is 
likely to taste the sweetest over a period of 
years, The other is the smaller company of 
would-be misog-ynists, Any woman ‘will tell 
you that these are easier to capture than the 
fickle order of butterfly. I venture to predict 
that they will go down like common nine- 
ping, if and when they meet the right girls, and 
the latter are favoured with op ortunity. Then 
you have a small sect who disbelieve in disease 
and death, These hope for immortality. One 
can only envy their belief. But til! some of 
them refuse to die we cannot well make ex- 
ception in their favour. Then you have a squad 
which advocates provision of a capital sum for 
the maintenance of the widow instead of a 
pension. Now to this lass I would speak a word 
of warning. The thing has been tried at home 
in the Workmen’s Compensation Act and has 
proved a failure, Experience shows that none 
are 80 extravagant as widows left with a lump 
sum of money; and it has been observed that 
what they delight to waste their resources on is 
the acquistion of a new, and, as they think, more 
eligible husband. Now I am quite sure that no 
married contributor of the Hengkong Widows’ 
and Orphang’ Pension Fund would contemplate 
with equanimity the prospect of his widow 
falling into the arma of another man, Then 
you come to the individual who considers that 
if the Fund remained as it is, it might be 
poesible to inoreage the pensions, owing 
to excess of contributions over pensions, 
It is extremely difficult to convince this 
class that in advancing this doctrine they 
are calling in question the calculations of the 
expert actuaries who valued the Fund in 1900, 


-and the advice whioh the Secretary of State 
‘has since received from the actuaries, Now, 


Bir, as has been explained in the Secre. 
tary of State’s despatch, the acouracy of 
the pension tables coronas on two factors 
namely, the closeness of the approximation o 
the mortality experienced and that assumed in 
the mortality table; and secondly, the accuracy 
of the actuarial process by which the pension 


_ tables-are deduced from the mortality table and 
: the rules ofthe Fond. Let me give an example 
- of. how an actuary would value our Fund. He 
- Would take each individual contributor and make 
“ sg creditor and debtor account for him, On the 


credit side, he will put down the contributions 
already received from him, accumulated at six 
per cent. compound interest, and also the 
calculated value:of any future contributions, 
On the debit side he will put down the 
calculated value of any prospective: pension 
to widow and children. This value must, 
of course, be calculated b estimating the 
probability of ‘the oontributor dying in 
any one year; the probability in the event 


a, 
lth 
oe 
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of his death of his wife 


the expectan 


of her 


the mortality table. 


ditions it is impossi 


real reagon, 


others. 


- Now I flo not suppore 
that anyone will call in q 
Process by 
made. Life insuran 
sume to do so. 
‘hat the determinin 
of the calo 


which the paloulations 
ance com 
It will ! be jseen 
factot in fixing the 
tion isi the soouracy bf 
Owing 
ble, and al 
¢ accurate mortality tables 
en don’t spend their lives h 
Therefore ac 
compelled to ad 
colonies, and t 
If they wished 


t the mortality tables af other 
evet likaly to adopt 
to, a sufficient number 


ey are n 


of lives would have to be 


calculation of the tables nat 
larger the number of li 
members of the Fand 
and to obtain tables of an 
would be necessary to ob 
lives of contributors inc 
wives and children, 
examples. There is a 
tain 


. It is exchange. 
fund since contributions 


But it bas large and 
liabilities. 
ke 
in exchang 
possible to hope for better 
now offered Lastl 
objects that the 


sterlin 
must 


tables for the 
any balance is available for 


parposa 


the present subscribers 
bonuses on the pensions, 


have to be two valuations 
& heavy expense to burde 
And for the reasons stated above a valuation 
eal experience of the mortality 
rs to the 


now without an 
among subsori 
would not throw any material! 
on the matter. It may be objepted tuat in such 
case the Government incurs 
over the Fand. Well, it can 
it inours a responsibility. Whether thera is a 
risk or not turns on the pdint whether the 
mortality experience of Ceylon js too favourable, 


In other words whether 


The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, 


Hon. Mr. 


Morear Sra 
cellency, The interesting a 
have jast listened is an instructive comment on 
the correspondence which was 
of this Council a week ago. |/In that corres- 
pondenoce, it appears to me, arp to be found all 
the facts to which our at 
drawn, and it is, to say the 1 

able that the significance of! these facta has 
been so long in impressing themselves upon the 
minds of officials in this Colony, including the 


Hon. Colonial Secretary. 


June, 1907, he referred to thd fact that the 
contributors felt that the Hongkong fund had 
had a favourable start, and h 


; : of the present proposal was made. The sub; 
rapidly that they might ¢ : is | Fost Paiftoult one to understenas 
forward to a possible inoregée in pensions, andjeven now there arg many contributors of 
even o2 the Ceylon rates, iff the fund were voredited intelligence who think that: anti] 
kept separate and further valuations were made ne “valuation of the fund has been it 
from time to time: He did not dissent from is unfair to ask them to|relingaish their rights 
pene ogr and that view te upged witht even | Wt pies tha nae view the 


und, and is signed by members of this Council 

now present, Therefore it sepms to me that 

it is not captious criticism whith describes this 

change of attitude ag a remarkable conversion. 

We now learn that the majority is in favour 

of the proposals which, a year parang to my 
2 8 


certain knowledge very much Ices 
ago—were a as ineqpitable. It will 


naturally 


be 


“If 


ves invéstigated is. The 
are a small communi 

y degtee of accuracy it 
tain the statistics of the 
luding the lives of their 
in maby thousands of 
nother element of uncer. 
The Fand is a dollar 


A substantial reserve 
pt to guard against fluctuations 
e. For these reasons it is im- 
pénsions than are 
y there is the objector who 
Fund should be valued he- 
fore Government takes it over and not after. 
Now, the pension tables under the existing 
Ordinance are different to thé 
Bill now before Counoil, 

State has promised that there 
after this Bill b-oomes lawi under the naw 
of iascertaining jf 
distribution among 
inithe shape of 
There would thus 
which would ba 
njthe fund with. 


not be denied that 


lo; 
place to live in than Hoagko 
it may fairly be assumed that fhere 
little difference and that therefore Government 
does not incur undue riek in guaranteeing the 
pavions caloulated in the tables attached to 
is Bill. 


tyre tere 


g alive and | the contribators wish fc 


, ; see |no groundion which it can be op; ; 
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pregent proposals inequitable, now regard them 
as 4dvantageous, we have still to consider 
rights of the minority, | Lord Rigin’s letter 
January 1907 states|that it is “desirable 
the contributors) should not foel that 
have a griévance.” 

eyed a minority of thea contributors, ‘In 


® 
vis.j with atoicism, But in this affair it appears 
saoh necessity, no need 
to ride rough shod even over a minority. If it be 
the eerie no; manner of acid 
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of | the fand, as |valued, warrants it. 
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arid the prospect of receiving $30,C0® per 
annim ina paying $5,000 against it for as 
long as the gods will continue the luck of 
the Fund—this advantage we could all under- 
stand, Ob, but, it is said, the Government is 
not going to make anything ont of this transfer, 
in the long run; the benefits are all in favour 
of the contributors. This brings into view 
another aspect of the question that calls for 
delay. If, the present proposals are highly 
advantageous to the oontributora in the 
long run, they must be equally disadvant- 
ageous to the Hongkong taxpayer. I am 
sure no taxpayer would be likely to grudge 
whatever benefits are likely to acerue under this 
Bill to the wives of departed officials, bat as 
so much has been made of the liability of the 
fund, so much said as to the prospecta of it 
becoming insolvent unless taken over, that at 
least the Hongkong Public may be pardoned for 
desiring to know a litt'e more definitively than 
they do at present the nature of the liability to 
which this Ordinance commits them. There- 
fore if seems to me that for more than one. 
reason itis desirable for the Government to have 
an up-to-date valuation made and thereafter to 
bring their transference proposal to this Council. 
This, it seems to me, would have been the wisest 
course to pursue, this is what I think ought to 
have been done, and this I hope the Colonial 
Government will even now, at the eleventh 
hour, agree to press for. I cannot see any im- 
mediate necessity for this Bill ; I do not approve 
of the method of its propulsion. I am not 
satisfied that justice is being done to the rights 
of an unrepresented minority. On prinoiple I 
object to a measure of this nature being forced 
through this Council, and I beg your Excellenoy 
not to proceed with the Second Reading and 
to appeal to the Seoretary of State to post- 
pone the operation of his predecessor's fiat. 
Hon. Mr, Pottocx—I support the pro- 
Peale just moved by the hon. member opposite. 
think, Sir, that in this matter the wishes of 
the minority, although they appear to be a 
comparatively small number, should reosive 
more attention. In this matter we are dealing 
with a body, more or less permanent, of civil 
servants who for many years devote their time 
and service, in many cases for 30 years, to the 
blic service of the Colony, and in that case ib 
is obvious that certain conditions of permanence 
should be observed in dealing with them. I 
venture to suggest for the consideration 
of this Council that the minority should 
not have forced upon them in the disposal of 
the fund to which they have contributed 
different conditions from those under which 
they to contribute to the fund. Pro- 
bably hon. members will remember the very 
celebrated legal case which went to the House 
of Lords some few years ago, the case of the 
Free Church of Scotland, It will be remembered 
that the majority of the members who took part 
in that decision of the House of Lords very 
strongly emphasised the fact that where a fund 
been contributed to for a certain purpose 
and under certain conditions it should not 
be diverted. I think, Sir, that the hon. 
member opposite has very forcibly urged 
arguments in support of the proposition whioh 
he has submitted and I content myself by 
mre that I agree with those arguments, 
HE COLONIAL SHcRETARY—Sir, the hon. 
member nominated by the Chamber 
of Commerce twitted me with 


inconsis- 
tency, but if he will read m despatch 
of the 24th June, 1907, he will not find 


therein one single word in the nature of 
expressing an opinion one way or the other, 
I wad asked by the Secretary of State to 
have this question of the transfer of the 
fund further considered and if possible to 
legielate in the necessary direction. I found 
Bir, that the service almost to a man oppos 

the Proposal, and I offered, as it turned ont, 
extremely sound advice when I suggested to 
the Secretary of State to let the matter rest. 
The matter has rested, Sir, with the result that 
now after a year’s consideration and after tak- 
ing the trouble for the first timeto inform 
themeelves of the - nature of this Widows 
and Orphans’ Pension Fund, the service 
has come round. The hon member said ¢ 

conversion was remarkable, Well it is some- 
what remarkable, but it ia not at all suprising 
when you have been behind the scenes and 
know the condition of absolute ignorance 


which prevails among tho vas majority of 
the contributors as to the benefits accruing to 
them under the old pension fdand and under 
the new pension fund. Now, Sif, last year the 
civil servants got it into their heads that life 
insurance companies would giye them better 
terms than they would get undér the Widows’ 
and Orphans’ Fund, They imagined that the 
terms would be better in this /way—that the 
pensions to their widows would be almost equal 
and that bachelors would have fhe satisfaction 
of knowing that their relatives would benefit by 
their insurance policies, Certajn members of 
the service took a typical cage, calculated it on 
the life insurance tables of one of the companies 
in the Colony, and set it side by side with the be- 
nefits accruing under the Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Fond, and the Service to a man oxolaimed 
‘The Government, as u:ual.} is doing us 
in the eye; we can get better terms from 
some commercial house in Queen{s Road.” But 
it was discovered that in these figures which 
had been circulated a little errdr of between 40 
and 50 per cent had been madg in caloulating 
the pensions that would accrue in the insurance 
company. When that little fact became known 
the service naturally threw the suggestion of 
compulsory life insurance overboard. A life 
insurance company here was asked whether it 
would take over the Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Pension Fund and guaranteo| the pensions 
thereunder, but their reply was very vague, 
to the effect that they wished to consult 
their directors at home. We have heard 
nothing more about it, and I am not 
surprised, because owing to the conditions 
of the fund, owing to the fact that the widows 
and orphans have benefitted by} the contribu- 
tious of bachelors, whioh is of the essence of the 
fund, the pensions ascoruing under this fund 
are very much more favourable, The conver- 
sion in the service I said { now, was 
remarkable, I referred to the ignorance which 
had existed as to the benefits docrning under 
the fund. That ignorance was absolutely 
colossal, I will give you an stance in my 
own experience, I have an jextremely in- 
telligent set of Chinege olerks in tha 
office and I asked one the gther day—Da 
you know what your pension is under the 
Widows’ and Orphans’ Fand F iI suppose it ig 
some wretched $7 or $8 8 month; he answered,” 
I told him to caloulate it, and when he did 


ao he found that it was$35 8 month, And soon 
really taken 
the trouble to find ont what amount he would 
nt reduction, 
ey find it is 

willing if 
should be put on a permanent basis guar. 
auteed by the Government, thereby showing 
Now whatiof the minor- 
ity P A great deal has been jsaid of them. 
37 men? 
Surely you don’t propose that the vast majority 
of the civil servants are to forego the benefits 
which I have described in my opéning speech in 
order that these 37 men may play dog-in-the- 
manger. It seems to be impossible to getit into 
their heads that there is any benefit at all in the 
fund, and I venture to say that these 37 men 
have either not calculated their |pension under 
this fund or they are bachelors who never intend 
to marry or else they belong tp that body of 
cross-grained individuals who view all Govern- 
n my opening 


right down the service; nobody 


get in return for the four per 
Now they have found it. Th 
good business and they a 


no little wisdom. 


What are you to do with the 


ments proposals with disfayour. 
speech I tried to demonstrate that a valuation 
now would be simply throwing money away—a 
valuation was made as recently 4s 1900, and oy 
that valuation pension tables werd instituted on 
the highest actuarial advice: For the reasong 
I have tried to give it is inovncejvable that if a 
valuation ware made now, the result would be 
materially different. The colony of Mauriting 
was Mentioned and it was stated @ valuation was 
being taken there prior to a rl taking! 
over the fund, but the conditions in that old, 
established Colony are not ovumparable to thal 
conditions here; and because a |valuation was 
made in Mauritius it did not follow that it was 
necessary that one should be madé here, It has 
algo been alleged that there has beén undue haste 
in this matter. That, Sir, is an |extraordinary 
charge inasmuch as it is evident from the cor- 
respondence laid on the table that this question 
has been under consideration sitce 1903. In 
1905, nearly three years ago, thd proposal was 
brought forward in this Cound to trans. 


fund to Government and the 
matter bas been under consideration more 
or legs since.- There has been no compulsion 
beni it, The Reoretary of State, it is trae, 


fer ithe 


has atid that he wishes this Ordinance passed: 
After having given the fullest oop taesons 
possible he mast have been astonished, and the 
officigla of the Colonial Office and the actuarial 
advisérs must have been astonished last year 
when|they heard that the Hongkong civil servant 
would not touch his me with the end of a 
pole. | They wrote in reply to my despatch that 
it quite evident the! contributors had not 
considered the previous correspondence and did 
nob feally understand the sabject. There 
they hit the nail on the head: the subject wae 
not understood. The hon. member who re- 

resents the Chamber of Commerce has himself 
Palle into one of those errors which are difficalt 
toavoid. He insinuates that it is good business 
for the Government in taking over this fand 
to save $30,000 in interest while they are only 
paying a bonus of $5,000. 

Tho CoLonran Szogmranr—But, Sir, the 
bonuses that the Government are guarantecing 
to pay are calculated on the basis of 6 per cent, 
ee interest, and it does not make the 
slightest difference whether that compound 
interest is paid aa itis in the special fund or 
whet. qr it is guaranteed in the pension. It is 
merely! a matter of book scoounts. What the 
GoverAmont does save by taking over the fund 
is the payment of interest on any balance that 
there} may be of assets over liabilities, In 1900 
that {balanee waa $10,000. The hon, member 
oppogite also showed a want of appreciation of 
the liabilities that fall on a fund of this 
nature when he spoke of the bonus of $5000 
ag &@ mere paltry sum out of that large balance 
of thtee lacs which the Government would take 
over.| There is nothing like taking a concrete 
case.| The other day there was a deplorable 
shipwreck in these waters when the steamor 
“Powan” wentdown, Snpposing four married 
officers of this Government, two married officers 


nm on board and had been drowned, 
in widows’ pensions would have averaged 
,009 each, or say, $6,000 in all, which at ten 
years} purchase equals a capital sum of $60,000 
tobe }set aside in the fund to cover these 
pensions. That isan example of the liabilities 
to which the fund is open. The hon. 
memer hinted that in taking over this fand 
any deficit would fall on the taxpayer, bat as 
[ said in my opening remarks there is nO 
prospect of insolvency and it is a saving for 
the Government and for the contributora to 
know/that the fund is assured. If the fund 
me bankrupt I am quite sure that the 
community and the Government would not like 
eae the widows, and orphans left destitute. 
Bat in this matter the proposals of the Govern- 
ment based on as sound advice as is obtain- 
able, | You have the valuation of 1900. The 
Secretary of State in his despateh No. 11, 
paragraph 10 said that his predeoeasor had since 
Satigalted actuaries, and during the months that 
the proposals were being made he had as good 
advicg as could be had. [don’t think therefore 
that there is any sufflcient reason for delaying 
this resolution which hag been delayed too long. 
Hig ExcuLLENCY—Gentlemen, I do not pro- 
pose to say many words on this subject since 
we bave had very fall explanations on both sides 
of thé question, on the one hand by my hon. 
friend, the Colonial seoretary, and on the other 
by thd hon. member who representa the Chamber 
of Commerce, There is one point alone { will 
take, and that is the argament by the hon. 
membbr on my right that the Imperial Govern. 
ment jhas, in this matter, 8 comparatively 
secondary intereat, Tne primary interests of 
this Colony are on the one haud, the offlciala, 
and on the other hand, the taxpayers, Wuy in 
circumstances, shoud tuis colony be 
to and ordered to pass legislativn in 
inP That, I take it, was tue gruve- 
f the question put by my hon. friend, 


Now, | gentlemen, the Imperial Government 
has very distinct and direot interest 
in is partioular question. It must 


overlooked that the civil servanta are 
appointed. by the Crown. They ave direct 
serv’ of the Crown, and the Secretary of 
State is the representative of Crown. It mast 
not be overlooked that the civil servanta. of 
this Colony may iat any time be bransferred to 
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any other, and frequently are. Therefore, 
where you have transferable services there must 
of necessity be some uniformity. The Secre- 
tary of State after, as my hon. friend said, 
most eran ag investigation and full advice, ss 
guardian of the interests of this Colony not 
only for the moment but in future, and of the 
interests of the civil servants of whom he ia 
still the more direct guardian, has considered 
this 8 more advan @ on the one 
hand for the Colony, and on the other hand for 
the civil service. Any farther delay, in addi. 
tion to the long delay which has slready oocarred 
in putting farther investigations into this 
soheme for additional valuations and so forth 
unless it were deferred for a period of perhaps 
twenty, thirty orforty years, would not givereally 
reliable figures. The best advice the Secretary 
of State has, is that on the whole it seems fair 
to both sides. The subject during the last week 
or two has been fally di and considered 
by those immediately affected right up to the 
Colonial Secretary, and the vast majority of 
the subsoribers are in favour of the change. 
In these circumstances, gentlemen, I am myself 
of opinion that we can endorse in this Council 
the proposals made in the despatches of the 
Secretary of State, and that this Bill should 
be read a second time. 


Cn inane put to the meeting the motion 
was agreed to and the Bill was read a second 
time, 


His Excurtency—Counoil stands ad journed 
until Thuraday next, 


FINANCE COMMITTEE, 
A meeting of the Finance Committee was 


then held, the CotontaL SECRETARY presid- 
ing. The following votes were passed :— 
PUBLIC WORKS, 
The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of fonr thousand six hundred and 


seventy Dollars ($4,670) in aid of the vote, 
Public Works, Recurrent, Maintenance of 
Lighthouses. 


COLONIAL SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of three hundred dollars (8300) in 
aid of the vote, Colonial Seoretary’s Department 
and Legislature, Other Charges, Incidental 
Expenses, 

PUBLIC WORKS EXTEA ORDINARY, 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of eight thousand five hundred dollars 
($8,500) in aid of the vote, Publio Works Extra- 
ordinary, Quarantine Station, 

COMPENSATION, 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of fifteen thousand dollars (15,000) 
in aid of the vote, Publio Works, Extraordinary, 
Publio Health and Buildings Ordinance, 1603, 
Compensation. 

BOTANICAL AND FORBSTRY YOTH. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
voty a sum of two. thousand dollars ($2,000) in 
aid of the vote, Botanical and Forestry Depart- 
ment, Other Cherges, Forestry in New 
Territories, =e: 

MEDICAL. 

The Governor recommended the Council to 
vote a sum of five hundred dollars ($500) in aid 
of the vote, Medical Departments, B.- Hospital 
and Asylums, Infectious Hospitals, Hulk 
Hygeia, for the following items :— 

Personal Emoluments, 


Temporary staff .. ... .., 200 
aOther Charges. 
Provisions &., ... 0... 4. 300 

Total ... ... ... 9500 


TAIPO STAFF QUARTERS, 

The Governor reoummended the “ounail to 
vote a sum of two thous nd Dollars ($2,000) in 
aid of the vote, Public Works Extraordinary, 
Staff Quarters, Tai Po. 

MONGKOKTSUI BEE -KWATER. 

The Governor recommended the Counoil to 
vote 8 sum of one hundred and eighty-six 
thousand five hundred dollars (186,50v) in aid 
of the vote, Public Works Extraordinary, 
Mongkoktaui Breakwater—Typhoon Refuge 
for Small Craft. 

The CHatnMan—Briefly this matter is 
explained thus: You are aware that the 
Government proposed to construct a typhoon 
refuge at Mongkok by the construction of a 
long breakwater. The dredger “St. Enoch” 
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has bean employed at the Natal Extension 
Works by Messrs. Panchard, Lowther and Co. 
The work is now finished and we purchased her 
at £15,000, say $170,000. It is bstimated that 
the vessel coat about £30,600, anfl we caloulate 
that when we have done with her we will be 
able to get a handsome sum by her sale, as the 
Colony cannot afford to keep her for its own 
purposes. The rest of the itemis madeupof wages 
to crew, which are a considerablé ite during 
the remaining montha of this year, It has bee. 
caloulated that by this purchase ths Government 
will save very considerably over what they would 
have spent if they had hired thel only dredger 
which is for hire in the Colony pt the presert 
time, the “Canton River.” Those are briefly 
the facts, gentlemen. 

Hon, Mr. Pottock—By voting for this we 
shall not be committing ourselves to the actual 
construction of the refuge at Mongkoktsni. By 
voting for the dredger would we he committing 
ourselves to defend the refuge schemy? That, 
Sir, is what I wish to find ont, 

he CHAIRMAN—There ig no| doubt about 
it that the dredger is part of the |Mongkokteni 
typhoon refuge scheme, and I frould remind 
you that by adopting the report bf the Public 
Works Committee (No. 1) of this year, this 
Council has committed itself to thb construction 
of that shelter. The Public Works Committee, 
after very full investigation, |recommended 
finally that this refuge at Mongkoktsui should 
be proceeded witb, and that repoyt was adopted 
by this Connoil. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—Agsuming the purchase 
of this dredger, would it not ba usefal for 
dredging at Causeway Bay P 

Hon. Commanpar Tartor-It would be 
quite useless for that. 

The CHAIBMAN—I wonld [like to take 
this opportunity of correcting| some most 
extraordinary misappehensions which exist in 
the publio mind regarding Causeway Bay. It 
seems to be considered that becausg the southern 

ortion of the bay is bare at low tide, there. 
ore Causeway Bay has silted) up. That 
is not so. That is foreshore, as dan be seen op 
the latest charts in the Colony. | If you want 
to remove that you have got to (take it away. 
The other part of Causeway Bay fia quite deep 
enough. 

Hon. Dr. Ho KarWhat is|/the area of 
Causeway Bay ? 

The CHarrman—It is 57 gorpe. There is 
another misapprehension i -shonld like to 
correct. When a typhoon is blqwing outside 
the tides are held up in this harbour. The 
effect of that is that when a typloon is on the 
foreshore Causeway Bay doea nat become ex- 
posed. There is water there for the shallowest 
purpose inside. However, the Bublic Works 
Committee desire that it should bp deepened, a 
partioular area of it,and it is being deepened, 
but personally, and I have lived in the Colony 
for twenty-five years, I beliqve a great 
misapprehension exists as to the/ condition of 
the Causeway Bay (Shelter, and {I venture to 
think my hon. friend, the Haxbour Master, 
will agree with me, ; 

Hon. ComManpER TayYLOR — Certainly. 
There is always a very high tide in a typhoon, 

Hon. Mr. Poxtrocxk—I quita follow with 
regard to what you say about the feport having 
been passed in this Council, but sinoe then, Sir, 
a good deal has happened. Asi regards the 
matter of Finance, there has been} very lengthy 
correspondence between the Government and 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the matter does 
not stand at all ag it did when that fiaanoial 
minute was passed. It is quite obvious that the 
scheme cannot be carried out if |we have diffi- 
oulty in financing, and Sir, I would like to point 
out that quite recently a schemq appeared in 
the looal presa in which Meesra: Denison, Ram 
and Gibb pointed out that the prpsent typhoon 
re uge at Causeway Bay could be; prepared at a 
comparatively small coat. ad. 

The CHarkMAN—Bob it is jin 8 wrong 
position. One of the points for making a new 
refuge is that ip should be elsewhere. Now, 
gentlemen, I would remind you that the several 
schemes for various boat shelters in the harbour 
were referred to the Publio Works Committea, 
who selected Mongkoktsni. Then the recom- 
mendation was referred to the Typhoon Relief 
Committee, That was one of] the biggest 
committees ever formed in the Colony, and every 
possible man was on it, members of the Chamber 
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of Commerce, heads of firms and everybody. 
That| committee approved of it. Then it was 
refered again to the Pablio Works Committee 
on which the representative of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr, Hewett, had a seat. a 


disoa: the matter very fully. You will fin 
it inf the Pablic Works Committee report 
(No 4) of 1907. There was then some di@erence 


of opinion, soma pf the members wanting 
to go farther afield thaa Mongkoktaui, tat 
wan to go to Choeungshawan, whi 

is 8! long way beyond Stonecuttere, Then 
it was floally settled in the first repor@ of the 
Publio Works Committee for the curreat yoar, 
and it seems to me that the thing was throshed 
out a At any rate I am prepared to 
say ‘Gat His Excellency has intimated that he 
is not prepared to reopen tha question of a site 
fora jbreakwater. The site of this breakwater 
has n practically fixed. butthe question of 
financing it, is, of course, another matter, Bat 
in vibw of the widely expressed public opinion 
that there should be an additional shelter, and 
in vigw of the references to every conceivable 
body|that could be considered to give = good 
opinion on it, the ssheme has been adopted 
by the majorily. I think you may take 
it, gentlemen, that ia voting this money 
you are assisting the Government to carry 
ont jwhat is regarded as fixed policy— 
that |is, to baild the breakwater ab Mong- 
koktgai, come what may, as the reqult of 
the fad other of the Public Works Com. 


mittge and other bodies, and the Government's 
own review of all the possible schemes. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—And I take it that when 

this money is voted, the Government is going 
to carry out the scheme, and will get it finished 
as soon ag possible, 
The CHArRMAN—This dredgor is sotually in 
our possession. It came into our possession 
yong, and we propose ag soon as we oan 
possibly arrange it to start her on her new 
career of digging out the trenoh. 

Hon. Mr. Pottock—Was the bay on the 
north east of Stoneoutters, considered at all; the 
oa i whioh the “ Hygeia”’ uanally is ? 

‘he CHAIRMAN —No, not that aide. 
long way to get to that. 

Hon, Mr. PoLock—Not much further from 
West Point than to get to Mongkoktaui, 

The CHarrMaN—I don't agree with you 
there, The siteon Stonecutters suggested was 
at the south-east corner. 

n. Mr. PoLLock—The south-east corner 
oh more exposed than the north. 

e CHatkMiN—Hon. unofficial members 
would no doubt like to refresh their memories by 
having s copy of the reports, I will ask the 
clerk to be good enough to send you the aL 
of the Public Works Committee, No. 3 of 1907 
and No, 1 of 19/8, and to be good enough to 
send copies to the Press also. They contain 
most interesting information. 

Hon. Dr. Ho Kar—And will you defer this 
vote F 

Thé CasirMAN—No, Sir. I don’t see any 
neceasity, The dredger is there, and we have got 
to pay for her. 

Hon. Mr. Poxnuocx—I understand the 
Government have absolutely purchased this 
dred ger P 

The CaarzMan—We have purchased her. 
Even if there was a chauge of site we would 

still'want the dredger. What I want to make 
clear is, as far as I knbw, his Exoelloncy has 
not any ides of giving up the Mongkok scheme. 

The Committee then adjourned. 


—_—_————— 

The Stratts Times says it is reported that 
Mesars. Howarth, Erskine and Company, Ltd. 
have secured the contract for the supply of 
steel materials for the'new building of the 


Hongkong Hotel Company Ltd. ~The contract 
is said to amount toa good round sum of money. 


It isa 


H 
inm 
T 


The body of the Huropean found in the 
harbour last week ae ar vice ened cai ibe 
hi have had it photographed, an C) 
bis ographs have been, freely circulated, but 
without avail. It is beliéved that deceased must 
haw been a member of the orew of some vessel 
which has since left port) His death must have 
been) Sceidental or self sought, as there were no 
of violence on thé body, and money was. 

in his purse, 


mar 


ge 
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(FROM OUE CORRESPONDENT,) 


THE FLOOD. 

His Excellency Viceroy Coang haa issued an 
appeal. to all the Viceroys and Governors of 
Provinces to co-0 te with him to ra{fse the 
sum required to relieve the distress in the Two 
Kwang provinces cansed by the racent floods, 

The authorities are requested to stimulate 
the zeaP of the wealthy in their respective 

. distriota, The sum required ig about two 
million taals and the money collected would be 
advanced as 8 loan. The Vioeroy himself 
sabscribed a portion of his salary towards the 
fund. His appeal gives full details of the 
disastrous effects of the flood in the different 
districts and States that such a calamity is 
unprecedented in the annuals of the province. 

The inag tion of the Flood Fund Bazaar 
here will take place on the 3let instant. The 
committee have already received numerous 
valuable gifts from the gentry, merchants, and 
girl schools. The Bazaar is to be open for 
seven days and nights. A charge of 50: cents 
is to be made for admission. 

ANOTHER SEIZURM OF ARMS, 

It is reported that a big seizure of arma and 

ammunition has bseen made in Kongmoon, the 
| valua being stated as $10,00C. Tho arms were 

to be conveyed to a familyin Sun-Wui where 

a clan dispute was going on. This will no 

deubt end the dispute as one of the belligerents 

will certainly get into serious trouble over the 

matter. 

DULLNESS OF TRADE. 

One of the principal industries in Fat Shan 
= is the manufacture of cotton cloth. This has 
: been a flourishing industry in that City for 

several decades and gave employment to 
thousands of men and women. It is carried 
on in hand-looms and many of the weavers 
werk in their own houses. Over a million 
dollars of this textile are annually manufactured 
and sold in the interior and other provinces 
The oloth is obiefly manufactured from 
imported foreign cotton yarn. It is 
: reported that the demand for the native 
j oloth this year has diminished considerably. 
Recently ost half the number of shops 
dealing in this article have closed down, reasons 
given being dullness of trade, bad harvests and 
keen competition of foreign piece goods, 


FIRE. 

Tn your issue of the 18th instant you gavea 
wammary of the fire which occured in the 
Viceroy's Yamen. Here are further partiou- 
lars Owing to an ‘unsatisfactory explauation 
concerning the origin of the fire His Excellency 
the Viceroy has ordered the arrest of the two 
servants of his clerk Ting, and sent them to the 
Nam Hoi. 

They were tried by the Chief Magistrate 
Chang. When qoestioned both prisoners stated 
that they have been in Ting’s employ for 
the last eight years and during that time they 
had never committed any fault or blunder (!) 
On the morning in question their master as 
usual locked his door, hung the key outside and 
: went to his breakfast. There was no lamp 
: burning in the room and nobody was smoking 

opium. They only knew the place had caught 

fire when they saw amoke coming from the 

direction of the room. The same questions 

were put to them many times but olicited the 

same answer, Thoy denied all knowledge of the 
« origin of the fire, The case is adjourned for 
farther trial. 

CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. 

The local authorities bave received a 
cablegram from Peking stating that an 
Tmperial Edict has been issued appointing H.E. 
Chang Chi Tang as the Chief Superintendent 
of the Canton-Hankow Railway Company. It 
is belisved that the above announcement will 
give satisfaction and pacify the bhot-headed and 
tronblesome Cantonese shareholders. 

5. OPIUM ORUSADE, 

The Police have been instructed to stop the 
manufacture of all cr smoking implements 
and the Customs Authorities have been request- 
ed to prevent tha importation of same, 
future'those who still continue to manafaéture 
or import. these articles will be severely 
punished. | . 


~ 
‘ 


PRECAUTIONS REGARDING RERORMEBS. . .. : 


His Excellency Viosroy Chang Has received & 
telegram from the Central Government instruct- 
ing him to be ‘cautious with reformers taking 
up official positions in all the ordinance depart- 
ments and powder magazines and ordering him 
te institute investigations in all ¢hose de 
ments and find out the antecedents of the officials 
at present emplo 

PROMOTION OF TRADE AND AGRICULTURE. 

The Grand Council has telegraphed to H. E. 
the Viceroy instructions for the promotion of 
trade and agriculture in the Province, Ais 
Eroellency is ordered to investigate thoroughly 
the nature (objects?) of the travelling public, 
and more especially to directjhis| attention to 
the steam launch service in the} interior; to 
hold meetings to enodurage the people to 
open new industries and foste# agriculture. 
The instruotions enjoin the Vicerpy to impress 
on the people to do these:things in earnest. 

DANGEROUS EXPLOSION. 

Last week a keg containing fifty pounds of 
smokeless gun powder exploded fin the Wing 
Chai Powder Magazine situated outside the 
North Gate, Part of the roof tof the 
building was blown off and j{the wooden 
floor of the magazine caught fire, but 
fortunately there were several hottles of fire 
extinguishing chemical fluid in readiness and 
the fire was put out without further mishap. 
The officer in charge of the Magagine not being 
able to discover the origin of tha accident put 
it down to spontaneous combustion caused by 
excessive heat of the sun. 

A NOVEL PUNISHMERT. 

It is the duty of the Provincial Treasurer to 
furnish annually before the sixth moon a 
memorial containing a detailed gocount of the 


to the Throne. His Excellencyfs accountants 
have been rather late this year in furnish. 
ing the accounts. So far Tyeasurer Woo 
has beer unable to draw up {the memorial 
owing to the accounts not being ready. Yes- 
terday he summoned the chipf accountant 
Chan to explain the reason of the delays, and 
on receiving an unsatisfactory explanation, 
His Excellency ordered Chan tojkneel down in 
the Court for two hours asa slight punishment, 
after which a limited time was given to have 
the accounts ready and, if he] exceeded the 
time, he would be dismissed from|service. 
THX MINTING OF COPPER CENTS STOPPED. 
Before the minting of coppey cents by the 
Provincial mint here, Hongkong copper cents 


| were in great demand, ‘fhe market has been 


simply inundated with native} copper cents 
since the Provincial Mint commetoed producing 


them. They have consequently |been at a big 


discount and there has been a /huge accumu. 
lation of theee coins at the Mint. 
Provincial 
enormous profits in circulating them. 


Department) cn discovering that the demand 
was diminishing considerably 
regulation that all salaries of Government 
Officials were to be paid 80 perjoent. in silver 
and 20 per cent. in copper cents As a means of 
forcing those coins into the jmarket. This 
practically means a small reduction of their 
salaries. It is reported that receptly some high 
officials who were dissatisfied 
regulation appealed to the Throne. 
result was that an Imperial E ict was issued 
ordering the Provincial Mint fo cease mint- 


ing copper cents~ for three | months, The 
y ‘rising and| 
i| Hastings 


value of these coins is gradus 
the officials are now paid entirely in silver, 
OFFICIAL DBPUTATION. . 

His Excellency Viceroy Chang has deputed 
Tactai Wei Han as special delagate to proceed 
to Tonking to apply for thp rendition of 
about ten-rebels who are now detsined there. 
Mr. Wei Han is an oxcellent French scholar 
and, besides holding the office} of adviser on 
foreign affairs, he fills several oherous positions 
such as Chief Director of the Ganton-Kowloon 
Railway, Director of the Whampoa Torpedé 
Fleet, and Director of the Ordinance Depart 
ment, He will proceed to Tonking with e 
Magistrate Chan Pak Han this jweek. 

THE BOYCOTT. 

The members of the. Ses Delicacies Guild ip 
Fat Shan called a special meeting on the 20th 
instant with a view to stimulating the native 
industry of sea delicacies. (The Chairman 


stated in his 
the notice of nlc 
ata pate 1) ercllased t reign (J ) 

olandestinely oreign (Japanese) sea 
delicacies, A resolution was put and passed, 
that in future any op or firms discovered 


dealing in fore 
fine of 1,000 Aa 


issue of this date,.as 


The 
Government had {been making 
The 
Bureau of Local Affairs (Provincial Financial 


enforced a | 


with the new 
The 
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| that it had been brotdght: to 
C) et that certain dealers who 
making money have 


sea delicacies are liable to a 
for each offence. 


SPONDENOE. | 


CORR 


: > ; 
[T© THE BDITOR OP THE “ DAILY PRESS. ”) 


HONGKONG AND OPIUM. 


22nd July, 1908. 
Daarz Sire—With reference to the Article 


under the above heading which appearedia your — 
olicitors for the Opium 
Farmer of this Golony we aro instructed to 
inform you that t: 
tained ia such article does not correctly represent 
our client's true views of the sabject matter’ 
thereof, which are ‘of quite a different nature. 


report of the interview con- 


We shall be obliged if you will give this 


communication an equivalent publicity to that 
afforded to the article in question, the serious 
inaccuracy of whioh, if uncontradicted, might 
substantially damsge our olient’s interests. 


Yours faithfally, 
DEACON LOOKER & DEACON. 
[This refors to a letter written to a London 


paper by the Rev. G. A. Wilson, Seoretary of 
the Society for the Suppression of the Opium 
Trade, who quotes from the “ Malay Mail” a 
statement purporting to have been made by 


Mr. Loke Yew (who is described as the holder 


of the Hongkong opiam farm) denying that 
Provincial expenditures for the|previous year | 


the holders of the monopoly threatened to 
claim compensation should the opium resolution 
of the House of Commons be carried out, and 
further orediting’ Mr. Loke Yew with gee | 


that he would welcome the suppression an 
would puf no opposition the way of the: 
Government—ED.] 


A HONGKONG TRADE MARK CASE. 


DECIDED BY THH PRIVY COUNCIL. 


We learn that a telegram bas reached the 
Colony anncant ee that the Privy Council has 
allowed the appeal in the/famous trade-mark 
case Leuba Freres v, Ullmann & Co, with costs 
in Messss, Ullmann & Co.’s favour. This 
litigation, which refers to the trade mark on 
watohes imported by the parties to the action, 
had been in progress since 190.. In 1906 an 
application for an in jane lon _was heard by the 
Chief Justice (Sir Francis Pigott) who gavo 
judgment in favour of the plaintiffs, The 
defendants appealed to the Full Court, when 
His Honour the Chief| Justice upheld his 
previous judgment Mr. Justice Wiso’s jadgment 
was in the favour of the appellants. easra, 
Ulimann & Co. osrried the case to the Privy 
Council with the result above atated, 

It is understood that Mri BE. H. Sharp, K.C. 
formerly of Hongkong, was one of the Counsel 
sigased: in the owe on Messrs. Ullmann & Co’s 
bebalf. Mr: Sharp was jcounsel in the case 
(instructed by Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist) 
when it first came before the Supreme Court. 
On his leaving the ColonyjSir Henry Berkeley 

C, was instructed, 

Mr. C. D. Wilkinson is in London in con- 
nexion with the case, aq also is Mr. John 
whose firm instructed on’ the 
other side, Mr, Justice |Wiso being also at 
HHome, it ,is probable that the Hongkong Bench 
and Bar were well represented at the hearing of 
the case. 

Woe understand that the costa of this litigation 
will amount to something like $60,000. 


Rain fell almost ocontingously from Wednes- 
day noon till Thursday night, and caused several 
landslips, notably one at |Battery Path where 
several tons of earth were dislodged, and another 
large slip occurred in the Peak Road just below 


Mr. He: Humphreys) residence. Several 
shops in the Bastern ¢ ee ee itis 
in undated. The Tytam reservoir, which at the 
beginning of the meuth jas 26ft, Shin. be 
overflow, was reported day to be ‘ 


flowing. 


ae 


4 


be 


Ialy 25, 1908,] 
HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 


A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on July 2lst at the Board Room, Mr. C. Mol. 


. Menser (president), presided, and there were also 


present Hon. Mr. W. Chatham, (Vice-President), 
Hou. Mr. E. A, Irving, Lieut-Colonel Reid, 
B.A.M.C., Messrs. Shelton Hooper, H. 
Humphreys, Lau Chu-pak, and the following 
officials Dr. Pearse, (Medioal Offloer of Health), 
Dr. Macfarlane, (Assistant Medical Officer of 
Health), and A. Gibson (Becretary), 
NO SLIGHT ON THE 8ANITARY BOARD IMPLIED. 
The following reply from Government, rela- 
tive to the question of permitting water closets 
in buildings in Kowloon, was read :-— 


Colonial Seoretary’s Office, 
30th June, 1908. 

Srz,—I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter No. 4756 of the 25th 
instant, forwarding Mr. Shelton Hooper's 
remarks at tLe meeting of the Board held on 
the 23rd instant, concerning the amendment 
made by the Legislative Council in section 162 
of Ordinance 1 of 1903. The amendment was 
unanimously adopted by the Council in Com. 
mittee on the Bill, and Icoking to the fact that 
modifications often of a comparatively trivial 
nature in individual buildings require under the 
Ordinance the approval of the Governor-in- 
Council, it would appear to be an anomaly 
that. that approval shonld not equally be 
required in a matter of such enormous im- 
portance aga the introduction of water closets. 
That the power cf final approval should be 
vested in tbe Governor-in-Council does not 
therefore imply a slight on the Sanitary Board 
apy more than the final approval in the other 
cases referred to. 

F. H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. Hoopgr—Sir, Why I called attention 
to the letter the Government sent down to us 
informing us of the reason why they had mada 
that change, which I characterised as a slight 
on the Board, was on account of reasons given 
at the Legislative Council ag reported io 
“ Hansard” for making tLe proposed change. 
The,Colonial Secretary stated that “in defiance 
of medical opinion consulted, the Board had 
decided to permit water closets at Kowloon” 
It was for these reason I thought it was a 
Blight on the Board, but now the Government 
have written down and did nof reiterate that 
reasop, I am satisfied with having called atten- 
tion to it us the reasons first stated are not 
the reasons now stated. 

ADMINISTRATIVE HEAD'S INSTRUCTIONS, 

The following are the instructions for the 
guidance of the Administrative Head of the 
Sanitary Board :— 

(1) The head of the Sanitary Department 
shall Jay on the table of the Sanitary Board not 
later than the 3lst March in each year the 
proposals for important changes in the draft 
estimates of expenditure for the department 
for the following year together with proposals 
for making recommendations to Government 
for including in the estimates of public works 
extreordinary of works of a Sanitary nature 
such as latrines, market, sanitary improvements 
etc., and shall bring these estimates and pro- 
pogals before the Board for discussicn at the 
next ordinary meeting after that date. 

(2) He shall consult the Board in regard {o 
changes in the methods of procedure for giving 
effect to bye-laws relating ‘o disinfection of 
infected premises, domestic cleanliness and 
ventilation, entry and inspection of buildings, 
prevention and mitigation of epidemic, endemic 
or contagious disaage, 

(3) He shall keep the Board informed of any 
changes in the crganisation of the Sanitary 
Staff which he may deem it necessary to carry 


ou 

(4) He shall consult the Board (a before 
recommending the selection of candidates for 
the staff of inspectors ia England; or the 
appointment of sueh candidates in the Colony ; 
(b) Before recommending to Government the 
grant of leave of absence to European members 
of the staff; (c) before recommending to 
Government the dismissal cr degradation of 
any members uf the European ataff. 

(5) He shall lay on the table at each ordio ary 
meeting of the Board, complaints of the public 
against any member of the staff, 
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Mr, Hooper—It is not stated from whom September Ist. No man hae done more for 
these instructions emanate, |though probably / sanitation in this Colony than Mr, C an 
from the Government. I wduld not limit te in the respsotive offices which he has held for 
class of bye-laws, Section 2 |should read “ the last seven years he has carried out his 
byelaws.” duties faithfully. Iersgnally, I agree with Mr. 


CATS AND PLAGDR. Lau Chu-pak that Mr.| Carter’s leave should 
The following minute from the Cotontaz} be granted, and that} the work he is now 


SECRETARY was submitted regarding cats as | engaged on—oubicle work—should stand over 
plague preventers :— until his return. 


“Your Excetrexcy—I attach an extract| Mr. Lau CHU-PAK endorsed Mr. Hooper’s 
from the British Medveal Journal containing | remarks. 
an artiole on ta value of cats 43 plague preven- The PResipENtT—I shall inform the Govarn- 
ters. We owe it to the researéh of Dr. Hunter | ment that the Board hag no objection to grant- 
that hitherto inhabitants of Hongkong have | ing leave to Mr. Carter 
been discouraged from keeping cats. For Dr. MORTALITY | STATISTICS, 
Hunter discovered that cats, pigs, fowls and Based on a death rate per 1,0U0 per annum 
other of the lesser animals suffpred from plague | the mortality statistiog for the whole Colon 
——an absolute or almostabsoldte fallacy. ‘I'he ; show a percentage of 984 for the week en 
Indian Commission have established that plague | {th instant; and 29-5 tbr the week ended 11th 
in a cat is praotically ankno Your Excel- | instant, as against 25°6| for tke cormesponding 
lency suggested in Memo. 8407/1907 that | week of last year. Hg ; 
Special inducement should be hbld ont to house- RAT RETURN. 
holders to keep cats. I suggest that this} The rat retura laid oh the table showed that 
extract be now communicated do the Board who up till July !$th, 383 fats had beea deatroyed, 
might be asked to suggest meank of encouraging ; and none of these were found to be plague 
householders to keep cats, OF their utility | infeoled. 
there is no donbt. My hcase some three —— : 
years ago became infested with ra{s npon i3t 
whom ae rat-catchers of] the Sanitary ACTIONS AGAINS |} A CANTON FIRM. 
Board could make no impression—they ; ; 
caught ore about one month old. I then} Oa July 16th in the Danish Consular Court 
invested in a cat which sleared! my house in a | at Shanghai two actions were broaght sgainat 
few weeks of rats which have not appeared | Messrs. Carl W, Smithl & Co. merchants of 
since,” Canton. The first was brought by a Cantones, 
His ExcELvency's reply ta: the Hon. Mr. | merchant named Hop-Shing who olaimed 
May wus—“I thoroughly cdncur. I have | $1,370.63, being the price of a cargo of split 
thought this sometimes, and {I regret I did bamboo delivered under pontract. Dafendanta, 
not emphasise my opinion more. My only | in the pleadings disputed the claim on the 
regret isthat we shall also sea the last of our | ground that the quality was not up to contract, 
singing birds.” They alleged that plaintiff was responsible for 
The MepicaL Orricer oF Heatautinumed | the quality of the bamboo until same had been 
— With regard to the effect off cat keeping in | approved by the home ae it was also alleged 


the incidence of plague, the following pointe by the defendants that| the contract was not 
might be of interest:—Out of 598 bouses in | in order as it was only|signed by one of the 
Saiying-pun district cats wera fiund in 204, firm's managers where 3 it should have bese 
eat of 26 cases of plagne od these ground | signed by two Joint managers. Plaiatiff denied 
floors 23 occurred in fl ors whpre nocats were | that the signature of |two managers to the 
kept. and three only where ajcat was kept; | contract was necessary and alleged that previous 
out of 71 cases of plague in upper Ore 51 | contracta ae been carried through bearing only 
in houses where no joat was kept | one signature. ; 
ii thi ground floor, and 20 whero cats rare Defendants made a counter olaim of $10,000, 
kept on the ground floor. Opt of 97 cases, ! or such amount as the Court may award for 
74 cocurred where no cat was kept on the | damages for alleged boyoott by plaintiff and 
ground floors, and 23 where| cats were kept others of the firm's goods. 
on the ground floors. Out of 210 houses with; Plaintiff did not appear himself, nor was he 
cats on the ground ficors, 187 had no cases | represented by oounsel. Mr. Steckmast, of 
notified in them, while 23 had cases notified. Messrs. Hanson, McNeill and Jones, represented 
Lizvt-CoLoneL Rsip minuted—I thorough- | the defendants, _ 
ly agree with the suggestion in the Colonial His Honour adjourn ed the case for one hour 
Secretary's minute, : to give plaintiff or his counsel an opportunity 
Mr, SHeLtcN Hoorer—I think the idea of | to appear. Neither of them pat in an appear- 
keeping cats excellent, and quite conour in | ance, however, aud the action was dismissed, 
what the Colonial Secretary gays as to their The second action .was brought by Lee es 
utility. But it is very difficultito keep cats any | lun, algo of Canton, the claim being for a paentis 
length of time, as the Chinese steal them, money advanced by him as compradore 
Mr. Humparrys—Es ablish an annual oat | defendants, Mr. Steckmast appeared for the 
show aud award prizes for best ralters and | defendants, plaintiff being present in person. . 
cata that have mos‘ kittens; jabolish staff of ; Mr. qlee eae inp i Acie omen 
ing ; ropeans with : for one month, his client bain . 
eae eae a —o : | In reply to Conrt plaintiff said he only arrived 
Mr. Lau CHU-PAK—An excellent idea. I i in Shanghai from Canton the previous day, 
have been keeping cats in my house a good; His Honour pointed out that the ee sre 
maby years, and so far my servants and neigh- | already been adjourned for three meen 
bours have not stolen a single pne of ming yet. ! allow of the defendant producing alee : sr. 
One, however, was fired at by an English | _ Mr. Steckmast said he only received _ ruc- 
neighbour for maki g a noise, tions to appear for the defence by a one 
The ReGisT2aR-GENERAL—From the Sani- | received on the 15th June. He ae 4 
tary Board point of view it won’t m.tter re | tg client hare rainhg select ae 
i i the [| at presen a ‘ : . 
eae Peneleae [env eng e ene Staokaiasl) had the books in hia possession bat 
The PRESIDENT suggested that a committee | was not aware of the details of the case, not 
go into the matter.as to how they could best having seen the summons or petition. rs 
encourage Chinese to keep cats. } The Sea | perry Ma a ee tl ve to rem 
onsist of the two Chinese members, anghai t . : 
ie ioe Geaeal the President and the | His Honoar said he eb averse to perio J 
Colovial Voetinary Surgeon. ; the oase for another month. He could not keep 


his was put in the form of a motion, | the plaintiff waiting in Shanghai for an indg- 
ae by Mr. Hoorpre, acd agreed to. "| finite period snd would allow an adjournment of 
A SANITARY SURVEYOR'S LEAVE. ' | six days daring which time Mr. Steckmast must 

Mr. A. Carter applied to the|Board for per- | telegraph to his client. ‘ 

mission to commence his leave of absence on Saas x3 
September Ist. ; At the inquest at Ipohinto the sreumeae 
The PRESIDENT wished to Know if this ap- altSnding the death of Dr. Cross, formerly a 
plication should be considered gpnfidentially. meflical missionary in China, it was shown that 
Mr. Hoorgr—I think it is qnly fair to Mr.| ho had had fisancial worries and the verdigt 
Carter to say in public that he thoroughly | -oturned was that “dea h was duo to an overdoge 


deserves his leave, and that I |should strongly | of carbolic acid, taken while temporarily 
recommend the Governor to jgrant it from insane.” : 


_ menti bases his figures is wholly unreliable. In 
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OPIUM STATISTICS. 


Mr, A. M. A. Evans in the North China 
Daily News traverses the analysis of Mr. 
apagaran mara pablshed: DelPe with 
that portion of the report relating to opium 
saoking in Hongkong Mr. Becag illest Government of the day has acted wisely, and I 

“Tt will be noted that as regards the popu- believe it to be a matter of parampunt import. 
Jation of the Colony, which inoludes the New ance that it should be demonstrated here in 
Territories at Kowloon on thp mainland, the Shanghai andin Hongkong and the Straita, in 
figures for the New Territories are not avail- no uncertain manner, that Great Britain is 
able,” although they have been under Britieh determined to do all that lies in her power to 
control for a number of years! He goes on to assist China to effsoo as rapidly as possible 
calculate the percentages in Hongkong and from these regions the last veatige of a habit 
arrives at the conclusion that the ratio is 12.942 whioh makes for the degradation qf all who are 
per cent. of the entire adult population. addicted to it. We should close gll the divans, 

It will be noted at once that while he goes to Nii should establish Opium efuges, give 
a considerable amount of trouble in an endeavour | , eae h smokers a few months grace 
to prove that the ratio in China Proper is at in. wai h per up smokjng, and en- 
most only two per cent of the entire population, Beacue the kh rinese to establish Anti-Opinm 
his figures for Hongkong (where, as he says jocieties in their cities, the subugbs, and all the 
“wa no longer deal with estimates but with villages under their control by setting the 
acourate figures) indicate that the percentage example in Does onde: oar control. 8 
is as bigh as 12.942 per cant, while the Opium | Owing to the impossibility | of obt ining 
Farmer, he tells ua, puts it at ten per cent. Is accurate returns of the production and move- 
it credible that the percentage of smokers in 
Hongkong is in fact much greater than in 
China Proper ? 

Is it likely that the incentive to smoke opium 
ia much greater in Hongkong than in China, 
where the drug is much oheaper P 

Mr. Clementi puta the average dose at 2 mace. 
If, as is probable, the average daily dose is | 
mace then the ratio of smokers in Hongkong is 
about 25 per cent. 

Tf the percentage of smokers is in faot 80 
muoh greater in Hongkong than in China then it 
would seem to stand to reason—if we are really, 
as Sir E. Grey and otber statesmen have 
indicated, desirous to belp China—that no time 
should be lost in suppressing the traffic in that 
portion of His Majesty's Dominions. Under 
the heading “ Application of Figures to Divans” 
Mr. Clementi premises that “all smokers of 
drorg opium are slaves of the habit; ’ “the large 
majority of persons who smoke prepared opiam 
in divans are also slaves of the babit;” also 
“efter the abolition of divans the Opium 
Farmer will continue, as heretofore, to possess 
the right of selling prepared opiam ani dross 
opium to the general public, ” 

Here, then, we find Mr. ( lementi going so 
far as actually to premise that many people 
addicted to the opiam habit are enslaved by it. 
He is right—all smokers gradually become 
enslaved by tLe habit. 

The Chinese census—upon which Mr, Cle- 


extinguished and we would have Ipst a golden 
opportunity to act up to our precepts and insure 
to ourselves and to our successors & measure 
of power and prestige and commercial pros- 
perity in the Far Orient such as noother nation 
will ever havean opportunity to apquire. The 


unreliability of the so-called Cansus of China 
and the lack of records of the] amount used 
daily by moderate and excessive smokers, I 
venture to assert that any onejattempting to 
calculate the percentage of smgke:s in China 
must inevitably waste a great Gal of valuable 
time in a vain attempt to accomplish the im- 
possible, [f Mr. Clementi's figurps were correot, 


progeny ia sufficient to call for jthe most ener- 
getio action to suppress the use of opium.” 


OPHTHALMIC DISEA@ 
CHINESE. 


——— 


AMONG 


Great progreas, Dr. G. M. Harston reporte, 
was made in 1907 in the treatment of ophthalmio 
diseases at the new ophthalmic department of the 
Tung Wah Hospital, and the |appreciation of 
the department amongst the Chinese community 
ia universal, and not confined fo the limits of 
the Colony, as many patients have journeyed 
specially down to Hongkong fot treatment and 
some have even come from remote villages up 
the West Iiver. 

Dr, Harston mentions that his last year’s 
report led to steps being taken to combat the 
prevalence of infectious eye jdisease in the 
schools, Dr. Jordan waa delegated to axramine 
all Government schools while hé (Dr. Harston) 
was requested to examine private schools. The 
percentage resulta of trachoma prevalence, he 
says, were ‘relatively enormpus.” Io one 
school he examined it was almost 50 per cent. 
This has now been reduced almost toa minimum. 
Dr. Harston remarks:—‘‘No} more striking 
proof of the effeot of an enlightened Government 
upon the welfare of the community coald b3 
instanced and I have reason to Know that acting 
under medioat adcice the Govproment of this 
Colony has taken the necessary steps to wipe 
out this blot upon the bealth of the school 
children of the Colony. It is My sincere hape 
that the neighbouring and friendly Government 
of His Imperial Chinese Majesty will follow 
this most exoellent example set} by the Govern- 
ment of Hongkong, and thus initiate a success: 
ful measure for the prevention| of blindness so 
common in all the great cities af China,” 


taking the census in China, District Officials 
are supposed to count the number of honses and 
report the total—whioh may or may not be 
correct—to their ocbiefs, the (Governors or 
Viceroys of Provinces. As far as I am aware 
the population of the Empire is calculated by 
estimating five human beings to each house. 
This is of course a very loose way of doing it, 
and it is, therefore, particularly noteworthy 
that Mr. Clementi has referred to the census 
of China in a manner calculated to lead the 
general public to suppose that it is taken in 
much the eame way as estimates of population 
are computed in Western States, He offers no 
explanation, no enlightenment on the subject. 
Although Mr, Clementi attacks Mr. Theodore 
Taylor, m.p., for saying “the blackest spots 
are under British rule” yet his figares 
go far to prove that Mr. Taylor spoke the truth, 
there being (as he allesres) only 1 per cent of 
smokers in China but 12 per cent in Hongkong, 
The folly, or rather the madaess, of any attempt 
on the part of Great Britain to prevent the 
Chinese Government from giving full effect to 
the Anti-Opium ediots will be realized by those 
who are acquainted with the despotic system of ae : 
Government in China. Whether we had seen A Colombo paper states that fit is intended in 
ft to adopt a sympathetic policy or otherwise, the early autumn to place at| the disposal of 
the Chinese Government would of course con. | Passengers between J apan ang Shanghai the 
tinue the campaign against opium, and when it Company's 8.8. “Oriental,” whfoh will maintain 
considered the time for very drastic measures | ® fortnightly service from Yokohama, con- 
had arrived would issue orders to all Viceroys, necting at Shanghai with tha homeward nmiail 
Governors and District Magistrates that on and | (eemers. The transit from Ygkobama to Mar. 
after a cartain date all persons, of whatsoover seilles by these means will ocouby 37 days, and 
rauk or station in life, who are found continu- to London 4¢ glaya, the loca voyage— Y oko- 
ing the evil habit of opiam smoking must be hama-Shanghai—being performed in 80 hogrs. 
summarily decapitated in public asa warning The ss. * Malta” will be withdrawn from ithe 
to others. Thus, although the right to import China Mail Service in November, and assigned 
Indian Opium continued despite China’s appeal to the intermediate passenger lines to Calcutta 
for help, the trade in it would be ultimately ° Japan, as occasion may require. 
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ments of native opium, also jowing to the, 


| 


even then the opium habit gifecting eight ; 
millions of our fellow oreatdres and their: 
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REFLECTIONS AT MAOAO. 


: {By “A GRIFFIN." ] 


A place of lost opportunities, a place of un- 
developed potentialities, a plaes witn e thrilling 
past anda pathetic present. Sach is Macao. 
Bich in historic associations, it is full of 
interest to the visitor who goes there othec 


‘than on gambling bent, and if he use hia eyes 
ito advantage he will see mach to instract aad 


‘also mach to sadden himiin this Portuguese 


possession. 
For of all aad words of tongue or pen 
The saddest are these ‘It might have bees.” 

Macao might have been the first city of 
the Far East. Bat it isn’ I-do not mean 
t) speculate as to the probable influence of 
Macao had the asa rs of the early 
navigators and traders acted in a manner 
worthy of their predecessors, but one can 
soaroely refrain from musing on the past 
as one sees the aridshoe| a the sdlid work 
of the founders of the first Huropeso 
settlement in Chins. Thege daring sdvenotarers 
not oaly braved the perils of the deep by sailing 
into seas that were little known, bat tiiey faced 
risks quite ag great in forcing their presence 
on a people who disliked jinnovation sod who 
could not view them with gnything bat distrust. 
What a striking scene that must have been 
when the first sturdy littla vessel, not as big as 
gome of our British coasting schooners, dropped 
anchor at this outpost of Rar Catbay, Oae oan 
imagine the excitement on|board, the feeling of 
relief which mast have sugceeded the -monotony 
of the weary months on that long voyage from 
Portugal round the Cape of Guod Hope, and 
the joy at the prospect of setting foot on 
land again, Think toa, of the scene on 
shore, the people gasing seawards io wide- 
eyed astonigument at thp peonliar vessel and 
with wonderment at tha strange-looking men 
who approached in the| open boat, and the 


‘ officials, just as bewildered, but displaying a 


calmness they did not feel. Think too, of the 
diffeulties which had to} be overcome at that 
first interview—the suspicions that had to be 
removed and the confidence that had to be 
established. The picture is indeed a striking 
one, worthy of the atteation and skill of any 
artist. 

We koow thes, difigaltivs were overcome, 
and the early navigators were followed by the 
traders and the missionaries. ‘Che rivals of the 
Portuguese in the Hast, the Datch, soon made 
their appearance, bat the Hollanders did not 
displace them as they did in Veylon and in the 
Bast Indies. ‘The Hast Lodia Company followed 
and Macao rapidly developed as a trading centre, 
the more so as Uanton did not offer proper faot- 
lities for foreigaers to do business. In the 18th 
century it was 4 flourishing plac» with vast 
possibilities. Bat ita o portunities were neg- 
jected, and Maoao is now only acity of reminis- 
cences. The few well nade roads, narrow, bub 
rough and sore on the feet, point bo the serious- 
ness and enterprise of the early settlers. The 
substantial houses betoken the same good 
qualities, and the many churches and public 
buildings are lastihg mdnumeats of the energy 
and ability and devotion of these colonizing 
Portuguese. The harbgar also indicates their 
foresight and indged tha situation of the city — 
the centre for arich agricultural aod manufaotuc- 
ing district and the port/for all south Chins —is 
eloquent test:mody to their Jadgment. All these 
show whata good start/the Portuguese had in 
Macao, And that is what saddens. Having 
done so well why should they not have done 
better? They have Ineglected their oppor- 
tunities. They have allowed power to slip trom 
their grasp. ‘hey have lived io the past and 
forgotten the present. |Byegone splendours are 
only sdream And the present is little better 
thanaslamber. M reminds us of senility 
sleeping its life away) in am arm ohair. Its 
vigour has gone and it seems to have outlived ita 
usefulness. 

Yes, Macao had 
harbour, a good situation contiguoas to Canton, 
an established trade, | bat wuat have these 
‘availed? Nothing. hen Portagal fell away 
from its foremost place among the nations of 
Europe a natural congequence was ita losa of 
power in tha Orient| Macao was made to 
saffer. The resources that it had were drained 
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by ashort-sighted government at Lisbon, and 
though it must long ago have entered on the 
“age that melts in unperceived decay” ib was 
doubtless the advent of the British as neigh- 
bours that accentuated the downward movement 
of this once flourishing trade centre. The 
quedan naturally suggests itself—Will this 
eoasy be arrested P At present there is little 
prospect of that. Before the city can rise from 
its dreams of the past and enter cn an era of 
udtfulnees there muat be a great change. 
Hither the city must pass into the hands 
of s more enterprising people or else ths 
Portuguere must be regenerated. A new Go- 
vernor, however enterprising and up-to-date his 
ideas may be, can do little by himself. Salvation 
must come frem Portugal. Signs are not 
wanting that diseatiefaction with the existing 
state of things prevails in that country but 
whether a change of government will effect any 
improvement is doubiful. Still there can 
be no progress without discontent and one 
msy indulge the hope that the discontent 
in the Iberian peninsula may lead to 
better things and that Portugal may return 
to sn honoured place among the nations 
of the world and that the visitor to Macao will 
no longer be confronted with ruina which 
compel the thought expressed by Byron: 
Shrine of the mighty, can it be 
That this is all remaina of thee? 


CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. 


THE PRESIDENT AND SHAREHOLDRBS AT 
VARIANCE. 


A couple of weeks ago the shareholders of the 
Canton-Hankow Railway Company wrote a 
letter to Sir Chen Tung Liang Shen request- 
ing him to engage the destitute people who are 
now suffering from the disastrous flood as 
labourers to repair tbat section of the Fatshan 
Railway line, damaged by the flood and also, as 
a further measure of relief, to employ them to 
build the main line go as to enable them to earn 
aliving. Sir Chen Tang Liang Shen declined 
to do so, saying in support of his refusal that 
there would ba numerous bad qharacters amonget 
the people who would cause trouble amongst 
the labourers and delay the work of the company 
In the meantime much correspondence has 
passed between the shareholders and the Pre. 
sident who adheres to his original decision. The 
result is a rupture between them; the Pre- 
sident’s firmness in the matter roused the 
temper of the shareholders who yesterday wrote 
an unpleasant letter to the President of which 
the following is a literal translation t— 

‘We beg respectfully to inform you that 
, with regard to our proposal re employing the 
distressed people as a means of relieving them, 
this question is a most serious matter at the 
present moment and may tend to affect the 
peace of the Kwong Tung Province. It is a 
matter in which tens of thousands of people 
are of one mind and voice begging you on 
behalf of the distressed people for your sanotion 
to the above suggestion, 

“ The property and business of this Company 
are public property and bosiness of the entire 
Kwong Tung Province and is s means for 
its people to earn their livelihood. lt is not 
the private property and business of the 
civil engineers and a handfal of people 
who compose the staff (of the Company). 
We trast that within the next five days 
you will take speedy measures to put our 
proposal into operation and if we do not 
receive your reply within the specified time that 
our proporal has really been put into operation, 
we shall draw up a statement of the crime of the 
directors and circulate it both in China and 
abroad. We shall write letters and distributes 
them fo all the distressed people in the various 
districta. We shall apreal to the Board of 
Commerce and Poard of Posts and Communiea- 
tions and at the same time petition to the 
Viceroy, Provincial Treasurer, Judge, and other 
high officials and will insist upon the Directors 
confronting those officials in the Courts to 
substantiate their statements in support of their 
refusa), 

“ We deolare that we will not withdraw from 
our resolutions and we are not afraid of your 


power and influence. If we are unsuocess- 
fol in carrying ont 
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on our shares from the Compagy and will 
make use of all of it to purchase food for 
the distressed people. Our feelings are painful 
and earnest and we are still in hopes that you 
will give the matter your serious ponsideration! 
and come to a speedy decision.” | 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF HANKOW: 

The following is an extract from the report 
of Mr, F. A Aglen, Commissioner of Custom 
at Hankow, on the trade of that pdrt in 1907:— 

During the past year buildibg hag been 
actively carried on in all the Concessions, and 
especially the older o1es—a surefindication of 
the growth and prosperity of the pprt. Among 
pablio buildings commmenced and{projected ars 
three municipal buildings for {he Ruesian! 
German, and British Concession respectively! 
The former British municipal building and an 
adjoining portion of the Band have been 
transferred to the Imperial! Maritime Customs, 
and the Custom House, situated] on the Buod 
and midway between the city and Concessions, 
will in fature be more accessible to the public 
and in touch with business qharters The 
comple ‘ion of the British and American Tobacco 
Company's cigarette factory on|tbe German 
Concession should have a favourable influence 
on the company’s Yangtze trade. Electric 
light has been installed throughout the British 
Coucession and on the Russian} and French 
Concessions by the Hankow Light and Power 
Company, and a similar service isjrendered the 
German Concession by a Germany company, 
whose plant is now running, 

Steady progress has been made on the Hankow 
Waterworks—begun in May, —which are situ- 
ated on the north bank of the Han, 
miles above its junction with the Yangtze 
The site hag been protected by al bund on the 
river face and banks, the top levels of which are 
53 feet above Custom Housedatum. The settl- 
ing tanks are nearing completion and some 
progress has been made with the filter beds; 
work has also begun on the lower} water tunnel 
leading to the intake well in the bed of the river. 
Altogether, about a mile of pipes {has been laid. 
Some 2,500 men are employed on the works. 
When completed they will be capable of deliver- 
ing 5 million gallons in a working day of 16 
hours. There will bea reserve jof 10 million 
gallons at the works, and the water-tower wi)l 
contain 300,000 gallons at a height of 100 feet 
above the level of the Han Road. The pro- 
cess adopted is the most up-toidate for river 


water, consisting of aeration, sedimentation, 
and filtration, Orders have | been placed 
for 6,060 tons of cast-iron | pipes; three 


gallons 100 feet in 16 hours; thrge main pumps. 
each capable of lifting 2,500,000 gallons 250 
feat in 16 hours; and electrio plant for driving 
condensing machinery. The construction work, 
under the direction of Mr. I}. §t. George 
Moore, will be finished in 1909. 

The railway to the North} continues to 
attract treffic of all kinds—passeuger and 
goods; in fact, there is at times an insufficiency 
of rolling-stock to bring down all the 
freight offered. The weekly] express ‘fo 
Peking has been accelerated and now 
performs (he through journey in $8 houra instead 
of 36 hours as heretofore, Thejoars are well- 
appointed and the journey can be made withias 
great a degree of comfort as is ugually to be niet 
with in other parts of the world.}| The line Has 
been happily free from socidents during the 
year, with the exception ‘of the flerailment of a 
goods train in October, which caused some 
damage to rolling-stock snd] delayed C) 


departure of the express for 44 hours. The 
likin receipts for rail-borng merohandjse 
amounted to about 250,000 dollars.) A mugh- 


compressors, each capable of ie 2,500,000 


fel want is better communidgation between 
the railway and the various 8 
in the Foreign Convessions. is true that 
a siding has been run down} to the bank 
of the Yangize on the German 


oncession but 
negotiations for similar accommodation in the 
British Concession have so far been unsuccass- 


mer wharves 


ful, The Railway Company possesses, of course, 
at its Gare Finviale a well-cobsiructed bund 
and plenty of track acoommodation, but, except 
to land its own stores, it can provide shipping 
with no facilities there, and it will be some years 


our object then we before extension down river enables advantage 
shall demand the return of the firat call to be taken of this property. 


Meanwhile any 
| 
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arrangement which would bring railway an d 
steamers more into touch would greatly sesiat 
the development of the port. 

On the Yueh-Han, or, a8 some think it ought 
more properly to be called] Yaoh- Wa, line, little 
progress can be reported, though there are signs 
that more active measures may soon be looked 
for on the Hunan section. The Ch‘aan-Han, 
the third of the three trank lines which will 
radiate from Hankow, and by far the moet . 
diffloult and costly undertaking of the three, is 
also under disoussion. 


KULANGSU (AMO Y) MUNI@IPAL 
COUNCIL. 

Minutes of a meeting of the Council. held 
at the Board loom, on the 30th Jane 1908. 

Present :—Messra, W. H. Wallace (Chair- 
man), C.A. V. Bowrs, A. F.*Gardimer, W. 
Kruse, W, Wilson, the Health Officer and the 
Secretary. 

1 The minutes of the last meeting are read 
aud ccnfirmed. 

2 A letter is read from the Senior Consal 
enclosing copies of correspondenee which has 
passed between the Senior Consul and the 
Mixed Courl Magistrate concerning the hours 
oattle are allowed out for grazing purposes. 

It is decided to alter the regulation so as to 
read as follows .— 

‘From the lst May tolthe 31st August, not 
before 7 a.m, or after 4 plm., and from the lat 
“eptember to the 30th Alpril, nof before 8 a.m. 
or after 4 p.m.” 

In acknowledging recaipt of this correspon- 
dence the Council desires to thank the Senior 
Consul for the terms in which he answered the 
Mixed Court Magistrate . 

3 A letter is read from the Seni.vr Consul 
informing the Council that the Consular Body 
approve of the resolutions passed at a special 
meeting of Katepayers, held on the 16th inat. 

4 The Superintendent of Police reports that 
the following cases have been dealt with at the 
Mixed Court since the} last bearing :—Sum- 
monses,~ Allowing cattle and pigs to stray 3, 
Yurowing rubbish into a public drain 6, 
Obstructing a public road 1, Obstruoting a 
public drain 2, Obstructing the Police in the 
execution of their daty|1, Assault 6, Cruelty 
to children 2, Contempt of Court 1, Debt 
1, Obtaining money unter false pretences 1. 
Summary Arrests, eing & rogue and a 
vagabond &o, 3, Assaultl, Theft 4, Committing 
a nuisance |, Embezzlement 1. 

(Signed)|W. H, Watwaca, 
H Chairman, 

By order, 

C, BeRKBLEY MITCHELL, 
Secretary. 


SHELL TRANSPORT AND TRADING 
COMPANY. 


The report for the year 1907 states that, 
including the balance brought forward, but 
after deduction of the: coat of issuing the 
additional capital, management, legnl, and other 
expenses, there is a oredit to profit and loss 
account of £713,818: From this amount pre- 
ference dividends and interim dividends (absorb- 
ing £265,000) have already been paid, The 
value of the shares held by the company in the 
Bataasche Petroleum Maatechappij and the 
Anglo-Saxon Petroleam Company (Limited) 
has been placed at the| coat, as shown in the 
books of the company, of the properties, d&o., 
for which the shares were received in exchange. 
Depreciation has been| provided by the Ba- 
taafshche Petroleum Mastschapi] and the 
Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Company (Limited. 
In addition to the premium of £150,000 
recovered on the (300,000 new shares 
issued during last |jyear, the directors 
have passed to reserve account a further sum 
of £170,090, and to rve fund they have 
appropriated £100,000. There remainsa Ce) 
of £.78 818, from which the directors recom- 
mend that a further and final dividend for the 
ear of 5 per cent. b» paid on Jaly 1 (making 
Teper cent. for the year), leaving the sum of 
ep to be carted 6 ward, They also state 

at up to date this year’s trading has been 
satisfactory, and an {interim dividend of 5 
per cent. (1.6, at the rate of 10 per cent per 
annum) will be paid on July 1. 


Bk 
wn eee OE CRE 
THE FLOOD.. 
el? Ae = 
REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF 
: INVESTIGATION. 


The Canton Committee which has been 
investigating the conditions in flood districts 
furnishes a lengthy report from whioh we 
make the following extracts: — 

Rix districts on the North River were seriously 


affected by the recent flood, namely, Sam Shui, | districts. 


Sz Wooi, Tsing Uen, Yingtak, Kuk Kong, 
acd Yan Fa, Nam Hung Chow, Lok Cheung, 
Ue Uen, and Lien Chow were also flooded and 
considerable damage was done. 

The Committee were afforded every possible 
facility for learning the condition of the flooded 
area during the ten days that they have been 
travelling through it. Tha cfiicials of every 
grade, both oivil and military, helped us in 
every way they could. Firat, the Viceroy placed 
at our dispose a gun-boat, which towed cur 


haa] 


THE HONGKONG WHHAELY PRESS AND 


Loss OF LIFR. 

The loss of life was comparativoly inoon- 
siderable. In six distriots the entite loas scarcely 
reached fifty. The water rose sojzradually that 
the p-ople had time to escape to}the hills. At 


it ia almost too much to hope that there will be 
none, and thrre ig a great probabjlity that many 
who escaped from the flocds will/ba swept away 
by famine or by pestilence. Spepdy and suffici- 
ent ontside help is the only hope of sat | 
many tens of thousands who live in the floode 


THE RELIEF NEEDED. 

What relief is needed? First immediately, 
food. There are approximately |25U,™ 0 people 
in the valley of the North Rivet without food. 
This ig a conservative estimate {There ara« ver 
130,090 in Taing Uen District albna. The next 
harvest of rice cannot be gathered until ahont 
the middle of Octobar. Many will not be able 
to plant for the next orcp either beoause they 
have no seed or because the fi-lds canunt be 
gotinto condition for planting] Some of the 


bouse-boat to Taing Uen City and there His! smaller crops of potatoes, b-ags e(c., oan be 


Excellency Captain General Yang detailed a 


shallow draft steam launch to tow it to Ying- | 


tak, In each city the head officiale readily co- 
opera‘ed with usin gathering information. We 
left blank forms as we proceeded up the river 
and collected them as we returned. The figures, 
ascomplete and accurate as wa can make them 
are given below, A special Wai Uen, Mr, i. 
Lueh Yung Nien, accompanied us parlly as an 
escort and partly to make investigation of {he 
flooded districts and report totha Viceroy. We 
were very much aided in each district by the 
native Christians., A student from the Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Canton has spent 
several days walking through one section of 
Tsing Uen District for the purpose of learning 
the condition of the peopl» and gave us much 
detailed information, ‘The Weelsyan Mission- 
aries af Shui Kwan, Meare. Hutchison and 
Ellison, gave us much help and soma details of 
the fl-od in the immediate vicinity of the pre- 
feotoral oily. 
THH DESTRUCTION OF CROPS. 

The most serious result of the flood is the 
destruction of growing crops. | rom the pre- 
fectural city of Shui Chow down the full 
length of the river, on both sides, extendirg 
baok to the foothills which in some places are 
two or three miles away, tae crops of all kinds 
are totally desfroyed. In some cases where tha 
river was swift, tha growing crops together 
with the soil was washed away. In other 
places where the water was comparatively still 
the crops were flooded so long that they died, 
other places so much silt wes desposited that 
they were buried. Only a few plants survived 
in the places covered by the waters. 

THH DAMAGED DYK rs, 

Probably the next most serious result of the 
flood is the destruction of dykes. ‘bis concerns 
only Sam Shai, Sz Wooi, and Tsing Uen. The 
last named suffered most: Besides thirty sever 
breaks in the main river dykes, aggregating a 
length of over ten § 
undreds:of breaks in the dykes along the 
smaller streams, which are just as essential to 
the protection of the cultiva(ed lands. Tue 
labour and expense of restoring those dykes 
will be enormous and far bayond the resources 
of the people. But not even the next harvest 
will be assured unless the dykes are at 
least partially restored. A rise in the river 
of only a few fot from its present level would be 
fatal to a new orop in the exposed areas, 

Another very serious result of the flood is that 
great areas of land have been covered by vast 
deposits of sand. It will ba yaars in some cases 
before such land can again beused, Some is 
permanently desolated. A few plots of land 
may be benefited by the deporit of silt. 

VILLAGES SWEPT AWAY. 


The destruction of houses has been 
enormous, Some villages were entirely 
swep! away, not a vestige of anything 


remaining. In every town and hamlet along 
the whole length of the river there was more or 
less destruction. There has also been great 
destruction of househole effeota, stores of grain 
and other food stuffs. Many hundredm of 
animals used for food were swept away ahd 
there was also considerable loss of -water 
buffaloes that are essential in the oultivatioa of 
the rice fields, 


gathered within two months, 

Allowing five cents a day fgr each person, 
making no allowance for cost af} transportation 
and administration, at least $1,000,000 is neaded 
io thia section slone to save the dtarving. 

A sxoond, but ecarcely Jess important need ig 
seed. Tho ‘I'sing Uen: Magistrate estimates 
that 700,000 catties are needed] in this distriat 
at onc) and the YingtakMavyiétrate that his 
people require 200,000 catti-rg Using these 
figures as a conservative qstimite yields 
1,3 0,000 catties as the amount qf seed urgently 
needed in the valley of the N-gth River. The 
cost of this will be approximately, 865,000, 

The cost of replacing the dykds in Tsing Uan 
District alona is estimated at over 830,000 
Taels. S2 Wooi and Sam Shmi need at least 
10,C00 more, or say $75,007 fer the whole. 
Usnally (he cost of repairs dn the dykes is 
apportioned among the villagds in avy given 
area, but itis absolutely impoksible for the 
peopla concerned to reconstructithe dykes. As 
noted b. low it will most lik-ly jbe impossibla to 
combine relief of the starving}|with the work 
of restoring the dykes. The| provincial gov- 
eroment should of course help in this work. 
But wa are persuaded that mubh speedier and 
more effective reliaf will be given if direct con- 
tributions be made to assist ig reconstructing 
thean dykes. 

The rature and accessibility] of the country 
together with tbe extent jand charactor 
of the damage will determine the method 
of relief. ‘I‘here considerationg naturally divide 
the country into three sections 

1. Tha country as far north as Fei Loi Tez 
Pass including Sam Shui, Tsing Uen, and Sz 

Wui Districts, This region ig very accossible, 
it is flit and profected by dykes, hence rica 
and food distributions are practicable. The river 
is large and nivigable by {steam launches 
Practically every l+rga centre is accessible, 


! The most natural form of relief is to give the 
housand feet, there were | 


destitute work repairing tha dykes, paying 
them in rice and money, supplemented by frea 
distributicn in needy places. ice can be easily 
brought in bere, making rice fistribulion more 
practicabla than money. 

2. The country borthof Fei Loa Tez within 
reach of Yingtak. ‘Thera are bs dykea within 
this region. Beside the cropk, the chief des. 
truction was in buildings add farm animals 
(water buffaloes), It is not| so accessible as 
District No. 1 but still oan belreached by small 
launches drawing not over twojor three feet of 
water, provided the water gets|no lower than at 
present. Here people conld fb: put to work 
on public improvements soch as roads and 
bridyes to ba paid for in rice ahd money; there 
should also bs free distribution of rice. 

3. Tle country around and} to the north of 
Shiu Chau. The oondition gt this placed es 
not seem so serions agin districts No. 1 and 
No. 2, yet there ig n-ed here t The distanca 
from Canton ani Hougkong being great, and 
the river not navigable by steam propelled boats, 
make the carrying in of rios very difficult, 
Officials and missionaries thére think enough 
rica can he seoured from | places near the 
destitute region and the West plin would 
be to send money to ba distributed to 
the needy by the missionarids. This leaves. 
{wo smaller sections still tb ba considered. 


resent there are no signa of an dpidemio. But. 
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a. Up Lien Chow River. Owing to distance 
and shallow rivers money would be the beat 
thing to send here. The Lien Chow mis- 
sionaries could probably auperintend the work. | 

b, There are mavy small villazes between the 
two passes and also up small valleys elsewhere 
that will be hard to reach from either of these 


sections. Some provision should also be made 
for these. 


ESTIMATES. : 

Using the oslimates given by officiala and 
rcekoned from other sources of information, we 
give the following atstistics to be as near 
the troth as can bs obtained under the 
circomatances. 

Number of lives lost:—Yingtak 6, Twing 
Uen 7, Sam Shai 10, total 23. Number of 
people homeless: Yiogtak 8,000, Tsing Uen 
8,410, Sam Shui 12,000, total 28,4 0. 

Number of people without food :—Kuk Kong 
2,00-, Yiogtak 40,000, Tsing Uea 140,000, 
Sam Shui 30,000, Sz Woi 10,0v0, total 240,000. 

Percentage of crops destroyed—80 per vent. 
Next harvest 9 to 11 month, that is between 
three and four months from dat». 

Seed rice needed :—Yingtak 200,000 catties, 
Taing Uon 709.100 catties, Sam Shui 400,000 
catties, total 1.809,000 cattivs. ; 

Dykes destroyed :—Tsing Uen, Main River 
30 odd places, total length Chinese feet 9,380 
feet. ‘There are also a great number of breaks 
on the smaller streame. 

‘Tributaries, 50 odd places—Sim Shui, 56 
plices, total length Chinese feet 10,600 feet. 
Estimated repairs 54,000 Taels. 

North of Yingtak district we have wo 
accurate figures, but missionaries and officials 
d> vot veem to think the situation sarious 
there, but there is need of some help, 

The above account does not aim to give an 
idea of thea total destruction wrought by the 


flood. Ten millions of dollars would 
scaro+ly oover the loss of property. In 
givi'g the number of destitute we have 


aim-d to inolude only those totally without 
resources, When it is remembsred that all 
their neigbbonrs suffered severely, it appears 
how vain it is to hope for mach local relief. 
The situation will grow worse until the next 
harvest and the-numbar of destitute will in- 
crease ‘rather: than decrease. If pestilence 
should break out the plight of the people will be. 
fearful indsed. 

Spasmodio, ill-condacted refief measures will 
do very little to improve the sitaation. The 
work should b; entrusted to a carefully selected 
relief committee. The more speedily a beginn- 
ing is mide the easier it will bat» deal with 
the situation. 


FLOOD FUND BAZAAR. 


At a largely attended meeting of the 
committee held on Monday afternoon at the 
Chinese Commercial Union’s Rooms, Mr, Fang 
Wa Chun presiding, the chairman reported 
that over 860,000 had been reslized from the 
Razaar, but the exact figures were not yet 
obtainable. It was decided that this money 
should go towards forming the nucleus of a 
new Fund to be called ‘he Flood Relief Fund 
aoder the charge of the committee which 
conducted the Bazaar. It was arranged that 
the mony realizad by the Bazaar and relief 
fund was to be used to construct dykes or water 
walls in the affected districts, and that 
another appeal to the public be made for more 
assistance, as it would require much more 
than the $60,000 on hand to ‘do any effective 
good. It was further decided that the 


‘co-operation af the Tung Wa Hospital be 


solicited. Mr, Fung Wa Chon and seven 
others were elected from the committee to 
proceed to Canton by Tuesday evening's 
steamer to interview the Charitable Instita- 
tions, and seoure their co-operation, and algo to 
make arrangements with the Viceroy to have 
a gun boat to convey the members of the com- 
mittee and others working on their behalf, such 
as architects &o., to the flood affected distriotsa. A 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to the foreign 
and Chinese frieanda who had given donations 
towards tha Bazaar. Votes of thanks to the 
Chairman (Mr. Fang Wa Chun) to the Vioa 
Chairman (Mr. Ho Kom Tong) to Mr. Chan 
Kang U, who supervised the different stalls, to 
the Press, and to many otherg were 


Mabey 


CN AOSD Dy a ste t 
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Already the following sums have been pro- 
mised to the new Fund :— 
The Shing ‘Woo Company ... $1,000 
The Yan Woo Co. ... ... ... 1,009 
The Chap Shing Co. 1,000 


Mrs, Chan (mother of Mr. Chan 
Kang U, compradore to Douglas 
Lapraik & Co.) oo. on... $1,000 


The committee beg to acknowledge with 


thanks the further following denations 


Aon. H. KE. Pollock... ... ... $100 
Mr. B. Layton... 0... 88 
AFriend 2. 0... 50 


BeBe cise aly ease ped, “seals - ee 10 
Mr. Wassamoll Assomul, assortment of 


valuable lacquer ware, 


West River Floods was 

Legislative Council yesterday :-— 
: HBM. Consulate-General, 
' _ Canton, Jay 2nd, 19-8. 


Srz,—In reply to Your 


that I am not at present in a position to afford 


you any authoritative information concerning 
ad the floods and consequent famine in the valleys 


of the West and North Rivers. 

The Governor-General, to whom I have 
applied for particulars of the areas inundated, 
the number of people rendered destitute by the 
floods and the area of the damege done to the 
crops, has not as yet sent me any reply. He 
has, I understatd, called for reports from the 
local cfiicials in the distriots affected, 

At a recent meeting of British and American 
missionaries in Canton a committee was formed 
who have made jarrangements to send three 
parties, consisting each of one foreign missionary 
and severs! native pastors, up the West, North 
and East Rivers respectively with instructions 
to investigate the conditions prevailing in those 
districte. I bave been promised a copy of their 
report, which is expeoted in about three weeks 
time. 


I have requested His Majesty’s Consul at 
Wuchow to furnish me with a report on the 
_ state of affairs it the West River valley above 
Wuchow. 
I shall not fail to transmit to Your Excellency 
all the information I am able to obtain from 
the above-mentioned sources. —I have &c., 
Harey H, Fox, 
Acting Consul-General, 
His Excellency, 


Sir F. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S8.0., 
es &o , &o, 


H. B. M. Consulate-General, 
Canton, July 2nd, 1908, 
Sre,—In continuation of my despatch No. 
94 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to enclose, 
for Your Exocellency’s perusal, copy of a letter 
just received from Taotai Wen Tsung Yao, 
Becretary tc the Governor-General, together 
with a lict in Chinese of the flooded districts in 
. the West and North River Valleys.—I have, &o,, 
Hagegy H. For, 
Acting Consul-General. 
His ee 


Sir F. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.8.0., 
9 &o., &o., 
(Copy.) 
oi Canton, 2nd July, 1908, 
; Vioeroy’s Yamen, 
Deak Me. Fox,—As direoted by you in your 
letter of the 30th ultimo, I send you herewith a 
list of the fl-oded districta in the West and 
North River Valleys, as reported to the Viceroy 
c - by the local Magistrates and the Deputies sent 
out by His Excellency to investigate the 
condition of the flooded districts, 
the drops in these distriots have been 
completely destroyed and about a million people 
are in a destitute condition which will last until 
the next crop comes round again about four 
months from now, : 
The Canton Government has sent a deputy 
with money and provisions to each of the flooded 
districts to co-operate with the local magistrate 
to give the sufferers as muoh relief as possible. 
The (Charitable Institutions 
busy with their relief work. 


The following correspondence relating to the 
laid before the 


xcellency's des- 
patch No. 110 of Jane 26th which reached me 
on the 80th ultimo, I have the hononr to state 


are also very 
They have sent 


CHINA OVHELA P TRADE RHPORT. 
agents with provisions to alll the flooded dis. 
tricte.— Yours sincerely, | 

(Signed) Wan Tswsq@ Yao. 


His Honour, 
Consul-General Fox! 


H.B.M. Conpulate-General, 
Canton, July 6th, 1908. 


River Valley.—I have, &o,, 
Hamer H, Fox, , 
Acting QGonsul-Goneral, 
His Exoellenoy 


Sir F, D. Lugard, K.C.M, 


&o:, &o., 
(Copy.) 
H.B.M. Consulate, 
Wuchow, July 2nd, 1908. 


S8re,—In reply to your telegram of yesterday's 
you that I do 
will bea famine 


date I have the honour to info 
not consider it likely that the 
or even any great scarcity 
except in the event of the fail 
rice crop. The export of ric 
Principal cause of the great fdmine 
ago, is prohibited and in vi 
which the crops of the Provin 
there is no probability of this 
removed, though the Cantcn 
graphed asking that this shou] 

In the neighbourhood of Wuohow and all 
the way up the Fu River great damage has 
been done; some eight-tenthslof the rice has 
been ruined and much hard ip is ensuing, 
In many other parts, however, the damage 
suffered seems to have been sm ll]; for instance 
at Nanning at the height of tHe flood the fields 
were still some 25 to 30 fest/sbors the water. 
The crops in that region do ndt appear to have 
suffered at all, 

The whole city of Wuchow was under water, 
but except in a few cases the houses have 
not suffered. Considerable quantities of pisos 
goods and other merchandise hkve been ruined, 
bat the principal damage has been suffered by 
the padg and junks in the Fu Ho. Two big 
pars were sunk and a number] of cargo boats 
mostly loaded with firewood; Also flower boats 
and sampans. I should think {he total number 
of lives lost must be soméwhere between 
twelve and twenty. It was first reported that 
a considerable part of the oity|of Kuvilin had 
been carried away but this was much exagge- 
rated. I understand, however, | from a Catholio 
missionary of that cify that there are suburbs 
and villages in the Fol which must 


10 this Province, 
re of the autumn 


nine years 


have suffered 
ohibition being 
iceroy has tele- 
be done. 


have suffered severely.—I hava,|&o., 
(Signed) H{ I, Harprna, 


HELP FROM MAGAO. 

Our Macao correspondent |writes that a 
public subscription towards the relief of the 
distress in the West River districts has been 
started io that Colony with) a donation of 
$5,000 by the Goverument.! Some of the 
charitable institutions have bubscribed $500 
each. At present the fund amounts to about 
$8,000. Some amateur performances are to be 
given at the Macao Club io 


the Chinese 
ent to allow 
them to hold a Bazaar with incifental theatrical 


entertainments &o., in aid of is relief fund. 


At a meeting of the Chines Y.M.C.A. and 
Chinese Churches Committee; held, at the 
Y.M.C.A. rooms ‘on the 20h inst. it was 
decided to pay over to the Flopd Relief Fand 
Committee, the balance remai ing on hand, 
amounting to over $800, from the subscriptions 
raised towards the Relief Fand; by the United 
Chinese Christian Churches; and Chinese 
Y.M.C.A, | 


In the Veterinary Surgeon's | 
it is mentioned that the new am 
feeding by the Hongkong Mil 
has only bad a qualified succe 
cipally to the difficulty of avo 
disease. 
tried at Castle Peak farm 
moderataly successfal, 


eport for 1907 
terprise of pig 
ling Company 
$s owing prin. 
ding infectious 


S12,—I have the honour tolenclose for Your 
Excellency’s information copy] of a report from 
His Majesty's Acting Consul at Wuchow on 
the subject of the recent flopds in the West 


, C.B, D.8.0, 
&o. : 


which was the 


of the damage 


The breeding of Burppean pigs was 
butjhas been only 


| 


65. 


HONGKONG GENERAL,” 
CHAMBER OF COMMEROE. 


es 

Minutes of a monthly meeting of the General 
Committee held in‘ tha Chamber. Room, St. 
George's Building, oni Monday, the 18ta Jaly, 
19°8, at 4 pm. Present :— Messrs, p. Rv Law, 
(Chairman), C. Brodersen, J. W. C. onnar, GQ. 
Friesland, J. R. M. Smith, E, ‘Shellim, H. H. 
Tomkins, Hon, Mr, Murray Stewart and Mr, 
E. A. M. Williams, (Secretary). 

: COMMITTER. 

The CHAalRMAN woloomed Mr: C. Br lerzen 
upon him taking his seat as a meniber of the 
Committee, aS 

The Hon, Mr. H. Keswick resigned his seat 
on the Committee owing to bik depatture from 
the Colony, and a reply was sent to him con. 
veWng the thanks of the Committee for the 
valayhle services he had rendered to the 
Chan\ber during the past year. ; 

MINUTES. 

The Minutes of the monthly meeting and of 
the special meeting held on the 16th and 96th 
May, respectively, were read, and confirmed, 

OPIUM QUESTION, 7 

The following acknowledgement from the 

Government was read :— __ 7. YF 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
21st May, 1908, 

S1z,—I am directed to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the !9th instant 
covering a resolution passed by the Committee 
of the Chamber of Commerce on the 16th 
instant on the subject of the closing of Opium 
Divans in Hongkong. 

2. In reply, 1 am to inform you that a copy 
of the Resolution will be forwarded to tha 
Secretary of Stats for the Colonies for the 
consideration of His Majesty's Government.— 
Iam, &o., : 

F. H. May, Colonial Seoy. 

The Secretary, , 

Hongkong Goudeal Chamber of Commerce. 
LICHNCE FOES ON LIGHTERS AND CARGO BOATS: 

The following letter from Messrs, Jardine 
Mat heeon & Co., Ltd., was read :— 

Hongkong, 27th May, 1908, 

Dear Sir,—On the 30th ultimo s joint letter 
was addressed to the Colonial Secretary by the 
owners of foreign lighters protesting against 
the recent increase of licence fees. 

A reply has been recaive! from the Colonial 
Secretary which in the opinion of the Signa- 
tories to the protest is not considered satisfac. 
tory and it bas been agreed that the matter 
should be lsid before your Committee with a 
view of so‘iciting their assistance in this 
copneotion, 

For reasons expressed in the correapond- 
ence, copies of which are enclosed, it ia oon- 
sidered that this matter ae affecting Ship- _ 
ping icterests is one of more than ordinary 
importance ; we trust therefore that your Com- 
mittee will afford us all possible assistance. —We 
are, Xo, 


JARDINE MaTHESON & Co.,, 
To the Secretary, : 
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 


(Copy.) 
Hongkong, 30th April, 1908, 

S1p,—With reference to the recent. heavy 
increase in the licence fees for cargo boats and 
lighters, notified in the Government Gaszette 
of the 20th ultimo, we, the undersigned owners 
of private lighters beg that, for reasons here- 
inaft ter expressed, tae decision of the Government 
to double the (ax already levied on such oraft be 
reconsidered. 

We venture to say that it is not equitable, 
even though it were done previously, to place 
private oraft (acquired for the sole par of 
carrying on our respective businesses, and which 
under no circumstances ply for hire) on the 
same footing as Chiness owned boats, the daily 
bire of which is regulated by Government 
Tariff. | 

Tn one case the usefulness and earning power 
of the lighters is limited to the sie hy ah of 
oar, trade, whereas in the case of the Chinese 
owned boata, the return is governed by the 
enerry and resourcefiluess of the licences. 
It is, we think, generally admitted that 
Native Cargo. Boats, paid for to w large.extent 
by the Typhoon Relief Fund, have since the 
typhoon at September 1906 demanded altoge- 

e 


Sa 


ther unreasonable terms, thus greatly enhancing 
their ‘carniugs. The position of many foreiyn- 
owned lighters is éntirely different; aftr the 
catastrophe of September 1906 several European 
firms, owing to the scarcity of native oraft, 
were forced to purchase at excessive prices, 
lighters from other ports, It is perhaps un- 
nece to add that the benefits resulting 
from the prompt acquisition « f such craft were 
by no means confined to the respective owners 
of same, inasmuch as the lighters provided ut 
the time of scarcity a means-of carrying on 
bosiness of vital importance to the Colony 
generally, i.e. the délivery and shipment of cargo. 
Now that mattérs in connection with the 

handling of goods have assumed a normal state, 
the lighters which during the orisis were 
indispensable beth to shipowners and mer- 
chants alike, hrve now become a source of 
heavy expenses to their owners, and any 
inorease to cuob is viewed with concern, Having 
now laid the position olearly before you, we 
trust that the Government will see the reason- 
ableness of our contention, that, the increase 
HI of licence fees, if necessary, should be confined 
to such craft as ply the harbour for hire, and 
wo would ask that the ordinance be amend- 
ed accordingly.— We are, &c, Your obedient 
servants, 

JanDiIne, Matuxrson & Co. LTD., 

BurtERrigip & Sweep, 

F, J. Ansort, Super. P, & 0. 8.N. Co, 
ts SHrwan, Tones & Co., 
q To the Colonial Seoretary 
4 Hongkong. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong 20th May, 1908, 
Gentlemen:—I am directed to acknowledge 
the receipt of the letter dated the 30th ultimo, 
signed by yourselves and certain other shipping 
firms asking that the decision of the Govern: 
ment to increase the Licence Fees for Lighters 
that do not ply for hire, may be reconsidered. 
2 In reply, I am to point out that in the 
, past no distinction has been made in the matter 
ft of licence fees between oargo boats that ply 
for hire and lighters thatdo not; that the fees 
now imposed are not considered excessive and 
that the Government regrets that it cannot see 
its way to reduce them.—I am, &c., 
F. H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd. 


UALS ene tend ee 


Hongkong, 21st May, 1908. 
Drak Sres,— With reference to our latter to 
the Colonial Secretary of the lsat May, we have 
now to enclose for your information copy of his 
reply to same, dated 20th instant, which cannot 
be regarded as satisfactory, We think that 
copies of correspondence might, with advantage, 
be laid before the local Chamber of Commeroe, 
but before taking these steps we await an 
expression of your views.— We are, &c., 
" Jagprine, Marumson & Co., Ld. 
Messrs. the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Co. 
Messrs, Butterfield & Swire, 
Messrs, Shewan Tomes & Co,, 
Mesars, Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd., 


‘ Hongkong, 22nd May, 1908. 
Dsar S1R8,—Replying to your letter of 
yesterday with reference to the question of 
| Fees on Foreign Lighters, wa quite agree with 
you that the reply of the Colonial Seoretary is 
not satisfactory, and we also think with you that 
; the co mdence might with advantage be 
laid before the local Chamber of Commerce. 


The Colonial Becretary purposely evades 
the point in our letter: we are quite aware 
that no distinction has been made in the past 
between cargo boats that ply for hire a-d 
lighters that do not, but our main point is that 
we consider the new fees altogether excessive for 
the private oraft in question, with their limited 
| £ usefulness, and we are unable to recognise any 
i. ’ yeason for the increased charge suddenly 

E brought into force.—We are, dear Sirs, 

Yours faithfully, 
: BUTTHRFIELD & Swiee, o Z 


Messrs, Jardine Matheson & Co. Ltd. :° 
Hongkong, 22nd May, 1908. 
Drag S1es,—In reply to 


‘ ‘ 
; \ 


THH HONGKONG WEHELY PRHSS AND 


co ies of the correspondence on| this subject 
before the local Chamber of 
are, dear Sirs, 


Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & UoJ Ltd,, 


receipt of your letter of the 21st instant enclos- 


ing ‘copy of 
letter cf the 31st ultimo. 


the Government is practically no reply to our 
petition. 


past between Cargo Boats that play for hire 
and those that do not, it would appear that a 
time has arrived when some digtinction might 
be considered necessary on taxes 
one hundred fold. 


veLioles that ply for hire and those that do not 
and this seems to apply in our 


Secretary should draft a repl 
ment supporting the views of 


of obtaining, if possible, the 
for by 
li ghters not plying for hire, 


BE TINNED LARD AND TANNING INDUSTRY. 


of this Colony have been fe Bo by my 


our favour of 
yesterday's date handing copy of letter addressed 
to your goodselves, we approve of placing 


[Jaly- 25, 1908," 


2nd Oct-ber, 19. 5, in which a su lon, which 
has been acted upon, was made that the Time 
Ball at Kowloon should be painted bleck instead 
of red, Iam directed to enquire whether the 
colour that bas been adopted is satisfactory to 
masters of vesrels using the pot and others. 
If it is not, I am to suggest that white might 
render the ball more distinguishable.—I am &o., 
Ff. H. May, — 


Colonial Seorséary, 
The Secretary, : 


Chamber of Cemmeree. 


bm merce— We 


Yours faithfully, 
SHewan, Tomes & Co., 


Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. 
Hongkong, 28th May,|19U8, 


DEapn Sirms—I beg to acknowledge the 
the Government’s| reply to our 


It appears to me that the answer given by Hongkong, 8th July, 196. | 

81n,—Referring to the Colonial Scoretary’s 
letter of 25th ultimo, to your goodself, we have 
made enquiries of masters cf the China 
Navigation Company's steamers using this 
port and find that they consider the present 
colour—black—satisfactory, where as white would 
be practically indistinguishable at a’ 00. - 
We would mention, however, that the masters 
unanimously suggest that the height to which 
the ball is hoisted: should be increased by say 12 
feet, for at present the ball is sometimes obscured 
at the critical moment to distant steamers by 
the sail of a passing junk or by masts of: other 
steamers.— We are, &o., 

BuUrrsRFIELD AND SWIRE. 
K. A. M. Williams, Haq., 
Secretary Chamber of Commerce. 

The Secretary forwarded a copy df this letter 

to the Colonial Seoretary. 


Because no distinction has been made in the 


ing inoreased 
A difference in taxation is |made between 
e.—I am, &c., 


F. J. ABBOTT, 
Acting Superintendent. 


ecided that the 
to the Govern- 
the Shipping 
Ccmpanies interested in the vac with a view 


After some discussion it was 


neession asked 
ard to private 


such Ccmpanies in re 


TREATY BETWEEN UNITED KINGDOM AND 
GOVERNYENT OF SERVIA, 


The following correspondence was read :— 


aaa Colonial Beoetary Of 
une, 
Sint am eee S ae eer S1z,—I am direoted to transmit for the con- 
reply to your letter off Ist y May sideration of the Chamber of Commerce the 
No. 9454/1907 that seve merchants, enclosed copy of.a despatch from the Secretary 


of State for the Colonies, dated the 27th May, 
1908, in which Lord Crewe proposes to cause the 
adherence of this Colony to the Treaty of 
Commerce between the United Kingdom and 
Servia which was ratified on the 31st of last 
March, to be notified to the Servian Government, 
on or about the lat January next, unless he is 
furnighed in the meantime with a statement of 
obj ections to such a course. 

. His Excellency the Governor will be glad 
to know whether, in the opinion of the Chamber, 
any such objections exist.—I am, &o’,. 

F, H. May. 
Colonial Secretary. 


Committee with reference to 
enquiry whether or not any merchant would 
be prepared to undertake tha export, 
Government guarantee, of tinndd lard. 

The result is suffiiiently pnoouraging to 
justify my Committee in asking, His Excellency 
to pursue the matter further by approaching the 
Government of the Philippines, as outlined in 
the 3rd paragraph of the memoranda accom- 
pabying the letter under reply! with the object 
of obtaining such informatidn as will enable 
them to place definite aon edgy of the Regula- 
tions governing the importation of lard into the 
Philippines at the disposal of{ the Mercantile 
Community, 

My Committee desire you t) convey to His 
Excellency their thanks and appreciation of his 
efforts to foster the trade ‘x Colony.—I 


is Excellency’s 


under 


The Seoretary, 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Chamber of Commerce, 
2nd July, 1908. 

8rz,—I hava to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 26th ultimo inquiring whe- 
ther any objections exist against the proposed 
adherence of this Colony to the Treaty 
between the Wnoited Kingdom and the Servian 

Government ratified on 3lst Maroh, 1908, 

In reply I am directed to state that my. 
Committee are unaware of any direct trade 
existing between Servia and this Colony, and 
‘as the Treaty can be terminated, so far as this 
Colony is concerned, on giving 12 months 
notice to that effect, they consider that no 
clauses are contiined therein to which this 
Colony can take exception and refuse adher- 
ence thereto. 

I return herewith the copy of the Treaty 
and Circular accompanying it.—I have &o. 

BE. ‘A. M. Wintiams, 
Secretary. 
Hon. Mr. F, H. May, C.M,G., “ 
Colonial Secretary. 


am, &¢., 
E. A. M. WrutiaMs, 
'  Bboretary. 
Hon..Mr. F. H. May, C:M. 
Colonial Seoretary. 
Regulations accompanying létber under reply 


are returned herewith as requepted. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, June, 2nd 1968. 
S1z—With reference to myj letter No, 94541 
1908 of the Ist ultimo, I am dirpoted to transmit 
for the consideration of your; Committee the 
enclosed copy of a minute by z Excellency the 


Governor dated the 31st ultimo, and to inquire 
whether in the opinion of your Committee, 
there is a possibility of develpping the Singa- 
pore Market for Lard as well as that of the 
Philippines, and whether it would be possible to 
establish in Hongkong a tanding industry for 
hogskins—I am, &o., 
FJ H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 


_ The Seoretary, 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Enclosures were laid on the table. 

It was decided to await the farther particulars 
from the Government in this matter, and to then 
circulate the whole correspondence amongst the 
members of the Chamber. 


The Chetties and Chetty aaa of 
Singapore are suing the “Straits Times” Press, 
Limited, as the proprietors of the “3traite Times” 
newspaper, to recover $5u,00u damages for an 
alleg-d libel printed in the '‘ Straits Times’ of 
January 21 last. The case was opeced before 
the Aoting Chief Justice, Mr. A.G. Law, at the 
Supreme Conrt, on Ahe 14th inst., bat on- the 
following day the/farther hearing had: to be 
adjourned owing (10 the illness of one of the 
Counsel for the plaintiffs. 


COLOVE OF TIME BALL Ai KOWLOON. 
The following correspondeno2 was read :— 
Colonial Sepretary’s Office, 
25th Jhne, 1908. 
Srz,— With reference to your letter of the 


\ 


ARETE UY 


ae 
e 


July 25, 1908. |. 
SUPREME COURT. 
ee 
Friday, 17th July, 


Brrokex tax Carer Justice 
AND A SPECIAL JURY. 


THE ACTION FOR ALLEGED WRONGFUL 
BSHIZUBE. 

The fase in which Leung Lai Nam sued 
Renter, Brocke!mann and Co. claiming damages 
for wrongful seizure of premises, was continued, 

His Lordship, after explaining to the jarors 
the funotions of a judge in summing up, 
remarked that their function was to bring to 
their decision all their ability and their com- 
mercial knowledge. They were to take moat 
scrupulous care in banishing all personal 
pre-dilectiona or preconceived ideas, It was 
impossible.in the eye of the law to sepirate the 
branches of the defe: dant firm, Messrs, Reuter, 
Brockelmann and Co. were liable for the acta of 
their branches whether in Hongkong or Canton. 
The jurors would wonder why such an action as 
this should be brought in a British Court 
at ell, and wly a British jury should be 
troubled with what people have chosen to do in 
Canton. The principle of British justice was 
that practically all actions were triable in a 
Britieh Court. The plaintiff might bein Saigon, 
the defendant in Nova Rcotia and the cause 
of action in Vladivostook, but if certain condi- 
tions were fulfilled that action might be brougtt 
in this Court. There were to this rale some 
three or four exceptions, and the first points 
with which he bad to deal were on questions 
concerning the jurisdiction of the Court. These 
points were taken by Sir Henry Berkeley, and 
if Bir Henry would pardon him for paying a 
compliment, they were taken with that admir- 
able courtesy which always distinguished him, and 
if the same gentleman would ati!) further perdon 

him, they displayed learning of some of the most 
intricate points of English law, 1f he had ffot 
himéelf devoted a considerable amount of time 
to this subject it would have taken him muoh 
longer to have dealt with the points. When an 
action was brought in England for what was 
called tort, for wrong committed in a foreign 
country, it should be unlawful by tte laws of 
both countries. In the present instance Cainese 
law was not applicable, but German law. Even 
assuming this action to be only foreign, he 
thought damages could be recovered for the 
Wrongful shutting upof premises. There was 
also involved in this action the seizure of per- 
sonal property. The legal process by which the 
seisure had been effected must be produced in 
order that the Court might see whether it 
was right or wrong. If not produced, the 
plaintiff was entitled toa verdict and nominal 
damages. He did not think it could be said 
that the seizure of the goods was merely conse- 
quential on the seizure of the house. From a 
practical point of view he would say that the 

ouse was seized in order to get the goods. 
For some reason or other the warrant had not 
been produced, and they had no means of jadg- 
ing whether it was right or wrong. On that 
ground the plaintiffs were entitled to judgment. 
but that would only carry nominal damages. 
His Lordship ‘hen proceeded to explain what 
he thought happened in connection with the 
action of the German Consul, ouncluding by 
remarking that consuls were made to be abused 
by one party or the other. He did not thiok 
there was any better abused officer in the wide 
world than a consul. 

Proceeding to deal with the books of the 
firm, his Lordship remarked that he did not 
like the suggestion thrown out that they were 
fabricated. Fraud must be proved up to the 
hilt, and he did not think it had been proved. 
Sir Henry Berkeley appealed to a learned per 
son who was not exactly a legal authority, He 
quoted Mra. Gamp and Mrs Betsy Prig, and 
although it was very pertinent it was not serious 
argument. 

ing with “tong” names, his Lordship 
said that if man had five of these names, tha 
would not destroy his rigbt of partnership, It 
was perfectly true that “tong” names were 
sometimes w-ed for purposes of secrecy as re- 
garded creditors of a firm, becanse Chinese law 
of partnership did not correspond with ours. 
is Lordship, after an address of two hours 
and a half, direoted the jury to find a verdict 
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for the plaintiffs on the question of trespass 
estimating the damage sogordidg to the prin- 
ciples he had Iaid do«n. Then he provided the 
following points for their opnsiderstion :—~ 
Were the nine persons mentioned in the ose 
partners in the Kwong Hing Gheong? Were 
the other three men partners lin the = 


Loong ? Mid the defendants act|with reasonable 
and probable cause in alleging that they were 
partners when they wrote the letter of February 
21st? Does this constitute a libel ? 

At 2.15 p.m. the jary went into the jary room 
to consider their verdict, retur ing 55 minutes 
later when the foreman, Mr. R. Shawan, an- 
nounced that they had agreed upon their verdict, 
bat that there were different; majorities on 
different points. 

On the ground of trespass they returned a 
tmanimous verdict for plaintiffs, and awarded 
$1 damages, - 

They agreed that the nine persons were not 
partners in the Kwong Hing| Cheong by a 
majority of five to two. i 

They agreed that the three, Wong Hing-tong 
and two others, partners in thd Raone Hing 
Cheong, were partners in the CHung Loong on | 
February 21s, by a majority of|six to one. | 

They agreed, by a majority of four to three, 
that the defendants acted with onable and ! 
probable cause in alleging on {February 2]at 
that these three men were partners in tho 
Chung Loong, : 

They were unanimous in finding that this 
did not constitute a libel, and that there should | 
be no damages. . H 

After argument as to costd his Lordship : 
reserved judgment. He exemp the jury for | 
two years from civil duties and thanked them | 


for their attendance, 

Mr. Shewan—The jary feel it their duty to 
draw the attention of your Lordship to the very 
objectionable system puraued by Chinese firms 
of concealing the identity of their partners in 
their accounts by the use of fictitious desig- 
nations or “tong” names, and jare of opinion ! 
that firms that keep their books in this manner i 
should not be allowed the benefit of the Courts 
of this Colony, : 

His Lordship directed the Deputy-Registrar 
to note the representation, and the Court 
adjourned. 


In SumMaRY JURISDICTION, 


Berors Mr. . H. J. Gomekerz (ACTING 
Puisyn Jupaes). 


DISPUTE ABOUT G RANITE. 


In the oase in which Sang Les sued Li Ping 
to recover $500 for damages forithe conversion 
of a quantity of broken granite belonging to 
the plaintiff and stored on Crown land, his 
Lordship delivered judgment for Sang Lee for 
$159.54. | 


Monday, 20th Joly. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, 


Berokg Mr. H. H. J. GomPsrtz 
(\ctina Pusing Juba), 


JEALOUSY AND REVENGE. 

Wong Mak was indicted on three charges— 
intent to marder; intent to maim, and intent to 
do bodily harm. The Attorney/General (Hon. 
Mr. Rees Davies), instructed by Mr, Denoys, 
from the Crown Solicitor’s office; conducted the 
prosecution, prisoner being undefended. 

The jury .as empinelled as noder: Messrs 
Geo, Moffat (foreman) , James [Punchon, Olaf 
Stoltz, W. Waterhouse, Mr. A, A. Souzs, J. 
EB, Gibson, H. 8. Holmes, 

Tne Attorney General said the gist of this 
offence was the in ent with which it was done, 
and it was onstomary to frame the indiotment 
with several counts so as to gat atithe real intent. 
The circumstances were as follow4: —On the 30th 
May pros:cator, who ia a.carpenter, along with 
two friends visited a brothel in [Kennedytown, 
where they remained for fwo hours, On leaving 
the place they stood outsids talking for a little 
while whena band of msn came fanning down 
the street crying “ta.” Prosecutor, who was 
standing with hig back to them, did not sea 
them approach. Suddenly he was stabbed in 
the back from behind, On looking round he saw 
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8 statement to the effa 
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the prisoner attempting to conceal himself un- 
der the verandah, There were others with him 
whom the prosecutor did not identify. One of 
his friends corrcborates the story and. apes! 
distinctly to seeing the stab inflicied by the 
prisoner with a knife. Proseoator’s comrades 
ran off and were pursued some. of 
the men. One of the women of the house 
where the three men had been also saw the 
oceurrenc-, saw the prisoner atab the prosecator 
in the back and saw the two men run away 
pursued by t e others, As regards the motive 
of the crime, the jary would probably come to 
the opinion after hearing the evidence that it was 
jealousy or reveige. Apparently one of the 
other men had asked a girl in the house to go 
with bim bat she declined and went instead 
with one of the trio. The wopoded man was 
taken to the Government Civil Hoapital where 
if was not expected he would recover, the 
wouad being an inch and helf long and jast 
between the ninth and tenth ribe, 

Evidence was oalled at length, and at the 
close of the case for the Crown, prisoner pat in 
that in the struggle 
the prosecutor received the stab from one of his 


own friends, which was meant for him (the 


prisoner). 
The jury unanimously found prisoner gailty 


on the third coant, intent to do grevious bodily 


harm, 
His Lordship—I entirely conour with the 


finding of the jury. The wounding was a very 
Berious one and it is fortunate that the pro- 


secutor is alive. I sentence prisoner to seven 
years’ hard labour. 


Tuesday, 21st July. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION, 


BEFors THE CHrgeF Justice (S812 
F, Piqaort.) 


ALLEGED MANSLAUGHTER, 

Lau Keung and Un Wai Tak wore eharped 
with murder, The Attorney-General (Hon, 
Mr. Rees Davies), instructed by Mr. Denaya, 
from the Crown Bolicitir's office, prosecuted, 
and the Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, instructed by Mr, 
H. K. Holmes, defended, 

The jury, was empinelled as under: Messra, 
P, Tester (foreman), E. Hamphreys, F. G, 
Carroll, G. Beok, H. Rapp, D. Silas, A. A.C, 
Borlinger. 

The Attorney-General said the two prisoners 
were before the jury on a charge of wilful 
murder, but he proposed in the exercise of his 
disoretion and having considered the evidence 
which he would submit to them to iavite the 
jury to return a verdict upon the charge of 
‘manslaughter only. On the 15th June the 
deceased man came from Canton and next 
morning went to the house of a friend, a 
clansman, where he had his morning meal. 
Deceased asked hia clansmaa to fetch tho firad 
defendant who owed him money. Lo Nam, his 
clansman, went out and returned with the first 
defendant. A conversation took place as to 
some loan and the two men went ont together, 
Abont an hour later the deceased returned alone 
and made a communication to Lo Nam as to 
what had taken place and intimating that the 
first defendant was to come baok in the course 
of the afternoon. Deceased then preparedsome 
dooument in expectation of the return of 
No. 1, but as the latter did not return 
as promised the decsased and his friend went 
out to look for him after the evening meal, 
Ultimately they met him in Des Vooax Road 
Central and the three returned to the shopof Lo 
Nam. A conversation between the depeased 
and No, 1 as to the loan which the latter ‘owed 
the former took place, and flaally the first "de. 
fendant said he would borrow money at # place 
in Des Vax Road West. Thither they went, 
Lo Nam remaining outside while the other two 
went upstairs, After an interval of half an 
hour the first defendant and another man came 


ks! 


down ond made a communication to Lo Nam - 


as tq whether he really owed the money to the 
devap-ed or not, to which Lo Nam replied that 
he knew nothing about it, What took placa 
in the house was rather importact. A woman 
who reaides on the third floor would tell 
them that she saw the deceased and the ‘first 
accused enter 
a little later by the second. a 
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the room togather,followed -. 


i 


first saceused and the deceased quarrelled, 
the latter alleging that the former owed 
him money. Deceased was the first to strike or 
lay hands on the other and then both men 
fought. The second defendant joined in the 
fight, and in the words of the woman “ they 
were chasing one another round the room.” 
Blows were exchanged and the decea-ed ran out 
on to the verandah and jumped over. Another 
witness was the master of a boarding house who 
would tell the jury that he saw No. 1 
standing in front. of the door to prevent the 
deceased fr.m going baek into the room while 
the other man was fighting with the deceased. 
Then he saw the deceased go over the verandah. 
Whether he was pushed or not the witness 
could not say. He ran downstairs t: help the 
injured man and the police were sent for. The 
two men’were tsken to the P lice Station 
where two documents were found on So. 1. 
These documents, the prosecution submitted, 
were the property of the deceased and related 
to the mortgage. ‘The deceased spoke to his 
friend but died soon afterwards, Tho theory 
of the Crown was that if this man was in bodily 
fear and had a well grounded apprehension that 
further violence would be done to him as would 
endanger his life, prisoners would be answerable 
for the consequences of his fall as much as if 
they had thrown bim over the verandah them- 
sel ves. 

When the case for the Crown was closed, the 
jury found there was no evidence on which they 
could convict and the prisoners were discharged. 


Wednesday, 22nd July. 


In CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


Bgeroze THE CHIEF Justice (Stz F. 
* Piaeott). 
UTTERING A FORGED BANK NOTE, 

Two Chinese, fokis in a money changer's 
were oharged with uttering a bank note know. 
ing itto be false. The Attorney-General (Hon. 
Mr. Rees Davies, K.C.,) instructed by Mr. 
Bowley, Crown Solicitor, who was assisted by 
Mr. E. P. Hett, of Messrs. Brutton and Hett, 
appeared to prosecute, aod Mr. M. Slade, 
instructed by Mr. S. Dickson, of the offica 
of Mr. R. 4. Harding and Mr. Steavenson, 


of Messrs. Deacon, Looker, and Deacon, 
defended. 

The following jury were empanelled :—L. 
Plummer, G. Beck, A.J. M. Thiesen, E. 


Humphreys, J. F. Millar, 8S. R. Ismail, and 
C. Beott. 

The Attorney-General, in outlining the case 
for the Crown, said that the prisoners were 
charged with uttering a forged bank note for 
the sum of $100. The two prisoners were the 
cashier and the runner respectively of a 
Chinese money changer’s shop, called the Shui 
Cheong at 116 Queen's Road Central. The 
prosecutor was the owner of a salt junk 
trading between Fokien province and Ca:.ton. 
He arrived in Hongkong for the first time in his 
life on the 23rd May last and went to his friend 
Shi Hing. As he could not talk Cantoveen 

- Shi Hing went round with him to assist iu 
elearing his junk at the Harbour Office and to 
do other matters. Afterwards the prosecator 
returned to Canton but came back to the Colony 
on the 26th May with a draft for $700. Shi 
Hing went out with him to the money changer’s 
shop where the prisoners were employed in 
order to cash the draft, They saw the firetand 
second prisoners behind the counter and Shi 
Hing presented the draft to the first man and 
asked for bank notes, The firat prisoner 
counted out the notes and handed them to the 
second who after counting them also handed the 
bundle over to Shi Hing, who counted them 
himself, Shi Hiog could not read Knoglish and 
was, of course, guided by the Chinese characters 
on the notes, ‘The notes consisted of one $100 
note, one $50, several tens and fives. As 
a matter of fact the note which appeared 
to be for $10) was a five dollar note whioh 
had been altered to a hundred. Shui Hing 
and the prosecutor then wont back ,to 
the shop where Shi Hing was employed. The 
prosecutor afterwards met the crew of his junk 
and they had tiffin together. After the tiffin 
Shi Hing handed a letter and telegram to the 
prosecutor_and as tho result of these he left for 


7’~, Fokien to geta cargo of salt, It was necessary 
fo oe 


Taw oe 


to cash the notes into Canton silver and Shi 
Hing, taking a coolie with him, went to the 
Yau Kee shop in Bonham 8 rand where he had 
done business before, and after agreeing as to the 
premium to be received, Shi Hing took the 
notes ont of the handkerchief where he kept 
them since the morning. The attendant saw 
that the note purporting to be $1:0 was a 
forgery and he drew Shi Hing’s attention to it. 
On learning this Shi Hing wrapped up the 
notes in his handkerchief and procee jed to the 
Shui Cheong shop where he had fecsived the 


notes in the-morning. On the way: however he- 


met hia master to whom he mentioned the 
matter and on his suggestion they entered the 
Oo Loong Bank where the note wag shown 
aod declared to be a forgery. On arrival at 
the Shui Cheong shop Shi Hing ‘showed the 
note to the first prisoner who denied 
that he had given him a hundred dbllar note at 
all that morning. ‘T'h second prisoner came 
up at that time and said the §1U0 note they Lad 
was on the Hongkong Bank andinot on thea 
Chartered Bank, so that the note produced 
could not have bsen obtained there; Shi Hing 
insisted that he had received tha nate there and 
a quarrel took place. A crowd gathered and 
a lukong coming on the scene drrested Shi 
Hing and took him to the Police Station, 
telling the two men to follow. At!the Station 
Shi Hing was searched and $609 was found 
upon him. Shi Hing’s master and the prose- 
cutor appeared and ultimately; the two 
defendants were charged with uttering a false 
bank note. The Attorney-General ibn described 
the note. on which the figures 100 appeared 
in the centre and the same figures 
appeared in the corners, though jon the back 
the figure five appeared in several places. The 
Chinese characters had been altered. The 
forgery was caloulated to deceive \the Chinese 
but from the English point of view the forgery 
was 3 clumsy ons. It was unlikdly that Shi 
Hiug would have gone to three money changers 
and tried to pass the note if be had known it 
was a forgery. Hoe would have tried to dupe 
some one less accustomed to handling notes 
than money changers. He thought the jury 
would be satisfied that the note was obtained 
from the prisoners as alleged and that they had 
guilty knowledge, that they knew ithe note was 
forged when they attempted to pass it. 
Evidence wag then oalled for tte: prosecution. 
Shi Hing was examined at ledgth and re 
cogniped the note produced as thd one which 
he bad received from the prisonefs and which 
had esti declared false. 
The hearing was adjourned. 


Thursday, 23rd Jaly. 


In CRIMINAL JUR’SDICTION. 


- 
BEFORE THE ‘'dIgF JUSTICE 
(Sire F. Pregot). 


THE BAXK NOTE cash. 

The trial was resumed of Tong’ Nam 
Ng Chan for uttering a forged bahk note. 

Mr, Slude cross-examinéd Shuij Hiog, who 
was said to have received the alteréd bank note 
from the prisoners. He said that wen he 
returned tothe Shui Cheong modey changers 
shop in the afternoon he had redvived a false 
nots from them and wished to have’ it changed 
His master, who was present, went for the- 
prosecutor, and during his absence the police 
arrested him. i 

‘Lhe case for the defence was opened and the 
hearing adjourned. be | 


and 


ee 
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Mr. Frank Browna, the Governulent Analyst, 
in his report for 1907 remarks :—‘‘ A good deal 
of care is taken by retailers that the quality of 
their liquors avswers the legal requirements. 
A large quantity of brandy beiog deficient in 
ethers, was returned to the shippers. As the 
question as to ‘What is Whisky | has not yat 
been decided, it bas not beed considered 
advisable to recommend any prosecutions with 
regard to this liquor, At present therefore the 
quality of whisky romains the same ag that 
required in England. The analysis of locally 
made beer has shown it to be p-ssible to brew 
here a beverage of Ligh quality, which will keep 
sufficiently long without the use of say 
preservative.” 
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INDO-CHINA STEAM NAVIGATION 
JOMPANY. 


C 


THS ANNUAL MEETING. _ 

The ordinary general meeting was held 
June 25th at the offices, 29, Cornhill. ; 

Mr, W. Keswick, M.P., presided. 

‘The CHAIRMAN expressed regret that the 
directors had to meet the shareholder, with a 
report much less satisfactory than they could 
have desired ; but everyone who was acquainted 
with the shipping trade in the Far East would 
understand the difficulties under which the 
company had to work, not only from ordinary 
c mpetition, bat from the fact that steamers 
were excessively subsidized by Governments, 
and were thereby enabled to maintsin their 
opposition. He regretted that it had been 
necessary to transfer £30,000 from the under- 
writing account, and £650,000 from the 
reserve fund, to meet the charges of the 


on 


year, ‘he direotors proposed to pay the 
fall ocamalative dividend due upon the 
preferred ordioary shares and to o 


forward £13,755. They mueh regretted that 
they were uot in a position to make a 
distribution upon that occasion upon the defer- 
red ordinsry shares, He then, moved the 
adoption of the report: 

Mr, H. BEAZLEY seconded the motion. 

Mr. Micuag said that he thought it was 
very much to the company’s disoredit that there 
suould appear a statement in the certificate of 
the auditors, Messrs Turqaand, Youngs, aod 
Co., to the following effect:— The revenue 
account has been obarged this year with as 
reduced amount for depreciation of steamers, 
aud whilst the working accounts have been 
charged with the premiums of insurance actually 
paid, they have not been debited with premiums’ 
in respect of the company's underwriting 
account, He considered ‘that the alteration 
which had been made upon that occasion was 
a fost unsatisfactory one, and they ought 
to be informed what this sum was as 
they had been in previous balance-sheets, 
1t was not very oreditable to a com- 
like their’s that the anditors should 
have fo maks such a statement. He asked that 
the figures should be disdlosed, and, further, 
that the directors should pledge themselves in 
the future to set the matter forth clearly in the 
statement submitted to the shareholders, 

Similar views were expressed by Mr. 
CrossFikLD and other shareholders, who con- 
tended that they ought to have the exact figures 
placed before them, in order that they might 
understand the accounts. . 

The CHaremay, in reply, said that the amount 
involved was between £25,000 and £380,0u0. 
‘There ‘need not be the dlightest anxiety in 
regard to the matter. With reference-to taking 
any binding instructions from the meeting 
as to how they would deali with the subject in 
the future, the directors refused to accept any 
demand or order, but they would bear the 
the matter thoroughly in mind, and give it 
sympathetic attention, 

Eventually the: report was 
carried. 

The report reads as follows :— 

The Board of Directors now sabmit their 
a and statement of accounts for the year 
L9U¢, 

The large number of our shareholders who 
are familiar with China will know that the 
characteristic of the year there has been trade 
depression, in all directions, of almcst unprece- 
dented severity, The result has been a heavy 
falling off in the earnings of all shipping 
engaged in the Coast trade. ; 

Freight receipts have. therefore, suffered 
correspondingly, and the Directors have found 
it meceasary to have recourse to the General 
Reserve Fand and Underwriting Account in 
order to provide for the depreciation of the 
flvet (£56,584. 12s.) and other requirements. 
After making these appropriations and meeting 
all expenses chargesble upon the year, including 
debentare interest, there remains a balance of 
£28,632 ‘s. 5d, out of which it is proposed to 
pay the full cumalative dividend due upon the 
preferred ordiuary shares and to carry forward 
the sum of £13,755 7s. 5d, ' 

The debenture issue, authorised by the 
shareholders, has been ay effected during the 


unanimously 


year, and £250,000 sa 


& 
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No additions have been made to the Company’s 


fleet during 1907, and no fresh building 
contracts have been entered into, 


The Directors regret to report the loss of the 


"es. “Yik Sang” in Jannary last upon the 


Islands known as “ The Brothers,” near Amoy, 
A portion of this loss will fall upon the under- 
writing account. 

The retiring T'irectors are Mr. W. Keswick,’ 
M.P., and Mr. H. Beszley who, being eligible, 
offer themselves for re-election. 

The Board are informed that Mr. Edward 
Beauchamp, M.P., will be proposed at the 
meeting ag an additional Director. 


Messrs. Turquand, Youngs & Co., the 
‘auditors, retire and will be proposed for 
re-election. 

By order of the Board, 
A. G. Weis, 
Secretary. 


29, Cornhill, London, 
BALANCE SHEET AT 31st December, 1907. 


LIABLLITIES. x &. d. 
To share Capital :— 
Authorized £1,209,000. divided into 
6 per cent. Cumulative Preferred 
Ordinary Shares, and 120,000 De- 
ferred Ordinary Shares of £5 each. 
Subscribed and paid up— 
49,589 Cumulative 
Preferred Ordia- 
EY hvsaineecainc £217,945 00 


Ordinary 
To First Mo 
First tena he 


Subscribed & 


vcseee 247,945 0.0 


— 


495,890 0 0 
@ Debentures :— 
000 


216,275 0 0 
7 


To General Reserve Fun ccs. 10,000 0 0 
To Sundry Creditors in L’don & China 78,253 4:10 
To Loana 0... eceseececeeccseeeees, 65 O 4 
To Deposits... eee 38,925 15 9 
To Balance from Revenne Account ... 28.632 1°55 


£1,114.476, 15 7 
ASSETS. 
By Steamships, Ferry £ 
Boats, &. ............1,062,842 17 & 
Less Depreciation 
written off for this 


m 
Pp. 


56,584 12 0 
By Coals and Provision on board Ships 


1,006,258 5 6 


and in Godowns...... esse ccseee ce, 10,271 2 3 
By Office Fumitare ...00 0. 58 110 
By Sundry Debtors in London and 

China, Agents’ Balances, Freights, 

Bs eS) aches vsee costa vised haven 74,615 16 7 
By Cashin Londonand China ......... 5,922 4 7 
By Expenses of De- 

benture Iseus ........, £18,105 12 0 

Legs Written off at 

the rate of 10 per 
cent per annum ... 754 7 11 
“ —_———— 17,351 4 10 


x £1,114,476 15 7 
REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


for the year ala ak December, 1907. 


T. 
To General Charges and Telegrams in £ s. d. 
London and China, inoluding Dir. 


ectors, Trustees and Auditors Fees 6,215 4 5 
To Depreciation Account— 

On Steamahips, &0.........0 cc 56,584 12 0 
To Income Tax Account ......... 1,913 12 2 
To General Interest, &c. ...... 10,8095 9 3 
To Debenture Interest ........ 5,073 2 7 


To Expenses of Debenture  Isaue, 


amount written off! oo... 754 711 
To Balance transferred to Balance 
BBGCE «es criavictste steer iencasnatvesinnse “2B(O32. 1. 
£107,978 0 9 
Cr, 
By Balance brought for- fos da 
ward from 1906...... 16,091 19 3 
Less Dividend Paid.. 12,397 5 0 
3,694 14 3 
By Not earnings of Steamers for the 
year, and amounts transferred 
from the Underwriting Account 
(£30,000) and from the General 
Reserve Fund oo. cce cccecccescecesees 104,226 14 0 
To Transfer Fees... oc, 56 12 6 
£107,978 0 9 


Mr, A. H. Tedd, who leaves the Colony by” 
the English mail to-day, was ontertained 
by his comrades of the Bugineer Volunteer 
Company to a smoking concert at Headquarters 
on July 22nd, 


COMMERCIAL. 


~~ —__- = 


IMPORTS. :— 
RICE. 


Hoxogona, 24th July:—Few demands having 
come forward the prices are further declining, 
Quotations are ;— 


Saigon, Ordinary 0.0, §5.40 to $5.15 
$3 Round. Good quality ... 5.15 to 6.20 
s LONG i secceicaseis see. toeks 5.30 to 5.40 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2... 5.05 to 5.10 
» Garden, Pi No.1... 5.55 to 5.60 
a, NWI Sa secesesareec thee 6.10 to 6.15 
» Fine Cargo...... ibeareiatecdons C4) to 645 


Horxakona, July 23rd—The movements in the 
Various Opium markets during‘the pact fortnight 
have heen as follows: — 


Alalwa. Patna. Benares. 


Stocks on the 9th July, 1008 -- $53 «1,512 &91 

July 9th Iwports per Murmoru .. 20] UG ae rd 
vw 13th 7 1 Lightning., — 250 215 = 
+ 16th “3 .. Aufeang .. — 125 aa os 
vy 20th Ce . A Behie | ua = ae 
s 2ist Latsang .. 350 lay ae 


1,954 2,942 1,356 1,507 


Less Exports to Shanghai .. 


— 276 25 _ 
+ Exports to East and 
West Coast Ports including Qa: es 
Local Consumption for the Id 518 285 169 
fortnight.. 2.2.0... 


Estimated Stocks this day .. So6$ 2.149 1,045 1.335 

Bengal.—Ax stocks both of the dealers hero 
and in the consuming districts had reached a 
very low figure a very uctive demand has to be 
reported and price advanced considerably from 
the lowest point touched. Patna is quuted at 
$1,055 and Henares at $9723. , 

Malwa.—The market has not yet opened for 
the drug of the English mail. The market ruled 
fairly steady at about previous quotations. 

Persian.—The lucal demand is trifing. Superiur 
drug is quoted at $87u. 


— 


HongKong, July 23rd. 
Quotatiuns are :— 


Malwa New 


entdécennnerslagientectns $92U per pici), 
Malwa Old oe, Sed seem eecteres 4s do. 
Malwa Older oo... eee cee eee $970 © do. 
Malwa Very Old oo... $995 do. 
Persian Fine Quality ........ ePachaiye $800 do. 
Persian Extra Fine ............... $870 do. 
Patna New ce ccccccseceeee 81055 per chest. 
Patna Olds ascceaeecdestareceieck eeeen do. 
Benares New ooo. eecccc ccc ceeuce $972; do. 
| Benares Old oo... ce ceeceececce see §— do. 


YARN. 
Honcxonc—Mr, P. Eduiljee, in his Report dated 
24th July, states:—The speculative feeling 


alluded to in last report, continued throughout 
the whole of the past fortnight, and again a 
good business has been done, and a large 
quantity of yarns have changed hands as noted 
at foot. There has been only a@ small business 
in No, 6s and 83, the market being bare of 
stock. No. 103 bave, as usual, attracted by far 
the largest amount of attention and form the 
bulk of sales. No. 123 and 16s’are in mcderate 
demand, but best makes are more saleable and 
comparatively higher in price than medium and 
common threads. No. 203 take second place in 
point of quantity and aru in fairly good enquiry 
for the Northern and Tonkin markets. Prices 
show an appreciation of 50 cents to $2 per bale 
and are steady at the close. Taking into con- 
sideration the paucity of stocks, hoth in first 
and eecond hands, restrictei supplies, #nd the 
high range of values ruling in Indja, the im- 
provement in prices here ig not large, but 
dealers are acting very cautiougly and strenuously 
stand against any further advance in rates 
while on the other hand holders are anxious to 
meet the demand while it laste. _ Receipts 
during the interval are-small and with larger 


offtakes our estimate of aes ore a pesitooraat 
tial decrease on laat figures. Bombay is report: 

strong. The market closes firm. Sales of the 
interval aggregate 9,983 bales, arrivals amount 
to 5,851 bales, unsold stock estimated at 16,000, 
and sold but uncleared stock in second hands 
at 17,000 bales. Local Manufacture :—There is 
no change in the o:ntinued quietneds of the:e 
tlreads. Ja anese Yarn:—Almost neglected, 
Raw Cotton:—A choice parcel of 200 bales 
Superfine Bengals has found buyers at $24 
leaving the market hare of Indian staple, There 
is no China cotton either on the market. 
Quotations are $20 to $24 for Indian, and China 
£22 to $25. Exchange on India after several 
fluctuations ia jsympathy with silver closes to- 
day at Ra. 14 for T/T and Rs. 185% for Post. 
On Shanghai 74% and on Japan 88. The under- 
noted business in imported and local spinnin 

is.reported from Shanghai during the fortnight 
paded the 11th instant, viz;—fndien,—Tn food 
enquiry, sales aggregating about 10,000 bales 
with an estimated unsold and uncleared stock 
of 40,000 bales. Japanese:—In fair demand, 
sales amuunting to about 1,700 bales on the 
basis of Tle. 82% to 96} for No, 163, and Ts. 
3} to to 1¢2} for No, 20. Local:—Sales of 
seme of the foreign owned mills have been 


made to the ex'ent of 1,000 bales at hardening 
rates, 


PIECE GOODS 


Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co.’s Report on the 
Shanghai Pieze Goods Trade, date Shanghai, 
ath July, 1908, states :—The lists for the collection 
of these va uable statistics were sent out earlier 
than usual so it is hoped that the returns will be 
completed with more promptitude than they were 
on the last two cr three occasions. Taken as a 
whole the majority of stock holders do send in the 
returns with commendable celerity, showing their 
evident desire to haye the figures completed as 
early as possible, but this is frequently frustrated 
hy sume firms inadvertently overlooking the fact 
that the de'ay in sending in their returns, how- 
ever small they may be, delays the completions 
and publication of the whole. Some we know do 
not agree with the advisability, or atility of collect- 
ing and publishing this information, but we ven- 
ture to think if a iittle more attention had been 
paid to figures in the past few years the trade 
would not have got into the state itis at present 
in many of its branches. No returns have been 
published as yet of the piece goods that have been 
distributed from this port by means of the railway. 
A very interesting report of the working of the 
lines recently published animadverts very saverely 
on the obstructiveness of the Likin system, which 
is evidently inspired by interested officials, on the 

freight traffic of the local line. Whereas the 
passenger returns are above all expectations the 
earring for the carriage of merchandise is absurd- 
ly small and must result in a dead loss on the 
runniog, and that means a drain on the Imperial 
Exchequer, if something is not done to relieve the 
situation. The railway serves a vast and densely 
populated area which would derive the greatest 
benefits from it if it were allowed to run on rea- 
sonabje lines, free from the monstrous squeeze 
system which is the great bugbear to trade expan. 
sion in this country. From the Trade Reporta 
for the Yangtsze Ports for 1907, it is very evident 
native productions of yarn and cloth are begin- 
ning to receive preferential treatment in the 
country to the detriment of imported foreign 
goods. It is pointed out else-where in the report 
that the so-called Likin controlled Junks are 
receiving a considerable amount of preference 
owing to the privilege they obtain of selling on 
route instead of at a fixed port. It is worthy of 
note that the total import of foreign yarn in 1907 
was Piculs 354,538 against 42,415 Piculs of native 
yarn. The week has been productive of very 
little of interest, the attention of the trade being 
diverted by the unusual amount of rain that has 
been falling, with few intervals, throughout the 
period under review. It being a critical time for 
the crops news ia anxiously awaited as to the effect 
it has had in the country, and consequently the 
native dealera have held off from buyi g almost 
entirely. Otherwise there is not mutich bakes in 
the situation, though certainly nothing to justify 
the report the agents of some of the foreign banks 
in New York are said to have received that the 
position of our market had greatly improved.’ 
Wee think we are quite safe in saying that none: 
of the import houses here have ag yet felt that im. 
pfovement to any appreciable extent. It is to be 
hoped, however, that it will have the effedt of 
rag very the attitude of manufacturers in? 
the United States, for this market is cortainly 


=4 


supplies of ary extent. Stocks of some goods 
have undoubtedly been reduced, but not as mich 
as was anticipated they would be a few months 
ago, and the half yearly returns will show that, 
without reckoning what may already be on tha 
way, with the depleted off-take the first six months 
of this year there is quite sufficient here now to 
supply all that will be needed, unless something 
quite unforeseen should happen, for the next six 
months. So far no special complaints have reach- 
ed here concerning damage caused by the recent 
heavy rains. The Yangtsze is rising rapidly, 
however, already, where as last year the crops 
had all been harvested when.the floods commenced, 
ao there is good cause for anxiety. On the other 
hand Tientain merchants are again complaining 
of a want of more moisture. The market there, 
however, is showing a trifle more activity, but 
the dealers are holding off from buying here in 
the hope of getting in on more favourable terms, 
although prices turrent here are now considerably 
under rep ing cost. Prospects are looking more 
favourable for the Autumn trade with Corea. 
Newchwang has perhaps been the most important 
factor in ‘our market again, though except in 
yarns her perchases have not been so large. The 
news received of the situation in Manchuria is 
certainly not encouraging, but the subject seems 
to have at last attracted public attention in 
England so there is a chance of the trading rights 
of foreign firms out here being properly safe- 
guarded at last. The decline in American cotton 
on the Liverpool market, in consequence of the 
wore favourable Government report on the con- 
dition of the crop, has had a decidedly weakening 
effect on Manchester, where it is said manu. 
facturers are anxious to Look orders, but ag there 
ig no object in rushing in to buy in face of the 
preeent state of the trade here, and also in India 
he inclination of operators is to hold off for the 
present. The quotation for spot Mid-American 
cotton comes 6.12d, to-day against 63.43d. yester- 
day and 6.62d. for “futures.” The condition of 
crop ea-25th June was 81.2, as against 83.3 on the 
same date in 1906 when the crop turned out to 

be 12,269,000 bales, with slightly less acreage 
plan'ed Egyptain was quoted to-day 7jd New 

York keeps very firm with a small business doing 
for this at about previous prices. Yesterday’s 

quotations for Cotton came 9.14 cents for Oct. 

and 8.96 cents for December, while September 


option comes to-day 9.32 cents. There has bean 


a good general demand for Indian Yarn and 
prices are improving in view of the moderate 
stocks now here. Price are higher also for 
Japanese spinnings in sympathy with home prices, 
Local Yarns continue to meet with a fair share 
of attention at prices that are gradually firming 
up. Native cotton is very scarce and fancy prices 
are now asked for the small supply in stock. 
Aetuil business has been very slow during the 
week and together with clearances much inter- 
rupted by the heavy rains. Transactions on the 
open market have been few and far between. 
In English goods we hear of small sales of Red 
4 Boy 8.4 lbs. Shirtings at Tis, 2.80, Red But- 
terfly 10 lbs. ditto at Tle, 3.75, Woman B.B. 
White Shirtings at Tls. 4.75, and that is about 
all. It is said resales of some 2 to 300 bales 
English Sheetings have been made to Newchwang 
dealers at prices that bave not been disclosed. 
In American goods, also, several small parcels 
have changed ds for that market at about 
previous prices, there being a rather incongrous 
difference between the price of shestings and 
the same weight of drills, usettes for 
instanee selling at Tis. 4.30 and Tis. 4.80 re. 
spectively. At the auctions prices have not 
been very well maintained, being in fact very 
irregular throughout, though it is noticeable that 
the most violent fluctuations have been down. 
wards. Turkey Reds are weaker slightly, Fast 
Black Cotton Italians do not show very much 
change on the whole, but the low prices realis- 
ed grea interfere with private sellers, who 
find it extremely difficult to dispose of anything 
ab any way near replacing cost. This state of 
affairs, however, is not unassisted by some philan- 
tropic firmus who are allowing their dealers to 
clear goods at ‘market prices” (whatever that 
may mean), irrespective of the original cost! 
Naturally others are being urged to follow the 
some course, but respectfully decline to do so in 
face of the higher cost of replacing, in the case 
of many articles, It must not be overlooked 
however that the shipments last month were 
ominously heavy in all classes of goods, con- 
sidexing that the expectation «as there would 
he a considerable falling of. It is to be hoped 
that the favourable rain fall in India will have 
the ‘.efact - stimalatiog we ceases for that 
country and prevent any whole sale giving ¥a: 
Of peines.in the heme diarket, ae 
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not in sufficiently good shape to cope with fresh | 


COAL. 


Howexona, July 24th.—Tho arrivals since the 
8th July amounted to 31,890 tons of Japanese ; 
4,600 Cardiff, and 6,400 Hongdy. The coal ex- 

ted is 33,200 tons of Japan There havea 
been no sales of any importante in the interval. 
There has been one small sale of Cardiff and 
Japanese remains quiet. Quotations according 
to Messrs. Hughes and Hough's circular are as 
followa: — j 


Cardiff........... $— to $ — @x-ship, nominal. 
Australian ...... $12.00 sxshik, nominal. 
Yubari Lump...$12.00 ex-ship, nominal. 

Miiki Lump ...$10.50 to $11.00ex-ship,nominal. 
Moji Lump ...... $8.00 to §9.50 ex-ship, steady. 
Moji Unscreened$6.00 to $8.00 ex-ship, steady. 
Akaike Lump ...$8.75 to $9.00 ex-ship, sellers. 
Labuan Lump ...$9.25 ex-ship sellers, 


HONGKONG PRICES CURRENT. 


Honakona, 11th July, 19C8 
Corton Pisce Goops— 
Grey Shirtings—6 ...... Ibs. piece $1.85 to §2.05 
7 : 2.25 to 


Ibs. ...... PF 2.66 
8.4 lbs. ...... 5 8.30 to 4.20 
10lbs...... 5 %¢60 to 5.45 
White Spee rales reed ,, 3.60 to 4.15 
58/60 ,,. » i to 6.50 
64/66 ; , 6.40 to 8.00 
Fin®......006 5 9.26 
Book-folds ,, 3.50 to 6.00 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... ,, 6.04 to 2.00 


T-Cloths—6 lbs. (32in.) Ord'y,, 2.10 to 2.25 


Tibs. |, wi» ~«-2:80 to 8.75 
6 lbs. ,,Mexicans,, 2.26 to 2.30 
7 lbs ‘ 2.85 to 4.00 


8 to 8.4.0z.,36 in.) ,, 2.90 to 4.00 


Drills, English—40 yds., 13% 
g Pas ate } » $50 Ww 5.50 
Fancy CotTrons— 
Turkey Red Shirtings—14 to 
6 lbs. sat Bi 00 te'paab 
Brocades—Dyed wesc yard — _— 
Chinese—Assorted .........446 5, O10to 0.25 
Velvets—Black, 22 in., ...... ,, 0.26 to 0.55 
Velveteens—18 in.,..........46 » 0.22 to 0.27 


Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk doz.0.50to 1.10 


WootLEens— 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops 
err yard $0.70 to $2.00 
German, ........0.. H _ ~_ 


Habit, Medium & BroadCloths,, 1.50 to 3.20 
Long Ells—Scarlet, 7-9 lbs, piece 7.75 to 9.00 
Assorted............ 3 7.90 to .9.15 
Camlets—Assorted ............ » 9.50 to 81.00 

Lastings—30 yds. 81 inches 

| Glare : »_ 18.00 to 20.00 
Orleans—Plain... cece ceceeeee » 10.00 to 11.00 
Blankets—8 to 12 ............ Ibs. 0.60 to 0.85 

Raw Corron— 

Bombay o.cccsiecccccreeeren picul $19.50 to $21.50 

Bengal (New), Rangoon, | 
and Daccé..........cecees i 21.50 to 24.50 

Shanghai and Japanese... j, 25.50 to 26,50 

Tungchow and Ningpo ... {, 25.50 to 26,50 

MztTaLs— ; 

Iron—Nail Rod......... abi ielasant: picul | $4.12) 
Square, Flat, Round Bar(Eng.)... ,, 4.074 
Swedish Bar .............. gett eeseenees “s 4.20 
Small Round Bod ......, Sasee eae teteaa » 4.65 
Hoop, § to 11/2 in.,........ paces » 875 
Wire, 16/25 oz., ......... Bah eek accion Ts 9.50 
Old Wire Rope.sccccedessescsescce 9g, 8.00 

Lead—L. B. & Co. and Hole Chop... ,, _- 
Australian ............0.0.. pois cbamces ‘ 8.60 
Yellow Metal—Muntz 14:280z.... ,, 38.50 

Vivian's, 16/32 0z., ,, 88.50 

Elliots, 16/280z... ,, 38.80 

Ti, «bus veavedean ees ivaavenboee rT ie » 88.00 

Tim-Plates, .........cccccccseceseceaenens box 7.90 
Sickles Sauluty higaedaouy ene steventx owt. case — 

MisceLLangous— | 

Quicksilver, ....c ceed aaed es «..-picul 151.00 

Window Glasg,........ccccsccsccesees box 4.25 
Kerosene Oil. ............... tedaagesoes case — 

Saltpetre, No.l oo... «~pitul $11.00 to 11.85 

©. NOL 2 accccaeeee 9 10 80 to 10.90 

9.70 to 10.80 


Wuearex Frove— 
parton, per bag of 50 Ibs. }.............gn0ss $2.20 


4 
Estimtweseck a earner eae 


. wo 4 
Cresent VeavDeceneneemeerescecgecebecrsseccaces ‘Py 2.05 


De. No. 8 teeeeee 7 ” 
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EXPORTS :— 
TEA. 


ee 


Hankow, July 8th.—Business reported since 
the 2nd inst., is as under :— 


1908. 1907. 
}-Chests. 4-Chesta 
. Settlements ... ... 16,711 40,331 


Consisting of the following Teas :— 


4-Chesta, per picul 
Ningchows......... 1,190 at Tis. 16.00 at 45.50 
Oopacks .......00+6+ 2 4, 15.10 ,, 17.25 
Oonams ........5.4« 2,861 »  13.60,, 18.00 
Oofaags wo... 4,545 ,, 18.80,, 17.25 
Seang-tams ...... 3,167 ,, 12.50,, 15.10 


Tchangs seeeees etcee 1,156 a — +» 47,00 


The following are Statistics at date compared 
with the corresponding statement of last season, 
viz, 26th Jane, 1907: — 


1908. 1907, 
Hanxow Ta 4-Chests. 4-Chests, 
Settlements ... ...440,893 877,659 
Stock ... ..« 22,883 14,924 
Arrivals ... ».4638,776 892,988 
1908. 1907. 
Kroxrana@ Tra. +-Chests. 4-Chests. 
Settlements ... +170,375 171,486 
Stock 2... ese ee one 2h, B85 15,768 
Arrivals 195,010 187,204 
Comparative Quotations per picul are as 
under :— 


1908. 1907. 
Ningchow Tls. 15.60 at 100.00 Ts. 17.76 at100.00 


Khemuns ,, 21.00, 67.00 ,, 18,80 ,, 74.00 
Hohow... ,, 1900,, 24.50 ,, —-,r 

Kutoans.. ,, 25.60,, 27,00 ,, 21.50 ,, 25.60 
Wenchow ,, 19.50, 21.00 _ ,, er) 

Oopack... ,, 18.50 ,, 2600 ,, 12.90 ,, 27.00 
Oonam... ,, 13.50,, 28.00 ,, 12.00 ,, 28.00 
Oonfaa... ,, 13,80,, 36.00 ,, 16.00 ,, 85.60 
Seangtam ,, 12.50,, 18.60 ,, 12,20 ,, 17.30 
Ichangs... ,, 31.60 ,, 65.00 ,, 26.00 ,, 69,00 


Hankow Tea Kiukiang. 
Season 1908-1909...1bs. 5,800,786...lbs. 9,855,585 
» 1907-1908... ,, 6,784,086... ,, 4,424,877 
7 1906-1907... ,, 5,759,199... ,, 4,065,082 


The ‘export to 4th instant, as per Customs 
Returns stands thus: 
1906/7 


1908/9 1907/8 
Via Shanghai, _ 
A Ibs. Ibs. Ibs, 
To Great Britain......1,419,229 1,962,606 2,840,761 
, U.8.& Canada ..,3,923,281 2,760,902 1,688,769 


» Continent ......... 2,056,887 1,755,241 1,386,885 


» Russia via North... 1,289 8,820 — 
» Russia in Europe, 610,680 3,218,610 1,478,607 


,, Shanghai..........., 1,584,648 628,200 2,010,264 
Direct, 1908, 
Ue Sis cass teiavcccdaans 196,864 Ibs. 
Gr. Britain .........3,886,720 4, 
Continent ..,..-...64 . s 


Rossia in Europe...2,611115 ,, 
Russia in Asia ...11,062,3888 _,, 


Direct, 1907, Russia in Asia 
8.8. “ Hermann Locha” ...... +13,845,908 Ibs, 
88. 6 Varg ...csscceeens sagtneanesss 1,114,483 ,, 


CAMPHOR. 


Honaxone, July 24th, — The 
market remains unchanged. 
$85.00 to $88.00, 


tion of the 
fuctations are 


MISCELLANEOUS EX?PoRS 


Per M. M. steamer Caledonien, sailed of 21st 
July. Bor Marseilles:—6& caisses soier es, 28 
caisseg plumes, 9 cuisses ilang ilang. 6 caisces 
cha ; 147 balles soie, 160 balles dechets de 
soie, &balles cheveux. For Lyon :—287 balles 


soie. For Harve:—3 petit colis thé For t 


—80 halles sole, For 8t Chamond:—€6 - 
soie. For Tamataver22 oolis provisions, For 


Londres :— 10 cajgses opium. For Constantinople : 


—712 colia thé, For 


<—10 balles dechata de 
8010, 


pA 


4c 


ae 
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Haxxow, Jaly 8th—The prices 
for the net shipping 


et 


packing for export :— 
Per picul 
Cowhides, Best selected ....,.,, avvcesaeet vie Tis. 80.50 
Do. Seconds... Seaeetandls » 27.00 


Buffalo hides, Best selected 


Sesser DiS eeeees » 22,50 

Goatskins, untanned, chiefly white 
colour, ....... Revtedaeees Reece deeiccuavaseeces ok ae _ 

Buffalo Horns, average 8 ths, each ...... ny 

White China Graes, Wuchang and/or 
Pooohi.........ccue. (adeno asa chatvvaseneeoes 1», 9.60 
WhiteChinaGrass, Sinshan and/orChayn ,, 8.60 
Green China Grass, Szechuen ............ » 1.70 
DRO tah al cei atee eee alee », 8.50 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow ...... », 10.40 

ite Vegetable Tallow, Pingchew 
and/or Macheng ..........cc...0.. sss »» 10.80 
White Vegetable Tallow, Mongyn ....., 1, 9.60 
Green Vegetable Tallow, Kiya... » 9.60 
Animal Tallow .000..0..0cccccsscceccc.., » 10.80 
Gallnuts, usual shape ............ Sag iacewtas s, 16.25 
Gallnuts, plum do. ww, »» 18.00 
Tobacco, Tingchow 0.0... i 
Tobacco, Wongkong....eececcccccc oo 
Feathers, grey and/or white Wild Duck soo 
SEGUMNOPLG. | 250 cbse cea asta ca te: So 
Sesamum Seed oo... cece ve. » 5.85 
esamum Seed Oil oo. ccccecace ‘ _ 
Wood Oil......; i Menedee Sepa vanes bateaateeiode cy » 8.60 
POAC OM. a satcecnsed it peeigoneetunetcecoeicccs ox -_ 


HONGKONG SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


Honaxona, 24th (July, 1908,—Business 
generally still continues dull, and beyond a fur- 
ther advance in Banks we have little of interest 
to report. Bar silver during the interval hag 
weakened, and is now quoted at 24,4.d. with ex- 


change on London at 1/94 T. T., and on Shang- 
hai at 748 T. T, 


Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais after 
further sales at $750, advanced rapidly to $760, 
$765, and at the close to $775 at which a gale is 
now reported, London is firmer again with 
buyers of London register shares at £89,10,0d. 
the equivalent of $898 per share at present ex. 
ere ke Nationals are nnohanged with buyers 
at $51. 


Marine Insumancus.— No business has 
transpired in this section, and the only change 
we have to report is a decline in Cantons to $220 


sellers. There are buyers of North Chinas at 
Tis. 77, 


Free Insvrances,—Chinas have been book- 
ed at $004, and are in further request. There 
are sellers of Hongkongs at $315, 


Surpprna.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
are obtainable at $29 after sales at the rate. 
Indos are still on offer, the Preferrad shares at 
$36 ex the diviend of 6 per cent.—6s. per share, 
for 1907,'at exchange 1a. 934d =$3.154 paid in 
Hongkong to-day, and the Deferred at $21. 
China and Manilas and Donglases ara unchang- 
ed and without business. Star Ferri-g («ld) 
can be placed at the improved rate of $26, but 
the new issue is stil] to be had at $15. Shells 
are quoted at 45s. cum the dividend of Qs. , er 
share (final o° 1s,, conpon No. 10, for 1y%7), ard 
in‘erim of le, par «hare, on acoonut of 1¥08, paid 
in Loudon ou the 1st July. 


ReFINnEBres, —No busixss to report, and 
quotations without change, 

MINING. —Raubs have b-en done at $7, and 
there are further buyers, Charbonnages con- 
tinue in firm requ-st at $580. 

Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowvs —Hong- 
koug sud Whsmpos Docks are firm at $103, 
Bongk-ag a::d Kewlo-n Wharves h vo been 
done at $47} and closasteady, Shansh-i Pooks 
have improved covsidarab.y, aud sales up to ‘I's. 

have been reported, La: .. «j-is the market 
cloa~a with sellers beth Joouly and in the north, 
Shanghai and Hoogkew Wharves have further 


t 


| 


CHINA OVERLAND ; E REPORT 


{quoted are | declined, and are now quod at Tis, 202% 
weight excluding cost of | alles. 


Laxps, Horets axp Bo 
kong Lands hivo been booked «: $974, and more 
sh«res can be placed. Tnere is no business to 
report in other stocks under this head which 
clos3 without cha:.ge. 


Corton Mrits.—Ewos have improved to 
Tis 63, but otherwise quotatidns sre without 
change. Hongkongs continue ia at 811, 

MISCELLAN«ous, — There 
S eam Laundries at $52. Dair 
China Provid-nts at $93, and Electrics at $163. 
Cements are obtainable at $103. China 


Borneos at $13, Ropes at $24 after sales at 
the rate, and Watsons at $9}. 


INGSs. —Hong- 


are buyers of 
Farms at $19, 


Quotatiens are aa follows :— 


COMPANY. Pat UP. Quotations, 
Alhambra Ps. 200 |Nominal 
Banks— | 

ha: ~ 775 
Hongkong & S’hai...| $125 { Londun £80.10 
National B. of China £6 j851, buyers 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A.../12s. Gd. |87}, sellers 
China-Borneo Co......./) $12 {§10$, sellers 
China Light & P. Co. ore } l464, sellers 
China Provident ...... $10 /€81, buyers 
Cotton Mills— . | 
EWO.... eee eee (E18, 60 | Pls. 63 
Hongkong ............ $10 |311 
International ...... Tls. 75 |Tls. 67 
Laou Kung Mow ...|Tls. 100 |Tls. 85 
Soychee .....ccsessees, ls. 500 Tis. 242} 
Dairy Farm ...... seaei $6 |$19}, buyers 
Docks & Wharves— | 
H. & K. Wharf &G. $50 He sales 
H.& W. Dock ...... $50 [$203 
New Amoy Dock... $6} /$9j, sellers 
Shanghai Dock and { Ne. RS 
Eng. Co., Ld....... O10 ce Be 
S’hai & H. Wharf.../T1s. 100 {Ts. 202} 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 |$12, sellers 
G. Island Cement. ... $10 /8}03, sellers 
Hongkong & C. Gas... 210 |$185 
Hongkong Electric...{ $10 |$164, buyers 
Hongkong Hotel Co... $50 , sellers 
Hongkong Ice Co...... $25 |§230, buyers 
H.K. Milling Co., Ld} $100 {Nomina} 
Hongkong Rope Co... $10 if , Sales & sellers 
Ingurances— i 
Canton ..........000. $50 |$220, sellers 
China Fire............ $20 |3924, sales & buy, 
China Traders ...... $25 |$86}, buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 |8315, sellers 
North China...,...... £6 |T1s 78, sellers 
Union ...........c cease $100 |$7835, sellers 
Yangtaze ............ $60 6, buyers 
Land and Buildings— lo 
H’kong LandInvest. $100 |$97}, sales & buy. 
Humphrey’s Estate $10 /$10 : 
Kowloon Land & B.| $30 |$26, buyers 
Shanghai Land...... Tla. 50 |T]s. 122 
WestPoint Building $50 $48, sellers 
Mining— | 
Charbonnages ...... Fes. 250 |$580, buyers 
Baubs.......ccceceeees 18/10 df sales 
$10 4 
Peak Tramways ...... $1 |$2, sellers 
Philippine Co. ......... $10 $F, sellera 
Refineries— ie 
China Sugar......... $100 [8430, sellers 
Luzon Sugar......... $10u ie 
Steamship Companies 1 j 
China and Manila... 


$25 $85, sellers 
Donglas Steamship $5u i 


H., Canton & MM. ... $15 |$29, sales & sel, 
Indo-China 8.N.Co| 254 139 setters 
Shell Transport Co. £) /44/-cure div. 
Star Ferry ......... $10 /325}, buyers 
Do. New wee. £5 i$45, sellers 
South China M. Post.. $25 sh 
Steam !|.aundry Co ... $4 [Gaz 
Stores & Dispensaries. | | 
Campbell, M&Cb)... $10 13 
Powell & Co., Win. $10 jf 
Watkins.............., $lu 
Watson & Co., A.S. $10 
Wiesmann Ld. ......... $100 buyers 
United Ashestos ...... St buyers 
Do. Founders...... $ 0 |4240, buyers 
Union Waterboat Co, $10 |$1D}, buyers 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


¢ Hongkong Hotel ... 


4 
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SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


ComPary. 
aa OS ee 
Banks :— 
Hongkong & S’hai.., 
National of China... 


Russo-Chinesa 


Insurance :— 
Union Society C’ton 
North-China ......... 
Yangtsze Assocn, ... 
Canton ........c.. 

Hongkong Fire...... 

China Fire........ 


Shipping :— 
lado Chitin { ak 


Shell Trans. ¢ ord. 
& Trading Per) 
S’hai Tug & J ord. 
Lighter ... { pref, 
Taku Tug & Lighter 
Kochien Transport- 
ation & Tow Boat 


Docks & Wharves:— 
S’hai Dock & Eng... 
H. & W. Dock ...... 
8. & H’kew Wharf...! 
H. K’loon W. &G.. | 
Yangtsze 1 

i 


Sagar Companies :— 
Perak Cultivation... 
China Refining...... : 

Mining :— 

Raub Australian .... 


Chinese Eng. & Min. 


Lands :— 
S’hai Investment..., 
H’kon Investment, 
Humphreys’ Estate 
Weihaiwei............ 
Ching oo... cee scene 


eeeeee 


Peer eeeerees 


International ....,. 
Laou Kung Mow... 
Soy Chee wiccecceess 
H’kong C. 8. W. D.. 


Industrial :— 
Shanghai Gas ...., 
Major Brothers...... 
Shanghai Ice......... 
China Flour Mill... 
S’hai Pulp & Paper 
Green is, Cement.... 


S’hai Waterworks... 
Anglo-Ger. Brewery 
A. Butler Cement, 


Shanghai Electric 
Construction...... 


Miscellaneous :— 
Hall & Holtz......... 
A. Llewellyn ......... 
A. 8. Watson & Co. 
Central Or-inary ... 
Central Founders... 
8S. Moutrie & Uo.... 
Weeks & :'0. ......... 
Astor House Hotel 


Hotel des Colonies 
Tsingtao Hotel...... 
Lane,Crawford & Co. 
Dunning & Co....... 
S’hai Horse Bazaar 
S’hai Mercury ...... 
S’hai Mutual Tele. 


18th July, 1909, 


Pam vp. 


Quorarion, 


$125 | $770, buyers 


£6 | $51, buyers 
pea } Tls. 176, sellers 
$100 | 8790, sellers 
£5 | Tls.77, buyers 
$60 | $160, buyers 
$50 | $230, sales 
$50 | $8134, buyers 
$20 | €92, sales 
| Tle. 294, buyers 
i £10 || Tila, 144, buyers 
£1 |) £2.5.0, sellers 
10 | } £9.10, sellers 
. Tle. 45, buyers 
i T50 | | Tis. 62, buyers 
T50 | T]s. 48, sales 
T50 | Tis, 60, sales 
T100 | Tia. 79, buyers 
$50 | $104, sellers 
T10) | Tis, 2123, sellers 
$50 | $51, sales 
T100 | Tis, 217}, salea 
T50 ; Tls, 95, sellers 
$100 | $1324, sellers 
£1 
21 | Tis. 164, sellers 
T60 | ‘I's, 122, buyers 
8100 | $99, sellers 
$10 | $104, gales 
T2656 | $9, sellers 
T650 | Tis. 60, sellers 
T100 | Tls, 101, sellers 
T50 Ts, 60, sellers 
T75 ; Tls. 67, sellers 
T100 | Tis. 85, sellers 
T600 | Tle. 2424, sellera 
$10 | $9, buyers 
T50 | Ts. 116, sellers 
T6560 | Ts. 55, buyers 
T25 | Tis. 14, sales 
TSO | Tls. 58, sellers 
T100 | Tls. 48, buyers 
$10 | $104, sellers 
Gs.100 | Tis, 625, buyers 
T20 | Ts, 93, sellers 
£20 | Tis. 400, sales 
100 | $85, buyers 
50 | $85, rales 
50 | Tis. 55, sellers 
10 | nominal 
£10 | £10, buyers 
#29 $194,tbuyers 
$60 | $43, buyers 
$10 | $114, sellers 
$15 | $124, sellers 
315 | $400, buyers 
$50 | $47, ex div. 
$20 | $213, buyers 
$25 | $19, sellers 
$50 | $98, sellers 
T12,50 | Ts. 74, oellers 
2100 | nominal 
100 | $150, sellers 
50 | $474, sales 
T60 | ‘I'ls. 45, sellora 
T50 | ‘1s. 50, sellees 
T50 | Tis. 656, sellers 
T100_}| Tis, 85, sellers 
$25 | $23, sellers 
T60 | Tis. 25, sellers 
T50 


Tis. 50, sellers 


J. P. BISSEL & Co. 


i 
i 
1 
i 


* dealt in and rates remain as appended below, 
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Mesara: J. P. Bisset & Co.’s Share Report for 
the week ending 16th July, states:—Our market 
since our last has been on the whole very quiet 
and there is nothing of particular importance to 

in this week’s business, beyond the slight 
decline in Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf shares 
Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banks. A 
transaction is reported on the 10th instant, at 
$770. Since our last the results for the half-year 
are telegraphed from the Head |Office, as follows: 
Dividend £2.0.0, Added to Silver Reserve $5 lacs. 
Carried Forward to next half year $20 lacs. Writ- 
ten off premises Account §250,000. Industrial — 
There is no business reported. Shipping.—There 
is no business reported. Docks and Wharves,— 
Shanghai Dock and Engineering Go., Ltd. There 
ia nothing reported but the price remains at Tls. 
79, Shanghai and Hongkew Wharves. A trans- 
action ia reported on the 13th at Tis. 217} for 
September, Since then a fair number of cash 
shares came out for sale and rates declined to 
Tis, 2124 and Tis. 211. At the close there aie 
buyera for September at T's, 215. Sugars.— No- 
thing reported. Mining.—A sale of a small lot 
of London scrip is reported at Tls. 15 for cash. 
Tands.- Shuinghai Land Investment Co. The 
ket has been quiet, closing with buyers at 
Ts,122. Anglo-French Lands remain at Tls. 101. 
Industrial.—Ewo Cottons have had a strong 
market during the week and shares have changed 
hands at Tis. 60 for cash and Tls. 62 for October. 
Laou Kung Mows, There has been some demand 
for these shares for September and transactions 
are reported at Tls. 86 and Tis. 86}. Shanghai 
Gas Co. Shares have improved to T]s. 115 at 
which rate there are buyers. Shanghai Ice Co. 
A emall lot of shares was sold at Tis, 14 and 
there are further sellers. Shanghai Pulp and 
Paper Co. shares have been dealt in at Tl: 48. 
Maatechappij, &c., in Langkats. Not a single 
transaction is reported in this stock this week. 
Prices remains steady at Tis. 522} for cash and 
Tls. 5373 for September. Shanghai Sumatra 
Tobacco Co. At the beginning of the week there 
was a considerable demand und rates were rapidly 
carried from T1s. 874 to Tls. 93 for cash and from 
Ts, 90 to Tis. 95 for September, but as steadily 
became slack, and there are sellers at there rates 
and possibly a Jittle under, Shanghai Electric 
Construction Co. Shares have changed hands 
at £10 for bearer scrip with Exchange 2/5. 
Miscellaneous.—Only very small lots have been 


Loans and Debentures. — Shanghai Municipal 
Debentures have buyers at Tla. 1033. With 
the exception of Astor House 7 per cent dehs. 
which have been dealt in a Tis. 1024, all other 
Debentures are in demand at 101, 


EXCHANGE. 
Honexona, Jaly 21th. 
Ox Lonpon.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ...........e6ccee 1/94 
Bank Bills, on demand _............... 1,9,°, 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ......... 1/+$ 
Bank Bills at 4 months sight ...... 1/93) 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/91% 


Documentary Bills, 4moaths’ sight... .1/s Is 


On Paris.— 
Bank Bills, on demand ...........0.0008 2254 
Credits 4 months’ sight ............... 230 
On GERMANY.— 
On domand ...,.......cccccceseeseeeensneues 183 
On New Yorr.— 
Bank Bills, on demand.............600.. 43} 
Credita, 60days’ sight?............... 4G 
On BomBar.— 
Telegraphic Transfer .................. 1354 
Bank, ondemand ..................... 125} 
On CaLout«a.-—Telegraphic Transfer 1354 
Bank on demand ...... ........-..seeees 1353 
On SHaneuar.—Bank, at sight......... 745 
Private, 80 days’ sight ............... 75x 
On Yorouama.—On demand ............ 88 
ON —On demand .............. 88} 
On SrnGaProrgk.—On demand _........., 77} 
Ow Baravia.—On demand............... 107% 
On HarpHcona.—On demand......... 94 p.c. pm 
On Sarcon.—On demand ......... . 94 p.c. pm 
On Banesox.—Ono domand..........00.. 84 
SveR arans, Bank's Baying Rate ......$10.95 
GoLp LgaFr 100 fine, per tael ............ $57.70 
Bak SILVBR, Per ob. oc ccccce cee sees nce ee es eng 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
per cent. 
Chinese 20 cents pieces... ~ discount. 
; Oe ge Ys iv 
” n F ” 
Hongkong 20 ¢, ie) Seeks 8.05 i: 
” 19 ’ ” ooanes 8.70 ” 


carrier: to Java, 22 cents last. 


to this, 25/18 cents nominal, 


Swatow. $2.15 per ton. 
to Hongkong, 26/18 cents per picul (Liners terms. ) 
to Hongkong, 14 cent: per picul. 


to Hongkong, $5,000 lump sum, 


Quinta—German steamer, 987 téns, Saigon to 
Hongkong or Singapore, 14 centa pical. 
Loyal —German steamer, 1,237 8, Saigon to 


Singapore, $4,300 lump gum. 


steamer, 
Saigon to 1 port Philippines (28,006), 20 cents per 


TONNAGE, 

oie 
Hoxaxone 24th July.—There only been a 
limited inquiry for tonnage duriog the past fort- 
night, and rates are lower all rqun From 
Saigon to this 13cente last and no f 
wanted at present; to Singapore, 14 cents and 13 


cents pe: picul have been paid; to Philippines, 1 
fixture reported_at 20 gents per piaqul ;x 


21 centa kas been accepted for a 


Hongkong and Japan, no demand, m Bangkok 
From| Newchwang 
to Canton, 20 cents list. From Bouth Japan 
Coal port to Hongkong, $2 25 per ton. The follow- 
ing are thesettlements :— ‘ 


Kwetyang— British. steamer, =! tons, New- 


chwang, Tairen and Chefoo to Canton, 20 cents 
er picul. 
Tjiwong—Dutch steamer, 3,062 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, $1.30 per ton. 
Oceano — British steamer, 1,739 an Pulo Lant 


to Kohsicharg, $2.25 per ton. 


Spir—Norwegian steamer, 870 a6 Labuan to 


Fictoria—Swedish steamer, 1,181 fons, Bax gkok 


Proteus — Norwegian steamer, 1,024 tons, Saigon 
! 


Haldis—\orwegian steamer, 1,065 tons, Saigon 


Skramstad— Norwegian 869 tons, 
picul. 1 
Childar —Norwegian steamer, 1,192 tors, Saigon 
to Kohe, 21 cents per picul. 4 
Quinta—German steamer, 987 s, Saigon to 
1 port North Coast Java, 20 cents pér picul (Aug.) 
Drufar Norwegian steamer, 1,102 tons, Hong- 
kong to Singapore, $4,00U lump su 
Gilbrrt—Frensh steamer, 658 fons, monthly, 
3/8 months. at $2,900 per montv. 


FREIGHTS. 

From Hankow per Conference Steamers,~To 
London and Northern Continental} porte 45/- pe: 
ton of 40 c. ft. plus river freight. To Genoa, 
Marseilles or Havre 45/- per ton of 40 c. ft. plus 
river freight. To New York (via|/Suez) General 
Cargo 30j- per ton of 40 c. ft. plus] river Freight. 
To New York (via Suez), Tea 37/6 /per ten of 40 c. 
ft. plus river freight. 


Cargo, Tla. 1.60 to 1.80 per ton, weight or 
measurement, 


SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES|SINCE LAST 
Mal. 
July— ARRIVALS. 


16, Sabine Rickmers, Dut. str|, from Tameni. 
17, Choshan Mara, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
J?7, Empire, British str., from/Kobe. 

17, Glenroy, British str., front London. 

17, Kageshima Maru, Jap. str}, from S'pore. 


17, Mausang, British str., from Sandakan. 
17, Signal, German str., from Saigon. 
17, Standard, Norw. str, from Singapore. 


17, Saruga, British str., from] Keelurg. 

17, Taming, British str., from Manila. 

18, Benledi, British str., fron) Kuchinotga. 
18, Chipshing, British str., from Tientsin. 
18, Chiyuon, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
18, Hailan, French str., from| Hoibow. 

18, Shoshu Marn, Jap. str, ftom Tamsui. 
19, Amara, British str., from} Hongay, 

19, Asia, British str , from San Francisco. 
19, Bangkok, German str., from Bangkok. 
19, Caledonien, French str., from Yokohama. 
19, Haimun, British str., from Coast Ports. 
19, Hongkong Maro, Jap. stz., from Y'hama. 
19 Linan, British str., from Haiphong. 
19, Mathilde, German atr., from Haiphong. 
20, Armand Behio, Fr. str., from Marseilles, 
2°, Erroll, British str., frora/Liverpool. 
20, Hongmoh, British str., ftom Penang. 
20, Laisang. British str., from Caloutta, 
2, Rajaburi, German atr.. fom Bangkok. 
20, Sado Maru, Japanese str.| from Japan. 
20, Samsen, German str., from Bangkok 
20, Socotra, British str., from Yokobama, 
20, ‘I'jibodas, Dutch str., from Moji. 

20, Yesan Maru, Japanese stz., from Moji. 


20, Yuensang, Brilish str., from Manila, 

20, Zafiro, British str, from Manila, 

21, Amiral Exolmans, Fr. atr., from S'pore. 

21, Bencleuch, British str., from London. 

21, C. Diederichsen, Ger. atr., from Haiphong. 
,2L, Deucalion, British str., from Singapore. 

_ 21; Leangchow, Brit. str., from Newoh wang. 
21, Numantia, German str., from Poiltland 
21, Wingsang, British str, from Wahu. ~ = 
22, Delta, British str. from Bombay. 

22, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports, 
22, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
22, Shaohsing, British str., from Shanghai. 
22, Silvia, German str., from Hamburg. 

22, Telemachus, British str., from Saigon. 
23, Awa Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 
23, Helene, German str., from Swatow. 

23, Joshin Maru, Japanese str, from Tamsui. 
23, Keongwai, German str., from Bangkok. 
23, Taiwan, British str., from Bangko 

23, P. Sigismund, German str., from Sydney. 

Jaly— DSPARTURBS, 

17, Carnarvonshire, Br. str., for Kohsichang, 

17, Choysang, British str., for Swa ow. 

17, Haitan, British str., for Coast Ports, 

17, Johanne, German atr., for Swatow. 

17, Kweilio, British str.. for Shanghai, 

17, Loongsang, British str, for Manila. 

17, Luchow, British str., for Ningpo., 

17, Moyane, British str, for Singapore. 

17, Orange Branch, British str., for Moji. 

17, Progress, German atr., for Kobe. 

17, Proteus, Norw-gian str., for Saigon. 

17, Queena Olga, Brit. str., for Ocean Island. 

\7, scharnhorst, German atr., for Shanghai. 

17, Sheikb, British str., for Sourabaya. 

17, Scria, British str., for Shaoghai, a 

17, Titan, British str., for Manila. 

17, Tjimahi, Dutch str., for Batavia. 

17, Tjipanas, Dutch str., for Moji. 

18, Amigo, German str., for Hoihow. 

18, Chowtai, German str., for Bangkok. 

18, Kageshima Marn, Jap. str., for Shanghai. - 
18, Kutsarg, British str., for Shanghai. 

18, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

18, Loysl, German str., for Saigon. 

18, Mancharia, Amer. str., for San Francigoo, 
18, Oceano, British str., for Pulo Laat. 

18, Rabi, British str., for Manila. : 
18, Sabine Rickmers, Dut. str.. for Palambang. 
18, Singan, British str., for Hoihow. 

18, Solstad, Norwegian str., for Haiphong. 
19, Benledi, British atr.,, for Amoy. 

19, Chingtu, British str., for Kobe, 

19, Chowfa, German str., for Bangkok. 

19, Daijin Maru, Japanese atr., for Swatow. 
19, Devawongse, German str., for Swatow, 
19, Glenroy, British str., for Shanghai. . 

19, Haldis, Norwegian atr., for Saigon. ae 
19, Onsang, British str., for Weihaiwei. 8 
19, Silesia, Austrian str., for Shanghai. 

19, Suruga, Br. str., for Manila & New York. 
20, Armand Bebio, French str., for Shanghai. 
20, Fri, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 

20, Helene, German atr., for Swatow. 

21, Caledonien, French str., for Europe, &o. 
21, Chingwo, British str., for Saigon. 

21, Choising, German str., for Swatow. 

21, Choshun Maru, Jap. atr., for Swatow. 

2t, Empire, British str., for Australian Ports, 
21, Frithjof, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 

21, Hailan, French str., for Hoihow. 

21, Haimun, British str., for Coast Ports, 

21, Lightning. British str., for Singapore. 
21, Mortlake, British str., for Wakamateu, 
21, Nippon Maru, Jap, str., for Yokohama. 
21, Shinano Maru, Jap. str., for Seattle, £0. 
21, Socotra, British str., for Singapore, 

21, Taming, British str., for : 

iE Tientsin, British str., for Swatow. 4 

22, Chinkiang, British str., for Foochow. 

22, Deucalion, British str., for Shanghai, 
22, Erroll, British str., for Shanghai. a 
22, Foochow, British atr., for Chinkiasng. 
22, Kiykiang, British str., for Shanghai. 
22, Mathilde, German str., for Hoihow. 

92, Meefoo, Ghinese stir, for Shanghel. 

22. o Maru, Japanese str., for Singapore. 

22, Shoshu Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 

22, Yesan Maru, Jap. str., for Sourabaysa. 
23, Amiral Exelmang, Fr. str., for Shanghai. 
23, Benclouch, British str, for Nagasaki. 
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